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On the Jinjiang course of the Yangtze River stands the central south-
ern Hubei city of Jingzhou, which is one of the first cultural historical
cities ratified by the State Council. The former prefecture was a vast
area in the words of the Tang-dynasty poet Du Fu, "lts western land
lies adjacent lo Shu, while its northern skies overiook the Qin
boarderland. The birds over the remote wilderness are those from
Yue, and laliouring on the boals are the folks who come from Wu.'

The old city of Jingzhou is a picturesque place proud of its long
history and a galaxy of personages. The cld city walt is one that has
been well preserved in perfect condition in the south of China, and
has been ratified as a national cultural relic. "Every time | hearken to
the Three Kingdoms stories, | am stirred to come and see Jingzhou."
The attraction of the city is thus expressed in a verse. True, the fame
of the city, togelher with the catching Romance of the Three Kingdoms,
has come through many generations and will go down to many. Thanks
t0 the careful planning in the recent decade, great progress has been
made in the urban development. Many spots of beauty and interest,
unique in their "Jin-Chu water-country look” and verdant with
vegetation, have blown vitality into the ancient city. The city now dis-
plays itself as much in metrepolitan splendor as in revitalized demeanor
with her many scenic siles. Jingzhou is striding to make itself "a cul-
tural historic city at national level, an important port on the middle-
lower reaches of the Yangtze River, and a hub city in the central south-
ern Hubei Province" as prescribed by the State Council.

The album 700 Sights of Jingzhou presents the photos of 100 inter-
esting places, each of which is followed by a few words of introduction.
A sketchy circulation map of the city showing the locations of the sights
is attached as a help to those who come to see the city as individual
tourists.

Friends at home and abroad, boundless is the joy we will have in
seeing you come and enjoy your stay here.
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02. Binyang Gate Tower

The double-roofed building on Yinbin Gate,
the east gate of the city, imparts a spectacular
air in primitive simplicity. The figures of Liu
Bei, Guan Yu and Zhang Fei, heroes of the

Three Kingdoms, are erected here for neople
to worship.
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A03. J nan City Site

The Cnu capital in the Spring & Autumn Feriod
TI0-4766.C ), Ying, as it was caled, is located
5 kilometres north of Jingzhou., The city, started
in the time of King Chuwen in €98 B.C. as the
capital, had seen 20 kings in the following 400
yvears of State Chu and grown into the largest
metropolis in southern China. It is a national
monument .
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W 04. Kaiyuan Taoist Temple
In the vicnity of the West Gate of the old ¢ity,
the tempe detes back to the reign of Kayuan (713-
TMA.D.)) of the Tang urder Zmperor Xuanzong. The
curent temple s the one that was renovated during
tha seriods of tha Ming and Qing.
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05. The Tacist Temple of Mystry

The temple inside the western flank of the
Minor North Gate on N. Jingzhou Road was built in
the Kaiyuan reign (713-741 A.D.) of the Tang.
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A06. Tahu Tacist Tempe
Standing on the rorth Ming—period—C bank of Taihu
Port outside the West Gate, the Ming— period—
constructed (in the Hongwu reign 1368—1398 A.D.) temple
stil affords 1y to the entrance gate, the Hal oOf
the Taocist Trinity of Purity, the bel—drum tower, the
Pigrim's Gate and the Gaden Hall.




