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UNIT1

1. Garage Sale

1 A quiz for the students at the beginning of the class

. Garage sales serve only two purposes: getting rid of the unwanted things

and making money. F

. Americans arc economical; they think throwing uscless things away is a

kind of waste. T

. The foreign student comes to the Burns' garage sale to pick up some items

he needs. F

. Several neighbors show up at the garage sale, but none of them buys any-

thing. F

. People can make a bargain at a garage sale. T

2 Information related to the text

There is an old saying, “One person’s junk is another person’s treasurc.”

This means what one person sees as having little value, another person sees as
very valuable. The value of anything depends upon the demand for it.

The term “garage sale” comes from the place where one displays the

houschold items he wishes to sell. Most people do not wish strangers to come
into their house, so they will place the items for sale in the garage. The

garage is an enclosed area where people normally park their car(s) and has a large
outside doorway of its own. Setting up sale items in it provides protection from
the weather. If a person does not wish to use his garage to display the items

for sale, he may place them on tables in his front yard. This would then be a

“yard sale.”
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3 Suggestions for teaching

1. The following questions might be asked as a warm-up:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

What are we going to have in this lesson. a story, an essay, or what”
(A short play. )

What characters do we have in this play?

(The Burns family: the mother, the daughter, the son, the father, and
a forcign student who lives with the family. )

What are they doing in the play?

(They are holding a garage sale.)

Have you cever heard of a garage sale” (If yes, the tcacher may ask the
student to tell what he or she knows about it. )

Do you know what a garage sale is after reading this play”

(A garage sale is part of American daily life. If an American family
wants to disposc of its junk, it may set up a sale in its garage.)

. To continue the class, the following discussions might be initiated, so that

the students could have a better understanding of the American garage sale.

1)

2)

Why do people like to start a garage sale”

(There are many reasons for having such a sale. In some cases, a family
may be moving to a new home and does not want to take the accumulated
possessions of the years with them. So they will scll all those things they
do not wish to keep. Or a person may just wish to “clean house.” He
may have accumulated clothes or toys which his children have outgrown,
but which are still in good condition. He may have kept all the books
and magazines he bought over the years, and be running out of storage
spacc. What should he do with the items he now no longer nceds or
wants?! He could throw them away or give them away to charitable
organizations. Many people do this. Others would like to get back at
least a little bit of the money they have invested in the items. So they de-
cide to have a “garage sale.”)

Why do people like to go to a garage sale”?

(There are various reasons for going to a garage sale. Some people go
out of curiosity to sec what kind of things other people arc discarding.
Others go with the desire to purchase cheaply in order to resell at a higher
price. Some people who cannot afford to buy new things of all kinds
hope to find what they need at a garage sale. Usually, the prices arc as
little as 10% or less of the original cost. Others are looking for a “bar-
gain”. They may not really need what is for sale. But if the price is
cheap enough, they may purchase something they would like to have,
but do not really neced. Some people are compulsive buyers. Others are
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looking for antiques.)

3) How do people start a garage sale”’
(Sales are usually advertised in order to attract as many potential buyers
as possible. Many advertise in their local newspaper. A small advertise-
ment does not cost much. They also put up small signs either of card-
board or wood on the street corners around the neighborhood. The sign
usually says, “Garage Sale”, and has an arrow pointing the way. By fol-
lowing the sign, potential buyers can find the place.)

4) Are there firm prices at a garage sale”
(The marked price of cach item may or may not be a firm one. Many
times the prices are negotiable. If an item you like is marked $2.00,
you simply ask, “Would you sell this for $1.507" The seller can then ne-
gotiate or simply say, “No, the prices are not negotiable. ” It never hurts
to ask. )

3. The teacher should draw the students’ attention to the colloquial and infor-
mal expressions in the play, and encourage them to paraphrase these ex-
pressions in formal English.

1) Want me to go and get it? (L. 23)
—Do you want me to go and get it?
2) You kids all set? (L. 41)
—Are you ready, children?
3) Not yet, but we're getting there. (L. 42)
—We are not ready yet, but we're almost ready.
4) Store open? (L. 54)
—Is the store open?
5) Settle for a dollar? (L. 93)
—Shall we come to an agreement at a dollar for it?
6) Guess I'll be moving on. (L. 124)
—I’'m afraid [ have to lcave now.
7) Sure have. (L. 128)
—I certainly have.

4 Translation of some difficult sentences from the text

1. ... or a group will have a sale to benefit a charity. (L. 3)
BEEAWEE DM LR EESF .,

2. Yeah, it’s a kind of recycling. (L. 39)
X, AR R K

3. Well, you’d better get moving. (L. 43)
R, R AT) B o KR st 7]

4. 1t’s my latest book club scelection. (L. 49)




(&3]

Extensive Reading

A J T W I A 15 25 4L AR 788 SKC (81 R (¥ 87 15

. Do I get a special discount? (L. 56)

FRAE S Ry BRI B A g7

. Ten cents each — six for fifty cents. (L. 65)

A10 K0, K6 A B0 K.
... but I just don’t have much will power — especially when it comes to salt
and peppers. (L. 109)
WP AT BT O U B AL B S RO 4

- Sure have, if you were able to separate Smitty from some of his moncey.

