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CHRONOLOGY

1 June 1926

Jan. 1934
13 Sept. 1935

19 June 1942
1946
26 Aug. 1946
13 Sept. 1946
1947

Aug. 1947

1948

1949
1950

Dec. 1950

Norma Jeane Mortenson born in Los
Angeles

Mother institutionalized

Norma Jeane begins a two-year stay in a
Los Angeles orphanage

Marries Jim Dougherty

Changes her name to Marilyn Monroe
Contracted to Twentieth Century Fox
Divorces Jim Dougherty

Her first film appearance in Scudda Hoo!
Scudda Hay! is cut out in the editing
room; Dangerous Years

Her contract with Twentieth Century
Fox is cancelled

Contracted to Columbia Pictures,
March to September; Ana Lower dies in
the summer; Ladies of the Chorus
Appears in Love Happy for less than a
minute with Groucho Marx

ATicket to Tomahawk, The Asphalt Jungle,
The Fireball, All About Eve, Right Cross
Signs a seven-year contract with
Twentieth Century Fox; meets Arthur
Miller for the first time
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Marilyn Monroe Chronology

1953

1954
14 Jan. 1954
4 Oct. 1954
1955

7 Jan. 1955
25 Feb. 1956
1 July 1956
13 July 1956

1957

7 July 1958

1959

Hometown Story, As Young As You Feel, Love
Nest, Let’s Make It Legal

Clash by Night, We're Not Married, Don’t
Bother to Knock, Monkey Business,
O’Henry’s Full House

Niagara; co-stars with Jane Russell in
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes; How to Marry a
Millionaire with Betty Grable and
Lauren Bacall

River of No Return; There's No Business Like
Show Business

Marries Joe DiMaggio

Divorces Joe DiMaggio

The Seven Year Itch; moves to New York
and meets Arthur Miller again

Forms film company, Marilyn Monroe
Productions

Returns to Hollywood to make

Bus Stop

Marries Arthur Miller

Goes with Miller to London

The Prince and the Showgirl with
Laurence Olivier

Returns to Los Angeles to make Some
Like It Hot withTony Curtis and Jack
Lemmon, her first film in the USA for
two years

Affair withYves Montand during the
filming of Let’s Make Love; collapse of

marriage to Miller
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Marilyn Monroe Chronology

Aug. 1960 Hospitalized during filming of The
Misfits for drug abuse

20 Jan. 1961 Divorces Arthur Miller

Feb. 1962 On a trip to Mexico meets José Bolanos

19 May 1962 Sings ‘Happy Birthday’ to ].F. Kennedy
in Madison Square Garden, New York

June 1962 The filming of Something’s Got to Give is
suspended

4 Aug. 1962 Found dead in her bed

* viil *
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Marilyn Monroe was born Norma Jeane Baker
in Los Angeles in 1926, the illegitimate child
of a salesman; when she died aged 36, from a
drug overdose, she was perhaps the greatest
star in the history of motion pictures. Fol-
lowing an unhappy childhood, Marilyn became
a photographer’s model and, spotted by Howard
Hughes, was signed up by Twentieth Century
Fox. In the 1950s she played in a series of
highly successful comedies— Gentlemen Prefer
Blondes, The Seven Year Itch and Some Like it
Hot, but exploited as a sex-symbol, her
personal life deteriorated. Her marriage to the
baseball player Joe DiMaggio quickly col-
lapsed, and her relationship with the playwright
Arthur Miller (who wrote The Misfits for her)
came under severe strain as her bent for
self-destruction, which would end with her

death, began to overwhelm them both.

Sheridan Morley is drama critic of the
Spectator and the International herald Tribune;
he presents the Radio 2 Arts Programme. He
has written many theatrical and film biog-
raphies. Ruth Leon is a critics and journalist;
she also writes and directs cabarets and

produces television programmes on the arts.



ONE

NORMA JEANE

I can see your career rising in the East like the sun.

George Sanders

he was born Norma Jeane Baker (although her

birth certificate reads Norma Jeane Mortenson)
in Los Angeles on 1 June 1926, the illegitimate
daughter of Stanley Gifford, a salesman who wanted
nothing to do with his mistress’s child, and Gladys
Mortenson, married for the second time though not
to him, her first husband having taken their three
children to live in Kentucky. She died Marilyn
Monroe on 4 August 1962, having just turned
thirty-six, not the greatest actress or singer in the
history of motion pictures but certainly its greatest
star. If, for the first half of this century, it was Garbo
who captured the hearts and minds of film-goers
worldwide, for the second half, and long after her
death, it has been Marilyn.

Like Judy Garland and Jean Harlow and Elizabeth
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Marilyn Monroe Norma Jeane

Taylor, Marilyn’s private life was very often vastly
more eventful and tragic than anything she ever did
on screen, but uniquely it was Marilyn who plugged
herself into the national consciousness and later the
national conscience, so that when she died, in the
decade that also saw the sudden death of the two
Kennedy brothers with whom she was intimately
involved and of Martin Luther King, whom she
much admired, it seemed not to be the death of just
another actress but the tragedy of America itself,
somehow always killing the people it most loved.
From the very beginning, her life had all the
qualities of a penny-dreadful. Because her father was
nowhere to be found and her mother’s endless stays
in mental institutions meant that she was considered
by the local authorities to be an unfit parent, Norma
Jeane was brought up in a series of orphanages and

foster homes:

As I grew older, I knew I was different from other
children because there were no kisses or promises in
my life. I often felt lonely and wanted to die. I would
try to cheer myself up with daydreams but I never
dreamed of anyone loving me as I saw other children
being loved. That was just too big a stretch for my

imagination and I never thought I would ever manage
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