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Abstract

This thesis takes the historical romance from the first year
(1488) during the reign of Emperor Hongzhi to the sixtieth year
(1795) during the reign of Emperor Qianlong as its chief study,
Lays stress on researching the artistic feature of the historical
romance.

The thesis consists of seven chapters. The first chapter is
the introduction, which briefly introduces its value and Signifi-
cance, defines the intention and extension of the historical ro-
mance. The second chapter probes into the literary tradition,
history tradition, cultural and psychological mechanism, social
and material base, by which the historical romance is produced,
in order to recognize and grasp the style feature of the historical
romance and its evolution law. The third chapter inquiries into
the whole course of the historical romance which includes its
thriving, developing, innovating, decaying, reveals its basic
style features and causes in each period, as for the base of fol-
lowing chapters. The fourth chapter concentrates its efforts on
looking into the historical romance writers  creative theories of
spreading historical facts, assessing preachment and releasing in-
dignation, and so on, makes a concrete analysis of the writers

favorite creative methods and artistic gains and losses, under the
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influence and guidance of these theories. The fifth chapter ex-
pounds the historical romance style feature in its narrator, nar-
rative focalization, narrative time, narrative structure and nar-
rative language, in order to deeply understand the historical ro-
mance style feature. The sixth chapter probes into the artistic
feature and cultural connotation of several kinds of historical ro-
mance characters. The seventh chapter is the conclusion, which
understands the position and influence of the historical romance
in Chinese classical literature history and cultural history and
strives to evaluate it objectively and fairly, on the basis of the

analyses and discussion of the preceding chapters.
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