(L. 12%8)
IRAT VB R AR 1 S T R I 0

5 Some proverbs for the students to remember

He praises who wishes to sell.

He that blames would buy.

Keep your cyes open: a sale is a sale.

A good bargain is a pick-purse.

Many have been ruined by buying good pennyworths.

We can live without our friends, but not without our neighbors.
Wastc not, want not.

Penny and penny laid up will be many.

6 Key to Exercises

True or False
FTFTFTT
Multiple-choice

C

D B C D C D

Translation

1.
2.

3
4
5

G FK A HE R B AR
- RICEL IR T AT
HATE WO ML Y
ARZERMREH
PRILAG I 5 kg ?




2. The American Visitor

1 A quiz for the students at the beginning of the class

1. Paul and Nora followed the man in the red car because they thought the
driver was the man wanted by the police. T
2. When the man found he was shut up in the room, he felt frightened and
begged Paul to set him free.  F
3. Paul and Nora were not very rich. They wanted the reward badly. T
4. When the police officer heard Paul’s report, he hurried with him to the
house to arrest the man.  F
. That evening Paul was ashamed for his rash action and worried about being
laughed at. T
6. The American visitor gave Paul a check for fifty pounds, because Paul
helped him find his old family home. T

[@2

2 Synopsis

Paul Carson, a music teacher, was driving along a country road with his
sister Nora when he saw a man in a big red American car who looked like the
man wanted by the police. Attracted by a reward of fifty pounds, the sister
and brother resolved to catch the criminal by following him closely. As soon as
the man entered Seldon Manor, a house belonging to Paul’s friend Mr. Light-
foot, Paul shut him in and then drove to the police station. Realizing that Paul
had made a mistake because the criminal had been arrested that morning, the
police officer set off immediately with Paul to set the man free. The man who
was shut up in the house was really an American visitor from New York City.
Paul and Nora felt very much ashamed for what they had done. This rash ac-
tion of theirs would surely make them the laughing-stock of the whole town.
But a letter from the American visitor changed the situation. Instead of blam-
ing him, the American visitor thanked Paul for shutting him up in his own
house. It turned out that Seldon Manor was the American visitor’s old ances-
tral home. He had come all the way to England to look for it. In order to
show his gratitude, he offered the sister and brother a cheque for fifty
pounds. Paul and Nora got the reward in the end, though in quite a diffcrent
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way.

3 Suggestions for teaching

1. It is a good idea to have the students go over the passage very quickly to get
an overall impression of it. Ask the students, after they have read, what
their impression of the story is (a humorous story) and what parts they
think imply humor (Paul’s talk about his sister’s plan for the fifty pounds
and the police officer’s comments on his wife; the dialogue between the sis-
ter and brother later that evening at home; and Mr. King’s telephone call
to Paul).

2. An author usually shows what his characters are like by telling you what
they say, what they do, what they think about and what others say about
them. As they read, the students should concentrate their attention on the
traits and motives of the characters in this story.

Paul Carson:
sharp-eyed: He could, at one glance, recognize the driver in a passing
car as the criminal in the newspaper.
cautious; He followed the driver all the way to the house in order to get
as much evidence as possible.
a little stubborn; Though the officer told him the criminal had been ar-
rested that morning, he still insisted that the man he had shut up was a
criminal too.
sensitive about _his reputation: Though he wanted the reward as cagerly
as his sister, he did not say so openly. Instead, he made some high-
sounding excuses. He said he wanted to help the police catch the crimi-
nal; he had a duty to protect his friend’s property while he was away
on holiday; he did not want to disappoint his sister because she wanted
the money so much .... Later that evening at home, he was more wor-
ried about being laughed at than sorry for wrongfully shutting up the
American visitor.

Nora:
straightforward: She said what was on her mind. She wanted the re-
ward badly and said so frankly.
simple-minded: She planned how to spend the money before she got it;
she answered the newspaper man’s questions without thinking, just be-
cause he had a nice face.

the American visitor:
kind at heart but ugly-looking: Though Paul had wrongfully shut him
up, he did not take it to heart. Instead, he thanked Paul for helping
him find his old family house.
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3.

understanding: He knew Paul had chased him mainly for the fifty

pounds, so he offered him the same amount of money. In this way he

showed his gratitude without wounding Paul’s pride.
Comments
This is a humorous story designed to entertain. The plot revolves around an
American who is trying to find his ancestral home in England and a local
resident who desires to protect his friend from a suspicious stranger and
earn a reward.

This story illustrates what happens when one “jumps to conclusions”
without sufficient evidence. Circumstantial evidence seemed to indicate
that the stranger was a criminal. The actions of Paul Carson are under-
standable, given the information he had.

