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_ Preface

The aim of this book is to provide a convenient work
of reference for those teachers who wish to save time and
to improve their teaching in their classrooms. It is also for
those people who may wuse it in their homes. To achieve
this aim, five sections have been included: Translation of
the Text, Word Study, Grammar, Key to Exercises, Trans-
lation and Notes to the Extra Readings. i

An attempt has been made to translate the Text, the
Extra Readings and the rest as clearly, fluently, and accu-
rately as possible. In the Key to Exercises, each question is
given only one answer, even if there may be more than one.
In Notes to Extra Readings, what are given are only those
considered necessary by the editors. ‘

Almost all the materials including examples of Word
Study and Grammar are taken directly from nearly seventy
different copies of grammar written by more than fifty
different grammarians, such as, Jespersen, Poutsma, Sweet,
Curme, Onions, Fowler, Sonnenschein, Quirk, etc. and dic-
tionaries, such as, Oxford Dictionary (13 vols), Webster's
Third International Dictionary, Webster's New World Dic-
tionary, Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary, A Dictionary
of American Idioms, A Comprehensive E’nglish*Chineise Dic-
tionary, Webster’s Dictionary of Synonyms, Synonyms (Funk
& Wagnalls Standard Handbook of), etc.. :

The English level of the editors is not qualified enough,
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and the reference books in hand are limited. Therefore any
suggestions from the readers are greatly appreciated.

The editors wish to express gratitude to Comrade Lee
Shuei-Hwa (#E4£), who collaborated with us during the
summer, 1979, and to Comrades Xue Zhi-mao (#L£#), Qu
Ying(g#%),and Wan Tian-ji(J5 K3), who helped the editors
in one way or another. Finally the editors wish to express
indebtedness to Miss Carol Benedict for reading the entire
book when it was at the manuscript stage, and for making
some suggestions. Without her advice it would have more
imperfections.

January, 1981



LESSON ONE
TRANSLATION OF TEXT
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WORD STUDY

I. Analogous words
" vital, indispensable
1. vital — necessary to the existence, continuance, or
well-being of something.
The materials world is vital for both our
everyday products as well as advanced technol-
ogy. : )
Secrecy is vital to the success of the scheme,
Air and water are of vital importance to us.
2 indispensable — absolutely necessary or requisite.
The use of proper material is indispensable to
(for) the success of the product.
Air is indispensable to (for) life.
He made himself indispensable as a companion.
II. Synonyms
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period, epoch, era and age

1. Period is the general term for any portion of time.
.This is his first period of life.
We have four 50-minute periods of lessons before
noon.
The figure shows an increase in production of
about one third above that of the corresponding
period of last year.

2. Epoch and era are often used interchangeably, but .
in strict distinction epoch applies to the beginning
of a new period marked by radical changes, new
developments, etc. and era to the entire period. =~

The steam engine marked an epoch in transpor-
tation, an era of revolution.

3. Age is applied to a period intensified with some ‘
dominant personality or distinctive characteristic.

Generally a Copper or Bronze Age preceded the
Iron Age in Egypt, Asia, and Europe.

The eighteenth century was the -golden age of
the English engrévers.

indispensable, essential, necessary and requisite

~ 1. Indispensable (see above) v p
2. Essential, in strict usage, is applicable to that which
constitute the absolute essence of the fundamental
nature of a thing and therefore must be present for
the thing to exist, function, etc.
Exercise, fresh air, and sleep are essential for
the preservation of health. ‘



’

Her most essential quality is kindness.

3. ‘Requisite is applied to that which is required by the

circumstances or for the purpose and generally suggests

a requirement that is imposed externally rather than
an inherent need.

Decision is a quality requisite to a commander.
Every work of art should contain within itself
all that is requisite- for its own comprehension.

4. Necessary implies a pressing need but does not always
connote absolute indispensability.

IIl. Phrases

Passports are necessary for all who visit a foreign
country.

No alternatives should be made unless absolutely
necessary.

1. be familiar with, be familiar to

The world of materials was composed of only
the few common ones with which we all are
familiar.

I have been familiar with him for years.

He is familiar with German.*

German is familiar to him.*

There were faces not familiar to me.

*The two sentences mean the same thing. But in the
first example the interest is directed towards He, in the
second towards the German Iangué.ge, i. e. the difference
is one of perspective or point of view.



2. demand for, in demand
Better materials are needed to meet their quality
and reliability standards, epitomized by Ilong-
term product warranties and the demand for
safer products.
Qur present mode of hfe is based on an ever~
increasing demand for metals.
There is a demand for these goods.*
These goods are in demand.*
These articles are much in demand.

