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A Brief Introduction

This is a critical biography, of Ouyang Xiu, a well-known
stateman, poet, and scholar in 11th — centary China. It reveals in
an all-round way Ouyang Xiu’ s life, during which he experi-
enced untold hardships yet sticked to righteous principles.

The author strives to examine Quyang Xiu’s thought on
politics, literature, Confucian classics and history as well as his
achievements and limitations in the social and historical context
of his time and to evaluate aptly Ouyang Xiu’s words and deeds
from the perspective of the present age. The author highlights
Ouyang Xiu’s brilliant achievements and great influence as indi-
cated in the great political and literary reform in the mid — Song

period.



