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The Chinese Preposition and
Prepositional Phrase

Abstract

Preposition is a part-of-speech that plays an important part
in Modern Chinese. Its major syntactical function is to form
prepositional phrases by attaching ahead of other words. Preposi-
tional phrases are high ffequently used in Modern Chinese, thus
the study on the situation in which prepositions or prepositional
phrases are used apparently enjoys great significance.

This dissertation employs Case Grammar and other relevant
theories and approaches on three dimentions for reference. From
~a systematic angle, the book makes research and discussion on
preposition and prepositional phrase synchronically and diachron-
ically. The present dissertation consists of seven chapters and an
appendix.

Chapter 1. A review of study of the Chinese preposition and
prepositional phrase. In this chapter, the writer retrospects to the
research history of Chinese preposition and prepositional phrase
in the past hundred years briefly, and gives his own evaluations
to those problems existing in the period of the time.

Chapter 2. The nature and features of the preposition as well
as the relevant problems of classification and delimitation. What
is the nature and features of preposition in Chinese word-class
system? This i1s a problem which has not been adequately solved
in the study of grammar. Aiming at this problem, this book ad-

vances the distinction between nuclear functions and general
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functions. Nuclear functions refer to the distinctive functions
possessed by all prepositions , which are the foundation and major
evidence that preposition identifies itself. In contrast, general
functions are not necessarily possessed by all prepositiofis , more-
over, to some degree, some of its performances ascribe to the
shifting of the nuclear functions. Nevertheless the functional
shifting has not gone far enough to make it be mutually incom-
patible with nuclear functions. Between nuclear functions and
general functions there exixts a series of “Mid-states”, whence
the complexity of preposition lies. Furthermore, the writer has
made analysis on the phenomenum, in which verb gets emtangled
with preposition on synchronic level. Although verb and preposi-
tion share something similar in some general functions,in nuclear
functions they are seriously contradictory. Preposition should and
can be diverged from the sub-class of verb. Preposition is an inde- ’
pendent word-class. .

Chapter 3. The syntactic functions of preposition. The chap-
ter discusses the functions of preposition in syntactic structures,
the functional distinctions between monosyllable and disyllable
prepositions, and the functional distinctions among prepositions
that are similar in meaning. Furthermore, the author also puts
forwards his own viewpoints toward " le” and ” zhe” , which falls
behind preposition.

Chapter 4. The syntactic functions of prepositional phrase.
A discussion has been made on the potency of prepositional
phrases that function as sentence part. Notwithstanding under
certain conditions some prepositional phrases (for instance, when
predicate is a phrase of numeral-quantity-noun or when the verb
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of " pre-predicate” is ” shi”) can be used as subject, the major
syntactic function of prepositional phrase is to be a modifier.

Chapter 5. Semantic analysis on preposition and preposition-
al phrase. The author asserts that it works to make use of Case
Grammar for reference to study Chinese,nevertheless some adap-
tive modification have to be made. As case marker, preposition of
Chinese and English share both similarities and differences.
Based on different semantic relationship, the author divides the
cases relevant to preposition in Chinese into six kinds. According
to the degree of closeness between case and verb as well as its
performance on the surface structure, cases are divided into three
levels. The levels and kinds of case to some extent, exert some
influence over the surface order of prepositional phrases.

Chapter 6. Pragmatic analysis on preposition and preposi-
tional phrase. This chapter concerns with two aspects Using or
not using of preposition, the discourse functions of preposition
and prepositional phrase.

Chapter 7. Historical origin and some relevant problems of
preposition. First, a research has been made on the historical ori-
gin of modern Chinese prepositions. The conclusion is: It is true
that most of the prepositions in Mandarin derived from the gram-
maticalization of verb. Besides grammaticalization, there are still
some different situations, such as the continuing applications of
ancient prepositions, critical borrowing,etc. Secondly,the chapter
discusses the relationship between the word order type of Chi-
nese and preposition. It is a fact that most of the prepositions de-
rived from the grammaticalization of verbs. But in general, the
development and evolution of Chinese preposition is inadaquate
to influence the basic word order type of Chinese.
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