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PART ONE

CHAPTER 1 ARTICLES

PRE-TEST  You will have 10 minutes to finish the following questions;

1. Choose the ONE that best completes the sentence:

1.

Sunburn, , is caused not by heat but by rays of ultraviolet light.
4y the painful redness of skin

. B the painful redness of the skin

Q/a painful redness of the skin
D. a painful redness of skin

The stronger ___ magnetic field, the greater ____ voltage produced by a
generator.
A. the...a B. a...the
- C.a...a 9/ the...the
The Democratic Party has controlled ____ at state and local levels in South

Carolina since the Reconstruction.

- A, most of the elected positions

B. the most of the elected positions
C. most of elected positions
D. the most of elected positions

_____airbrakeis ____ brake that uses the power of compressed air to stop
a wheel from turning.

A. An...the B. An...a

C. The...the D. An...an

Today Shanghai still retains __ European look along Suzhou Creek.
A.a | - B. an

C. the D. /-

II. Identify the one underlined word or phrase, (A), (B), (C), or (D), that should
be corrected or rewritten.

1.

Pilot fish follows ships to feed on food thrown overboard and also
A B , C
accompanies sharks to share fragments of their meals.
D H
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2. Zebra’s stripes help this animal hide from its enemies.
A B C D
3. Gwendolyn Brooks, an United States poet and a Pulitzer Prize winner,
- A )
was born in Topeka, Kansas, on June 7, 1977.
C D
4. Son of minister, Paul Roberson graduated first from Rutgers and then
A ~ B - C
Columbia University law school.
D
5. Allied with British in the war of 1812, the Shawnee chief Tecumseh was
A B C

regarded as having impressing organizational capabilities.
D

1.1 The Indefinite Article

The indefinite article a (or an) is usually used only before singular countable
nouns.

1.1.1 to mean one, any, it doesn’t matter which, e.g.
Rome was not built in a day.
She picked up a magazine and began to read.

1.1.2 to designate the class, e.g.
My cousin is a doctor. (not an engineer)
Pass me a ball-point pen.

1.1.3 to show the sense of one or the same, e.2.
Birds of a feather flock together. (a feather = the same feather)

1.1.4 to make a generic reference
Does a dog have a keen sense of hearing?
A knife is a tool for cutting with.

1.1.5 to denote the sense of per, each, e.g.
The factory produces 14,000,000 tons of steel a month.
Notes:



1)  With an uncountable noun, particularly preceded by an adjective with
a distinctive value, to denote a certain value, a certain aspect of the
concept, such as a kind/type/sort of e.g.

This is a question of an international character.
This region produces an excellent wine.

2)  With a material noun turned into a countable noun, e.g.
I want a beer. (= ... a glass of beer.)

3)  With a person’s name, and the title, Mr, Mrs, etc., to indicate that
the person is perhaps unknown to the person addressed, e. g.

A Mr. White has called.

1.1.6 in many idiomatic expressions, for example,

all of a sudden

as a matter of fact

at a discount

at a time

at a blow

in a passion

in a way

of a size

on an average

with a view to

to take an interest in

to take a pride in

to make a fool of oneself
to have a headache/ cold
to -have a fancy for

to take a chance

to have a hand in

to have a pain

to have a try

to lend a hand

as a rule

at a distance

at a stretch

at a loss

for a while

in a word (=in short)
in a hurry

on a large scale

once in a blue moon
with a firm hand

to take a walk/ rest/ bath
to take a dislike to

to be in a position to
to be a pity

to make a success of
to have a good time
to have a mind to

to have a say in

to keep an eye on

to put a premium on

Note: an is used before words that begin with a vowel sound, not a vowel

letter:

You have an hour to finish your task. (The h is unvoiced)

This is an unusual case.




1.2 The Definite Article
The definite article can be used

1.2.1 to designate particular objects in a certain situation, e.g.
1) concepts common to mankind as a whole: )
the moon (=the moon of the earth), the stars (=the stars that are
visible), the sun, the earth, the sky, the air, etc.
2) proper nouns based on countable nouns (which require capital initial
letters): ' '

The Bible, the Lord, the United States, etc.
3) things restricted to a society, nation or other locative expressions:
the climate, the film, the telephone, the press, the ballad, the drama,
the radio, etc.
4) things which are part of the cultural situation and can be taken for
granted:
John came home from work. First he read the paper for a while,
then he got up from the chair and turned on the radio.

1.2.2 to denote a person or thing already mentioned, e.g. _
An old man lived in a small hut near a forest. One day, the old man left the
hut and went into the forest to get wood.

1.2.3 with plural nationality words to make a generic reference, e.g.
the Chinese, the Israelis, the Danes /Danish, the English (but Englishmen)

1.2.4 with a singular form individual noun, to refer to the whole class of people
or things, e.g.
The rose is my favorite flower.

1.2.5 with an adjective or a participle to refer to the whole class or a person or an
abstract sense, e.g.
The burnt cried fiercely. (= The child who was burnt....)
The sick and the wounded were sent home. (= The sick people and the
wounded people....)
The living are more important to us than the dead. (=Those now alive...-



those who are dead.)

1.2.6 with superlatives, ordinal numbers, and adjectives like same, only, etc., e.g.

She is the most beautiful one of the four daughters.

