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SYNOPSIS

Five parts in this volume are “The Records of
Thought”, prefaces and book reviews, poetry, proses and
essays on current affairs, and letters. In addition to them,
there are the appenaixes that include brief biography of
Chen Xulu, the catalogue of his works, etc.

“The Records of Thought” reveals professor Chen’s di-
alectical thoughts on academic questions and actual life with
a epigrammatic statement, of which the original had been
written on two notebooks, from 1977 to 1988. During his
lifetime, Chen had talked about it to his postgraduates time
and again, but never showed them to anyone. After the
death of him, we found the manuscripts in his things left be-
hind by the deceased, Which are the quintessence of Chen’s
historical philosophy and record a historian’s philosophiza-
tion in the days of a reform and opening. to the outside
world. Now, it is printed according to the manuscripts, ex-
cept for a few words revised.

Professor Chen spend a lot of time on writing prefaces
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and book reviews to other people’s works. These articles are
an important part of his academic research in his later years,
not only to discuss the books themself but also to give his
own opinions by developing what these books have ex-
pounded. Most of them, especially the prefaces, are excellent
essays with original views, ie., the prefaces to “History of
Modern Chinese ideas on Democracy”, “Chronological
Biography of Ju Qiubai’s Life”, “Missionaries and Modern
China”, “Political Groups and Their Thought since the May
Fourth Movement” and “The Myteries in history of Chinese
Culture”, which caught the attention of many scholars in our
country.

Chen had been very fond of literature ana history from
childhood, and good at writing poem (old-style poetry). Af-
ter taking up history teaching in the University, he still liked
to write poem in order to express his own feelings. Although
he had written many poems, small quantity of them were
preserved. In his lifetime, he collected the available poems
he himself had written before 1976 as “The Remainder of
Poems and Memories”, a transcript of his poems in chrono-
logical order brushed by his pupil. In this volume, the poems
written before 1976 include all of the transcript and those
which were found newly; the poems written after 1976 were
gathered mainly from newspapers and periodicals, or his
friends and his postgraduates. His poems, which are an im-

portant window of understanding Chen’s inner world, ex-
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press his aspiration and emotion.

The proses and the essays on current affairs in this
volume are mainly professor Chen’s writings in his early
years or in his later years. His early essays have a strongly
political inclination and direct the spearhead at the Kuomin-
dang government, such as “What Kind of Road Will We Go
to?”, “China Still Need the Revolution”, “On the Dependence
of Academic Research” and “Lamenting for Sinanthropus
Pekinensis”. These Essays, published on some influential
newspapers or periodicals, had had an echo in Shanghai’s
public opinions in the late 1940s. His later writings show a
historian’s emotion and conscience really, in which, “My
Feelings toward the Lake and Mountain in Hunan” exihibtes
an extraordinary passion for the native place, “Model and
Social Mentalities” mentions an unfavourable criticism of a
social phenomenon, “Removing Taboo” and “Giving Full
Rein to Historians™ Intuitive Knowledge” have a longing for
the freedom of academic research.

During his lifetime, professor Chen frequently had cor-
respounded with many scholars in the academic circles,
friends and his students or postgraduates. Due to the loss of
a vast majority of them, one hundred and sixty-three letters
in this volume are very valuable, which were collected by
Chen’s family members after the death of him. In the letters,
Chen had discussed academic questions and also talked

about himself. Some are more emotional, some are full of
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meaning. By reading them, we can understand professor
Chen’s conducting himself in society and the state of his

mind in the later years.
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