*The same as above, the two sentences mean the same
thing, The only difference is one of perspective.

GRAMMAR

Attributive Clauses Governed by Prepositions

I. To avoid ambiguity the relative should be placed as
close as possible to its governing noun:
I have read the writings of Plato, who succeeded]

Socrates.
not

I have read a translation of Plato’s writings who
succeeded Socrates. '

The tools which we bought were in the wooden
boxes,

not
The tools were in the wooden boxes which we

o 7



bought. " -
1L Prepbsition and its object
A. If the relative is the object of a preposition, the latter
frequently precedes:
The few common materials with which we are all
familiar are iron, copper, lead, wood, glass,
ceramics, and rubber. A
In the twentieth century, materials have become one
of the most important factors on which the advance
of technology and industry depends.
He bitterly regretted that the little book on which
he had set his heart had slipped out of -his hand.
B. When the object is the relative “that”, “as”, the prepo-
sition is invariably put last: » ‘
He was not the man that we were looking for.
.This is the workshop that I saw him go into.
He should read such books as we all approve of.
'C. When the object of a preposition is a relative pronoun
understood, the prepostion is invariably put last:
This is the man I gave the book to.
This is the pen 1 write with.
‘ The man (whom) you spoke to is an innovator.
D. Very often the verb and preposition form together a set
phrase which cannot be well separated: '
‘ All such books as he is fond of are novels.
Electricity that we make use of every day can flow
in a wire. ,
This is the very funny story which everybody laughs



at.

III. Though in general the relative pronoun introduces the
clauses, we sometimes put some word in the first place,
as in the case of the following examples:

So we get this charming book, the newest thing of
which is, perhaps, its method.

Metals have many characteristic properties, the most
important of which is strength. |

IV. Sometimes a clause is used without a connective, without
a formal link joining the clause to the governing noun:

I was getting ready to leave on the very day he
came (on which he came). ‘

This is the reason I must keep on doing this experi-
ment (for which I must keep on doing it).

I was satisfied with the way you did your work (in
which you did your work).

V. Relative clauses may be introduced by the relative ad-
verbs when, where, why, meaning (at a time) at which,
(a place) at which, (the reason) for which:

Come and see me at a time when I am free (come
and see me at a time at which I am free).

We found a place (restaurant) where the food was
excellent (we found a place at which the food was
excellent).

This is the reason why I don’t believe him (this is
the reason for which I don’t believe him).



KEY TO EXERCISES

Exercise 1

1.  The man-made materials mentioned in the text are steel,
aluminium, plastics, ceramics, copper,and glass.

2. The three humanity’s earliest eras are called the Stone
Age, the Bronze Age and the Iron Age.

. 8. Yes, a rocket nose cone must withstand the tremendous
heat of reentry into the atmosphere.

4. Yes, this materials world is vital to our everyday prod-
ucts. )

5. It is estimated that there are between 50,000 and 70,000
different compositions and grades of materials available
now.

6. In 1900, less than 100 different materials were used in
automobiles. Today at least 4,000 different materials
are used in a car.

7. Yes, the search goes on constantly for new and better
materials to.lower costs.

8. One large manufacturing corpofation uses 14,000 differ-
ent materials in its industrial and consumer products.

Exercise II

1. false 2. fals;e 3. true 4. false
5. false 6. true 7. false 8. false
9. true 10. true

Exercise III
1. “from which atomic energy is released”

e 1O »



10.

11.

12.

R R TR R R R ER 4o

“through which it acts” )

BAIFT UL 22 HE s o A sl st iy BR B 2 e B

“the shape ‘of which is rather like the shape of a watch™
KR IRE R —A BRE, RIPREIR— R &,

“atoms act”
BERFOARXBAMNCLEgNENmERETHE, &
BRIBEIR X, : '

“e1l of which were known to and used by the ancients
WS, 9, BT e R0, R R0 AR andE A,
“that produce the electric current ‘we use’”

2 5 LA K 3R 3 A i BL, A 7= RATET A LR

“at which they change from one physical state to an-
other” '

”

 HEABFARERETA—-MHBEREE RS @

“with which a metal corrodes, or changes into a new
substance” ‘

HENAR—F S BREGE BB HEA S R~ & 2 R,
RAVEAB R IZ D B — L2k, \
“in which the process of corroding stops after an oxide\
film has been developed”
H-RERLETEELERERETZIR M,

“through which currents easily pass”

WA 5l sd t it AR b Bk,

“the most important of which is strength”

SERABT RN, Hh R T RBE,

“two of which are the power to conduct electric current
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