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ABSTRACT

The basic contradiction of higher education development in our coun-
try is that “a poor country has to support a large educational system” ,i.e.
the contradiction between the urgent need of the citizens for higher educa-
tion and the shortage of public financial resources. The basic way out is to
make full use of non-governmental investments. To expand non-govern-
mental investments is such a complicated social issue that studies on its
social base and possible impacts on society must be carried out from the
viewpoints both of education and of society. Only in this way, can relevant
educational decisions be made on the base of scientific theories. Focussing
on this issue and using cross-subject research method, the dissertation puts
into use the theories and methods of philosophy, economics, psychology,
sociology , politics, law and policies, etc. to make a cross-subject study on
non-governmental investments. Some conclusions are as follows:

Higher education institutions could not stick to their own convention-
al ideal without paying any attention to the latest facts of social develop-
ment. If so, they will not be able to attract non-governmental investments;
at the same time, the non-governmental investors should not make the col-
leges and universities give up their own essential ideals, or the universities
will not be universities in themselves. So the contradiction and conflicts

between higher education ideals and the needs of non-govemmental in-
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vestors must be coordinated and settled.

Though the private profit of getting higher education in our country is
quite low, the overall benefits of higher education have given a sound ex-
planation of the keen needs for it. Theproducts” of higher education can
only be defined by distinguishing four types of the products.In our coun-
try, the teaching of colleges and universities is essentially a kind of pub-
licly supplied private product. The"production” of colleges and universities
must be socialized and market-oriented,, which is an important way to ex-
pand non-governmental investments. Non-government-run universities also
need the public financial aid and the support of policy to gain a large
amount of social investments.

Both the national psychological needs for higher education and the
cultural features in our country are the favorable aspects to non-govern-
mental investments. At present, there is the right social psychology for ex-
panding non-governmental investments, which the policy-makers should
make full use of to make decisions on higher education.

To expand non-governmental investments in higher education will in-
crease employment instead of unemployment. However, attention should be
paid to its effects on social mobility and gradation . The social equality can
only be kept by powerful financial support policy as a supplement to non-
governmental investments. The existing structure of the families and the
population in our country are the most favorable condition to increase non-
governmental investments, which we should take full advantage of.

The expansion of non-governmental investments will not exert side

effects on social politics if only the policies concemned are reasonable and
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appropriate . The shortage of public investment in education in our country
results from the absence of a mouthpiece of education in policy making of
public finance. The policies of non-governmental investments in higher ed-
ucation must be able to keep the balance of various political forces, espe-
cially to maitain the rights of getting higher education of those in disad-
vantageous situations.

There is no necessary relation between the quantity of profit and*to
Tn a university on purpose to make profit” . In our country, profit making
can not be a barrier to non-governmental investments in higher education.
The Government must encourage non-governmental entities and organiza-
tions to take part in the“ producing” activities of higher education. Lower
center of gravity should be the aim pattern to develop mass higher educa-
tion in our country;and the development of non-government-run universi-
ties requires both public supports and the free competition environment

under the control of the appropriate policies.
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