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Shark Attack!

“ must find a big fish — and soon!” thought Rodney, and he looked
around in the water. Rodney was a young Australian fisherman, and he
really loved fishing underwater. Now he was in an important fishing
competition. To win the competition, he had to catch the biggest fish with
his spear gun. Last year, Rodney won the competition — he was the best
fisherman in the area, the champion! This year, he wanted to win again,
but he was worried — he didn’t have many fish. Rodney was looking for a
really big fish, but luckily, he didn’t know what was going to happen next!

All the fishermen in the competition wore special diving equipment —
a diving suit, a mask, and a diving belt with a long line (see the picture on
page 3). Each fisherman carried a spear gun to kill the fish. Every time they
caught a fish, they put it on their line. Later, they could see who had the
most — and the biggest — fish.

There was one prize for the fisherman who caught the most fish, and
another prize for the fisherman who caught the biggest fish. The person
with the biggest fish was the champion, and the person with most fish was
the “runner up”. Sometimes the same person won both prizes. Rodney
really wanted to win.
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Shark capital

Most shark attacks in the world are in
Australia. It is the shark artack capital of
the warld. But there are not many attacks
— less than 300 in the past 100 years.
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After two or three hours, the fishermen had a lot of fish on their lines.
It was noisy and smelly — you could smell the blood from the dead fish in
the water. Rodney was still looking atound, he was thinking about the
competition. “I need to catch more fish to win this competition,” he said
to himself.

Suddenly, he saw a big fish about one kilometre away. “It’s a morowong!”
he thought. “If [ catch this fish, | can win the competition. A morowong is
a really big fish! I'll be the champion again!” Carefully, he turned around
and pointed his spear gun at the fish. But Rodney didn’t catch the morowong
— he didn’t have time.

CRASH! “What was that?!” he thought. Something hit Rodney hard
on his side. It felt like a fast train! “That’s not a morowong!” thought Rodney.
“Morowongs are big ... but this is huge!” He thought again. “Oh no!
Perhaps it’s a shark!” Rodney felt very frightened. He looked around to see
what had hit him.
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It was a great white shark! When the shark crashed into Rodney, his
mask fell off his face, and his spear gun fell out of his hand. A few seconds
later, Rodney’s shoulder was inside the shark’s mouth! With its sharp teeth,
the huge shark bit into his chest and back. Rodney was terrified — he pushed
and turned, trying to get away. But he had no gun, and he had no mask.
How was he going to escape?

He hit the shark with his hand, but the shark did not open its mouth. It
held him in its teeth and moved him from side to side to kill him. What
could Rodney do? It was impossible — the shark was too strong, and he was
getting tired. He was feeling very afraid.

Then suddenly he remembered something — he knew the weak point
on a shark!

“I must try to hit its eye — the shark’s weakest point,” thought Rodney.

Rodney pulled his arm back and hit the shark’s eye very hard with his
hand. It worked! The shark opened its mouth and Rodney fell out. He was
free! He felt very surprised. Sharks do not usually open their mouths! They
usually wait until the person is dead.

Rodney was very, very lucky. But he knew that he didn’t have much
time. He had to get out of the water as soon as possible to survive.

P 24 b T AR R R, fRRE RN LR TR, &
Rl ER . LHEE, PEER AR T RER HRIE & e BRI Tt
1 B 18 S B i . BERIATR T 1 A, I E R (LR b A, %
HEE, Eandki?

AT TR, MR ARESRD. BRAFREESEL, kK (e S P e
Flh. BHEBREMIT20B? TCHEAD BT, R A ok, BEHEE
1.

SRR T — P b il B AT 55 R

“HRMFITEMIE— SR B aMSE A" PHEEH.

P R, IR AT & FNREY . INERR TR AR, BRENT
W, fBLE T R RS D, B I R AR EN TR —HEBIAFEA L.

R EE AR S . (A RALE LA £ DI, L5 R Ak BLH SR
H.

Shark’s eyes
How does a shark protect its eyes! A shark can move
its eyes back into its head when it is artacked. Some

sharks have a special cover they can pull down over
their eyes when there is danger.
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He decided to swim up to the surface as quickly as possible. But Rodney
was not out of danger. He was bleeding, he was weak and frightened — and
he didn’t have much air. He had to get out of there quickly and get help.
He tried to swim up to the surface to get his head out of the water. But
where was the shark? Could he get away before the great white shark came

back and ate him alive?
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SPLASH! Rodney’s head was out of the water and he breathed in the
air.

“I'm OK!” he thought, and he started to feel safe.But then he looked
down. “Oh no!” The shark was coming straight for him — fast! Its huge jaws
were wide open, and you could see its sharp teeth — all of them!

“Not again!” thought Rodney, terrified. “What can I do now?” He felt
weak again.
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SNAP! The shark’s teeth closed again — but where was it? This time it
didn’t bite Rodney, it took one of the fish on his line. But the line was still
on Rodney’s diving belt! Suddenly he was moving — the shark was pulling
him through the water again on the end of the diving belt. He was like one
of the dead fish on the line!

The shark dived down and down into the sea, pulling the line and
Rodney behind it. Rodney didn’t know what to do this time — he didn’t
have a knife to cut the line, and he was still bleeding a lot. “I must take off
my belt,” he thought.

