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1. Previous FIFA World Cups Review

Uruguay 1930
1930 4F & 3 % # F 41

FIFA’s decision to hold the first FIFAP*World Cup® in Uruguay did
not meet universal acclaim, as Europe was plunged in the midst of an economic
crisis. Participation in a FIFA World Cup taking place overseas involved a long
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sea journey. Moreover, for some clubs it meant having to go without their best
players for two months —a problem that is still topical today.

The organization of the first FIFA World Cup looked rather diffe-
rent from today’s with no *qualifying competition®, the 13 teams en-
tered by invitation and the final draw® was not made until the teams ar-
rived in Uruguay.

France met Mexico in * the opening match® and duly won 4 - 1,
but the hosts® and their neighbors Argentina® contested the first final.
After trailing 2 — 1 at the interval, Uruguay went on to prevail 4 ~ 2 and
thus won the cup which had been designed by *French sculptor Abel
Lafleur®.

The First FIFA World Cup, the First Football Legends

Although football was officially born in 1904 with the founding of
FIFA, it was not until 1924 and the Olympic tournament® in Paris that
the international game really came into its own. There for the first time,
teams from other continents arrived to take on the Europeans. The tour-
nament was an unmitigated success: 50,000 spectators watched
Uruguay beat Switzerland in the final. In 1928 however, when many
nations abstained from the Olympic tournament in Amsterdam®, the
time was obviously ripe for a new independent football tournament to be
established especially in view of the growth of professional football.
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On 26 May 1928 in Amsterdam, the FIFA congress voted that a
new tournament was to be organized in 1930, which was to be open to
all members. On 18 May 1929, the Barcelona® congress voted that
Uruguay should be the first nation to host a FIFA World Cup.

Seafaring Footballers

As holders of the Olympic title and the fact that 1930 marked its
100 years of independence it was appropriate to choose Uruguay to host
the first tournament. Although the news was greeted enthusiastically in
all football-playing countries, many European nations *harbored reserva-
tions® about the prospect of crossing the Atlantic, a journey that
promised to be long, tiring and costly. Thus, more and more European
associations broke their promise to participate.

Two months before the tournament was due to commence not a sin-
gle European country had entered the competition. Thanks to Rimet’s
personal efforts, at least four delegations, Belgium, France, the former
Yugoslavia® and Romania, set sail on 21 June 1930 from Villefranche-
Sur-Mer with the liner “Conte Verde” reaching *Rio de Janeiro® on 29
June, where they picked up the Brazilian squad and arrived in Monte-

video® on 4 July.
A Tremendous Sporting Success

The first FIFA World Cup only attracted 13 teams, including four
Europeans, eight from South America and a representative team from

the US. On the field of play however, the quality of football produced
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