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PREFACE

Liang You-de has been on “A Trip For American
Baseball” for over thirteen years. Although this book is
based on a trip in which he spent six months in 1993 in the
United States, his journey actually began as far back as
early 1980.

.For eleven weeks early in 1980, I was privileged to
conduct an instructional course for coaches and the devel-
opment program for players in Kunming, People’s Repub-
lic of China. Liang You-de was one of the men who served
as a translator for my lectures as well as the instructions
given to players and coaches on the field in the afternoons.
In Chengdu in 1981 I agairi conducted instructional pro-
grams. During both of those programs Liang You-de was
a prinary translator for me and became more and more
familiar with the American approach to baseball.

'As other American coaches came to People’s Repub-
lic of China to further develop baseball, Liang served as a
translator. Through this process he accumulated a consid-
erable amount of baseball knowledge. He became devoted
to baseball and particularly the development of youth
baseball from which strong adult programs can develop.

Not being satisfied with learning from Americans
Who came to the People’s Republic of China, Linang
" You-de made arrangements to study baseball in the
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United States. We were able to make arrangements for
him to take an instructional course at Georgia Southern
College under an extremely fine baseball coach, Jack
Stallings. Liang visited professional baseball programs,
youth programs, and met many American coaches and
baseball administrators during this visit as well as subse-
quent visits. He has experienced baseball from Little
League to Major League throughout the United States.
Wherever he has gone he has been a good representative
of the People’s Republic of China and has made many
friends. ,

I am honored to have been asked to write this brief
preface to the book Liang You-de has written. No one
person in the People’s Republic of China has had the
tremendous experiences with Amarican baseball in the
United States nor knbws as many of the baseball personal-
ities in my country as Liang You-de. The author will
provide the reader of his book a first-hand impression of
what it is like to be involved with baseball in the United
States. As you read his book you will grow to understand
more about baseball and the American people involved in
it. It is my sincere hope and the hope of the author that
such knowledge will further the cause of close friendship

between the. people of both of our countries. @p

B1ll Arce
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