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ABSTRACT

The dissertation applies the methods of comparison
to systematically study the formation and the develop-
ment of the tactics of China and the western world. It re-
searches on the similarities and differences between them,
analyzes the main factor which influence their develop-
ment, looks to the future developments of them, and ex-
plores the future development road of the PLA’s tactics.
There are 5 parts in this dissertation.

Part 1, which is the starting point of the whole paPer
and the basis of setting forth views, is the pandect. It ex-
patiates on the purpose and significance of studying the
subject of the comparison between China and the western
world in tactics, stipulates the scope of the studying ob-
ject, re —defines the nature of tactics. It also puts forth
the four factors of the tactics contents and the two criteri-
ons for comParison and evaluation of the tactics for the
first time. Finally it expounds the basic thread and meth-
ods of the study.

Part 2 is the comparison between China and the west-
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ern world in the ancient tactics. It mainly compares the
tactics of China and the western world during the ancient
cool-weapons period beforel15"-16" century. At the time,
both sides took the phalanx as the initial pattern of their
ancient tactics. Their battle formulas were simply, the
evolution of the troop formation in battle was the main
contents of their tactics. They experienced three leaps re-
spectively and pushed forward their own tactics of cool-
weapons period to its peak. The formation of Chinese an-
cient tactics was far previous to that of the western
world, and the level of Chinese ancient tactics took the
lIead to that of the western world all the time. The Chi-
nese ancient infantry phalanx had a complicated struc-
ture, its shape was multi-changes, and it abounded with
applying ruse. The infantry phalanx of the western world
took the unit as its main structure, its shape was simply,
and it seldom applied ruse. The Chinese ancient cavalry
mainly consisted of light-cavalrymen with bows and ar-
rows, they were light and agile, and they were good at
movement and assault. The cavalry of the western world
mainly consisted of shining spears and armored horses,
they were clumsy and placedemphasis on moving and as-
saulting in neat formation.

Part 3 is the comparison between China and the west-
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ern world in the latter-day tactics. It mainly compares the
tactics of China and the western world of applying firearm
from 15®-16" centuryto the early 20® century. From Ming
Dynasty to the early Qing Dynasty of China and the 16*
century to the mid-1700s of the western world was the
first phase. During this period, both China and the west-
ern world used the firearm and the cool- weapon simulta-
neously The Mandarin Duck Formation tactics and the
~ombined tactics of vehicle, infantry and cavalry of China
all £4.. 2 -iead to the Spain infantry phalanx tactics and
the Sweden Gustavus’s Linear System of that time. From
the mid-1700s to the mid- 1800s was the second phase. In
this period, The Chinese Qing government pursued the
tactics of shooting by cavalry, limited the development of
firearm. It resulted in the tactics level lagging behind that
of the westem world. However, the army of the western
world at the same time pushed the popularization of
firearm, replaced the Linear System with skirmish and
column formation, and it was a leap in the development of
tactics. From mid-1800s to the early 20% century was the
third phase. During this period, auto-firearm of the west-
ern world come on the scene, the tactics of skirmish
groups assaulting in echelon formation and the tactics of

defending in field position formed. The tactics of applying
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firearm entered into a period of great prosperi-
ty. Meanwhile, China gradually entered the firearm tac-
tics age by introducing firearm technology, imitating mili-
tary organization and learning ideas of the western world,
but its whole level lagged behind that of the western
world.

Part 4 is the comparison between China and the west-
ern world in modern tactics. It mainly compares the tac-
tics of China and the western world after 1920s. From
1920s to 1950s was the first phase. During this eriod,
the theory of motorized combined arms tactics of the
western world formed entirely, and the Revolutionary
Army of the Chinese People created the tactics of the
people’s war. From 1950s to 1980s was the second phase.
At this time, which was the developing period of the mo
torized combined arms tactics under the nuclear condi-
tion, both sides threw emphasis on combating in depth
and three-dimension, but the means and the methods of
reaching that goal were different. The third phase started
from 1990s, both the Chinese army and the western
armies continued to perfect the theory of conventional
motorized tactics under the threat of nuclear war, mean-
while they all actively probed into the tactics theory of the

information war. From the historical angle, the modern
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tactics level of the western world took the leading posi-
tion. From the angle of practical application of tactics,our
army’s tactics abounded in and characterized with apply-
ing ruse and creating new combating ways and means, ac-
complished the marvel of defeating the enemy possessing
superior equipment with inferior equipment.

Part 5 is the conclusion and the inspiration. It entire-
ly summarizes the general characteristics and differences
of the tactics of China and the western world. 1t also anal-
yses the reason that facilitates the general characteristics
and differences in terms of the technology development,
the national culture, the geographic circumstance and the
strategic guidance. On the basis of the comparison and
the research previously, it puts forth that the multiple-
dimension forces joined tactics will become the main com-
mon trend of the tactics of China and the western world
with the coming of the information age. The development
of our tactics in the 1" century should take a road of de-
veloping by leaps, to retake the leading position in the de-

velopment of the world tactics.
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