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SYNOPSIS

The thirty nine articles in this volume discuss "two
subjects: the researches on historical figures, and the theroies
and methods of historiography.

Most articles about the theories of historiography had
been written in 1950s-60s. The two articles among them,
“Appraisal of Historical Figures’ Role in History” and “On
Historical Figures and the Clases to which They Belong”, had
been collected into a booklet entitled “On the Question of
Appraising Historical Figures” which was published by the
New Knowledge Press 1955. It represented one of important
views in a debate on appraising historical figures, and gave an
impetus to the debate at the time. Other articles, “How to
Learn Modern Chinese History”, “How to Write about
Historical Figures” and “Talks about the Researches on
Historical Figures in Modern China”, sum up his experiences
in long-term research and develop his study on historical
theory.

Comparatively speaking, Chen’s discussions on a certain
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figure show his academic attainments in understanding
historical figures based on an analysis of the characteristics of
times. In some articles written in his later years, such as “Brief
Exposition on an Emperor Guang Xu”, “Sun Zhongshan and
Lu Xun”, “My Views on Qu Qiubai” and “Li Hongzhang and
China’s Modernization”, he reveals these historical figures’
true features by studying them in the course of change of
modern Chinese society and analysing deeply their compli-
cated characters and thoughts. Not only that, in his articles
about historical figures, i. e., “On Feng Guifen’s Thought”, “On
the Conflict between Tan Sitong’s Ideas on Democracy and
His Practice of Reformist Politics”, “On Chen Tianhua’s
Patriotic and Democratic Thought” and “On Song Jiaoren”,
some are pioneer researches, some state representative views
in the academic circles, they have had important and

widespread influence in the historical circles.
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