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prolegomenon

Chen Delati

At the end of 1980 s, Zhejiang Provincial Society for the Study of Folk Literature and Art took the
developing and flourishing the folk arts as the focal point of its work, so fortunately I got chances to touch
with many folk artists and folk artistic works of Wenzhou. even consciously organized and recommended
some folk artists of Wenzhou to join in some exhibitions inside or outside the province and even interna-
tional ones with their works. which then were highly praised.

There have a good assortment and substantial content of the folk arts in Wenzhou. The “Three-
carving and One-mould” of Zhejiang Province, which are Qingtian Stone Carving. Dongyang Wood Carving,
Chinese-littleleaf-box Wood Carving and Wenzhou Mould. are all famous all around the world. Among
them, Chinese-littleleaf-box Wood Carving and Wenzhou Mould just originated in Wenzhou. In addition,
Wenzhou has some other assortments of arts such as mosaic with colorful stones, stone carving, vegetable
carving, shell carving. root carving, mini-material carving. rice mould, Wenzhou embroider, hair embroider,
embroidered curtain, paper-cut, pottery art and etc. All these things are actually colorful and magnificent,
even have given Wenzhou a pretty name “the Town with Hundreds of Arts™.

The folk arts of Wenzhou contain exquisite workmanship and constantly bring forth new ideas.
Most folk artists in Wenzhou are good at creating artistic works according to the characters of materials.
relying on their highly skilled technologies and agile movements, then have created lots of artistic works
aiming at a likeness not only in appearance, but also in spirit. No matter what works they want to create.
they can always make their works fine. smooth, and even extremely lifelike. For example. paper-cut into
fine-grains of Yueqing. each centimeter square can even includes hundreds of mini-holes, which is clearly
showing the artist is well grounded in basic skills. Basing on the traditional workmanship, and according
1o the requirements from the developing society, the folk artists can explore actively and always weed
through the old to bring forth the new. and try their best to create many artistic works loved by the modern
prople, so they’ re highly praised.

The organization of folk artists in Wenzhou is strong in personnel and actual strength, among which,
people of tatent coming forth in large numbers. There *re dozens of thousand such folk artists in Wenzhou
including national arts &. crafts great masters. provincial arts &. crafts great masters, and also a group of
middle-aged artists with exquisite technology as a backbone, even joyful. many young artists have come
out, who are paying their attentions to studying, improving their own organic natures, such has taken the
ficld of folk arts in Wenzhou on a gratifying aspect. with another generation carrying on. everything
springing up vigorously.

The People” s Government of Wenzhou always pays attention to the construction on socialist
material civilization and moral civilization. and also focus on the folk arts, at the beginning of the new
century, with the support of it, Wenzhou Federation of Literary and Art Circles, Wenzhou Society for the
Study of Folk Literature and Art. edited and published the album “A Century for Wenzhou folk Arts” in
time. We can easily find that the folk artistic works included in this album are rich in local characters of
Wenzhou and artistic values, many of works among them have won golden prizes in national exhibitions
during the past few years. fully demonstrating the whole actual strength of Wenzhou folk arts. Meanwhile
we can see, the folk artists of Wenzhou have carried forward the good traditions and opened up the new
paths, even propagated Chinese splendid culture to the whole world. We can believe the publish of this
album can powerfully propel the cause of Wenzhou folk arts forward. and liven up the people s cultural
activities.

July, 2000
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