Quickly, he tried to take off his belt, but he was weak and he was
moving too fast, and it was difficult to see or do anything. It was no good —
he couldn’t open it.

There was no time to think now. He knew he was in serious danger. He
was going to die! “Will the shark eat me, or will ] drown?” he asked himself.
His head was aching and his shoulder was hurting. He was feeling weaker

and weaker.
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Suddenly the line broke. Rodney was free! He didn’t have time to think.
He swam up to the surface again and shouted for help.

Luckily, some friends were near in their fishing boat, and they heard
him shouting and splashing in the water. They quickly pulled him out of
the water and into their boat.

“What happened?” asked one of his friends. But Rodney couldn’t say
anything. Then they saw his diving suit — they could see where the shark’s
teeth went through his suit and into his body — and they knew that it was
serious. Rodney needed help quickly. The top part of his body was cut open,
and it was difficult for him to breathe.

His friends looked at him, and then at one another. “There is not much
time — he needs a doctor now,” they said quietly. Luckily, fishermen under-
stand danger. They know how to save lives. They know that it is important
to find help quickly. They always help each other when there is a problem
— next time, they could be in danger. You need friends when you are a

fisherman!
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After a great white shark bite, most people die. But not Rodney Fox — he was lucky — he lived!
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Quickly, Rodney’s friends got help, and took Redney to the nearest
hospital. The doctors at the hospital operated on him for four hours. When
the doctors closed up the hole in Rodney’s body again, they gave him 462
stitches. “You're going to have an ugly scar on your body for the rest of your
life,” the doctors told him.

Rodney smiled and said, “But I am alive! I am lucky.”

The story of Rodney Fox and the shark attack was on television and in
all the newspapers — it was big news. When they heard about it, many
people were frightened to go to the beaches and into the water. They asked
the government to keep the sharks away from the beaches. But they wanted
to kill the shatks, and Rodney didn’t agree with this. Many fishermen
respect sharks. They are dangerous, but the fishermen understand them.
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Dangerous teeth

A shark’s mouth can have six rows of teeth.
Each tooth is very sharp and like a triangle.
YWhen one tooth falls out, another grows in.
A greatvwhite shark can have 100 teeth.
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Rodney didn’t want to go out and kill sharks, he wanted to learn more
about them. He thought they were very strange and interesting, and so he
started to study them. [t was now the most important thing for him — he
loved sharks, and for the rest of his life he wanted to learn about these
silent killers of the sea.

Everyone was surprised. “A shark tried to kill you!” said his friends.
“You can still see the scar on your body! How can you do this?” Rodney
couldn’t explain his new love, but he didn’t stop.

A few months after the attack, Rodney was swimming in the sea again.
He wanted to get near the sharks — but he didn’t want to die. How could he
do this? Rodney thought about the problem, and then he had an idea. He
made a special box to put in the water — big enough to stanid inside. It was
the first shark cage. With the shark cage, he could be near the sharks, but
they couldn’t attack him.
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Rodney Fox now dives with sharks,

and is trying to help them.
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So what is a shark cage? It is a small box to protect people under the
water when they are watching and studying sharks. The walls of the cage
are made of a very strong metal and this stops the sharks biting the divers
inside. People can take their cameras and video equipment inside the cage,
and they can watch the sharks and photograph them, without any danger.

The cage also has special floats on the top, so it stays on the surface and
doesn’t go down too far into the water. When they are standing inside the
cage, the divers can see the sharks very well, and can study how they eat
and live. But the sharks can’t eat them!

Rodney’s idea was a good one and, today, many people use shark cages.
Divers and scientists can study the sharks close up and take photographs —
but they don't have to worry about shark bites. They don’t have to get as
close as Rodney! In this way, scientists can learn a lot more about sharks
and their lives. This can help the sharks. People will not be afraid of sharks
because they will understand them better.
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Shark Attacks — The Facts

Many people are frightened of sharks. They read stories in the newspapers
about shark attacks — like the story of Rodney Fox — and of course they
watch films like Jaws. When they see these pictures, they see that sharks
are dangerous and frightening killers — killers that like the taste of blood!
So people get more and more frightened. For some people, they don’t have
to see a film — just the idea or thought of a shark makes them terrified!

But in fact there are not many shark attacks — and sharks are not the
biggest killers of people. More people are killed by cars in car crashes, or by
lightning in a storm, than by sharks. So why are we more frightened of
sharks?

The word “shark” frightens many people, and they think that all sharks
arc dangerous. They are often very frightened of swimming in an area where
there are sharks. It is a good idea to be careful — but nort all sharks are

killers.

Bamgii—H34

F NMEE . MIERK LR AR R d A R DB - B
R — R T AR (R E) XA . BRIXLE FmiE,
118 e A A VAR AR T R T PR A TR E . ST S A KL,
i VA A LR — BB B i ) S

Kbr b, BEBGHEAWSHEAZ—R A RZARE AR T . EFHR e
W AR o B L el SERI A BBLL R e SERI A £ - BB 200 fH AR TE F A0 tale?

AT AL ABRBIEMR, ITARARK AR . iEFE
A WA SR R . /Ooh E—— (AR A R R A

L Pefit Parisien

‘‘‘‘‘

Stories and films about shark attacks make people frightened.
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