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To the Reader

Languages are always changing. The English language of today
is very different from that of several years ago, especially in its spo-
ken form.

For many Chire.: people who are learning English, the most
difficult part of all is learning how to speak it in the way that it is
actually spoken by the native speakers. Some people have taken sev-
eral years learning the vocabullary and grammar of the language,
however, they still feel uncomfortable about speaking the language
in the impromptu, spontaneous way. They may find that many of
the conventions, vocabulary of the spoken language are unfamiliar.
When the foreigners speak with them, they might be uncertain
what is being said and they don’t want to make mistakes. That's
why they feel shy about entering into conversations with foreigners.

There are many adults (or we call them ex-students of
English) who stopped at the point they are now at. They stopped
learning English because they may not realise there is a difference
between " knowing” English and being able to use it. And they lost
interest because they think they cannot learn or cannot find a book
that is suitable for them. I think what they need is more practice in
interesting situations, and they should pay more attention to speak-
ing and listening. ’

In this book there is something which the learners perhaps have
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seen before but which they have not really learned to use, and still
there is something entirely new which the learners have never
-learned before.

This situationally-graded book is designed for beginners and in-
termediate learners, especially for adults wishing to learn and prac-
tise the type of conversational English in currenf, everyday use,
since the dialogues are used time and time again in the given situa-
tions,

The purpose of this book is to,help the adults to use the Eng-
lish language as a medium of communication without an interpreter,
so the learners should make a practice of reading it.

This book is composed of 3 parts. Part One and Part Two pro-
vide 291 situational dialogues and Part Three is devoted to the func-
tional drills of several hundred useful patterns and a great number of
substitutes.

The dialogues are based not on a grammatically graded se-
quence but on the communitive situations, and the drills are aimed
at providing additional practice for the learners,

The language in this book, as spoken English, is informal in
the main. The dialogues are full of abbreviated forms and elliptical

sentences. Some answers in the dialogues are as shott as can be

only the key words left. And all the irregular verbs in the
notes are only given their infinitive forms.

The usage of some useful verbs and verbal phrases are exempli-
fied in the notes; many useful patterns and substitutes on different
situations are given in Functional Drills; the dialogues are made into
linguistic cassettes; each sentence is also given the Chinese version,
all these would suit the adults’ convenience.

2



1 hope that with this book the native speakers, who want to
have any dealings with the Chinese people or come to China for
sightseeing, may find it easy to learn the Chinese language.

I also hope that through this book readers at this particular
level will find interest and satisfation in the language-learning.

Associate Professor Liu Zhuang-chong from the foreign lan-
guage department of Tianjin University has read and corrected the
manuscript, thanks to his help, this book cah be more readable.
Some other people also deserve thanks for their help given while this
book was being written. They are Professor Yang Xiuwen, Miss Li

Naihong, and so on.

Jia Zhuli
Aug. 18, 1993
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