March is the third month of the year.

The town was still the same after fifty years.

He is the only man for the task. (But: He is an oniy child. )

1.2.7 with nouns modified by restrictive attributes, such as prepositional phrases,
participles, clauses, etc., €.g. -

He doesn’t like the wine(s)/ music/ lakes of Wales.
(but: Sam likes (the) glass from France.)

It’s the custom of the country. ’

I like the music composed by Ludwig V. Beethoven.

1.2.8 with the names of
1) musical instruments: He plays the guitar beautifully.
2) social classes: the working class, the bourgeoisie, etc.
3) the four cardinal pointe. the east, the south, etc.
1.2.9 with the following proper nouns
1) plural names (in general): the Wilsons (= the Wilson family), the Alps, the
Himalayas, etc. :
2) geographical names (rivers, seas and canals): the Rhine, the Thames, etc.;
the Pacific (Ocean), the Baltic, etc.; the Panama Canal, the Suez Canal, etc.
3) public institutions, facilities, etc.: the Grand (hotel), the British Museum
4) newspapers: The Observer, The Economist, The New York Times, etc.
But note that magazines and periodicals normally have the zero article:
English Language Teaching, New Scientist, etc.
1.2.10 in many idiomatic expressions, such as, .
all the way all the time
all the while all the year round
all the better/ worse so much the better
the other day not/ none the more/ less
the more ...the more ... in/under the circumstances



by the year round
by the hour

for the sake of

in the end

in/ to/ on the east of
in the shade

on the back of

on the sly

on the job

on the side of

on the track

on the whole

to be in the habit of
to follow the plough
to go by the board
to tell the truth

to break the ice

to keep the piece

to burn the night oil
to pass the buck

to go to the doctor

1.3 the Zero Article
The zero article is used

1.3.1 before plural nouns, abstract and material nouns to make a generic reference.

e.g.

by the way

for the present

for the time being

in the distance (=at a distance)
in the long run

in the right

on the contrary

on the way

on the part of

on/in the ground

on the spot

on the horizon

to bring down the house

to get/ gain the upper hand of
to the left/ right

to turn/ tip the scale(s)

to bite the bullet

to pick up the pieces ,

to drink someone under the table
to put the cart before the horse
to be in the theater

Planes go much faster than trains.
Cold air blew in through the open window.
Disease is usually caused by germs.

1.3.2 before most proper nouns, e.g.: Wolfgang A. Mozart, Chinese (referring to

language), France, etc.

1.3.3 in certain expressions, such as,
1) seasons: in spring, in summer, etc.



2)

3

4)

3)
6)

some institution (often with at, in, to, etc.)

be in/ go to bed, be at/ go to school/ church/ hospital/ office, be at/ go
home, be in/ leave town

means of transport (with by, on): by bike/ bus/ plane/ land/ sea/ ..., on
horseback/ foot

times of the day and night (particularly with at, by, after, before)

at dawn/ daybreak, at noon, at/ by night, (by) day and night, before morning
came, (but: in the morning/ evening/ night...)

meals: have/ before/ at/ after/ stay for breakfast

illnesses: have diabetes/ influenza (but have a cold)

the noun determined by the structures like (a) kind/ sort/ species/ type/
class/ form/ variety of, or kinds/ sort/ types ... of, such as,

There are all kinds of books on his bookshelves.

1.3.4 in structures like

1)
2)
3)

parallel structures: arm in arm, face to face, day by day, etc.

absolute constructions: Rifle in hand, he climbed into that man’s yard.
clauses of concession introduced by as, e.g.

Teacher as John is, he is not a grammarian.

1.3.5 with nouns referring to family members and nouns such as nurse, cook,
teacher, etc. e.g.

I don’t know why Mother is out of work.
Teacher was not pleased with your homework.

1.3.6 after copulas and naming verbs, such as appoint, elect, take, etc., when the
noun designates a unique office or task:

Lucy is (the) captain of the team.
Kennedy was elected (the) President of the United States.

1.3.7 in many idiomatic expressions, such as

at anchor at first at length
at least at most at once
at table at bottom at hand
at last at present at stake
at rest at short notice at war




beyond hope

by chance/ accident
day and night

in debt

in fact

in haste(=in a hurry)
in sight of

in turn (=by turns)
in future

in time

on board

on fire

on business

on shore

under cover

without question/doubt

to keep/ bear in mind
to take care of

to take/have command of
to be under examination

to be under discussion

Note the following four forms may be used to make a generic reference:

beyond reach of
by mistake

in advance

in distress

in fear

in honor of

in trouble

in secret

in detail

in peace

on deck

on purpose

on duty

on top of
within reach of
to catch fire

to set sail

to take place

to be under repair

to be under way

The horse/ A horse is a useful animal.

Horses are useful animals.

Would you prefer to drink milk or coffee?

EXERCISE

L. Fill in each blank with a, an or the if necessary.
F(freedom of the individual is worth fighting for.

1.

N

A

__Who’s at the door?
_It’s postman.

Pass me salt. please!

Mike has gone to butcher’s.

Some people want chips with everything.
Jimmy plays flute well.

by turns

by way of

in danger

in force

in place

in stock

in view (of)
in public

in reality

in case

on hand

on holiday

on time

out of job
without result
to have dinner
to take heart
to take part in



