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THE RETURNED STUDENTS FROM JAPAN
AND MODERN CHINESE LITERATURE

by Jia Zhifang

This was originally a speech during the author’s visit to
Japan. In the large amount of historical facts collected
here, certain major events occurring in Sino-Japanese cultural
exchange are recorded, and the literary activities of a number
of writers who had studied in Japan are recounted. These
were the leading figures in modern Chinese literature, such
as Lu Xun, Guo Moruo and Yu Dafu. This article reviews
and analyses the historical conditions they were in and the
social planes of their activities. The author has not only
specified the role they played in the history of Chinese lite-
rature, but also their basic feature and its causes. Compared
with those returned from the West, students returned from
Japan were more radical in their political attitude, and ma-
nifested a stronger modern spirit of the 20th century in lite-

rature. Taking Japan as a window of cultural import, they

. 1 .



made explorations with regard to Chinese culture, and con-
sequently occupy a very significant place in the literary his-
tory of China.
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