Ask your students if they have ever “jumped to a conclusion” and then
found out they were completely wrong. Was it a serious mistake? Was it a
funny mistake? What should a person do when he makes such a mistake”

Is it possible to tell much about a person by his outward appearance?
Are first impressions usually right”

4 Sentences for the students to use as models

1.

When Paul Carson saw it (the big red car) coming towards him, he stopped
his own car at the side, to make room for it to pass. (L. 2)

. Men like him use a different car every week. (L. 26)
. To get our fifty pounds, we must be able to tell the police as much as possi-

ble. (L. 31)

If you hear me call, drive up to the house as quickly as you can. (L. 48)
He ran back to the car as fast as he could. (L. 55)

He ran across the garden and shut the door. Then he fixed it so that it could
only be opened from outside. (L. 52)

5 Translation of some difficult sentences from the text

1.

Then he started walking towards an old white house, which was half-hidden
by trees a little way from the road. (L. 39)

RIGMY - HEAFAKIALG FEX, Ol FEREAE, FERCEHRE A
ME()

. I’'m going across the field to the side of the house. (L. 46)

HFLEHRA ST — M.

. Paul did not wait to talk. He ran back to the car as fast as he could. (L.. 55)

TRE A At 4, R R




4. He jumped to his feet when he saw a policeman. (L. 82)
- DL B A 4 i A B K
5. His face was getting redder every second. (L. 86)
b e 58k A AT
6. That boy's bottom will hurt him before I've finished, or my name isn’t
Howard L. King of New York City. (L. 37)
AFTIAOR BB A BAIR, AR LA A AW E R L2 1.
7. I may have small cars like your man in the newspaper, but my cheques are
good. (L. 133)
WREFR AT - BUNH S KRR AR A B AR A A B 3R AT R

6 Key to Exercises

True or False

T TTTF F
Multiple-choice

A B B CDD A




3. Ruthless

1 A quiz for the students at the beginning of the class

Judson Webb works in New York City and lives in the countryside. F
Judson was a man of high position. He had the power to make laws. F
Judson planned to kill the thief by putting poison in the whiskey. T
Unlike her husband, Helen was a kind woman. T

Alec made Judson drink the poison whiskey in order to punish him. F
Judson drank the poison whiskey and died from his own trap. T

SO RN

2 Information related to the text

New York City is the largest city in the U.S. It is divided into five boroughs:
Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Quecns and Richmond.

In 1626, the Dutch bought Manhattan from the Indians for what today
would be the equivalent of $24, and named it New Amsterdam. In 1674, it
became an English colony and was renamed New York. After the American
Revolution, New York became the first capital of the United States. The city
grew rapidly during the 19th century, thanks to the millions of immigrants
who landed there. New York became one of the largest and most powertul
cities in the western world and has at present a population of more than 8 mil-
lion.

Modern New York is an exciting city. The architecture of Manhattan,
with its soaring skyscrapers, is not soulless, as many foreigners imagine. The
materials used — stainless steel, concrete and glass — give the buildings a
striking beauty. The long avenues, broad and straight, lined with expensive
stores and massive apartment houses, impress by their scale alone.

New York is an impressive city for those who love the arts. Its muscums
and numerous art galleries, its concerts, opera and ballet performed at Lin-
coln Center, and its theaters on and off Broadway, make it one of the world’s
centers of the arts.

New York, of course, has other faces less attractive. The poor districts of
the city have some of the worst slums in the U.S. A., and its crime rate is
among the highest in the western world.
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3 Suggestions for teaching

1.

Usually there is a great deal of information about a passage to be found in
the title. The teacher may like to begin the passage by asking the students
to read the title first and then asking the following gestions to check their
comprehension of the text.
1) What does the word “ruthless” mean”

(without pity or showing no mercy)
2) Could you give some of its synonyms”’

(cruel, merciless, brutal, cold-blooded, heartless, barbarous, inhuman)
3) Who does the word “ruthless” refer to in this passage”

(Judson Webb)
4) Why do we say he was ruthless”’

(Because he did not care who would be hurt by his trap. )
5) Did his plan work?

(No, he drank the poison whiskey himself.)

. In this story the author shows what Judson was like, using his actions and

his words. Ask the students to pick out sentences from the text that imply
his ruthlessness.

. The author ends the story by leaving things unsaid. Ask the students, what

happened to Judson in the end?
(He died by drinking the poison whiskey he had prepared for the thief.)

4. Judson wanted to poison the thief but ended up dying from his own “trap”.

This is very ironic. Ask the students how it happened that Judson drank the
poison whiskey.

(He had a fall when he went out to the garden to fetch his boots. When
Alec found him lying on the ground unconscious, he hurried inside to get a
glass of whiskey for him, not knowing there was poison in the bottle. Half-
conscious, Judson drank the poison whiskey.)

4 Sentences for the students to use as models

N

. The law does not punish burglary by death. (L. 42)
. “When it comes to protecting my property, [ make my own laws.” (L. 44)
. If a man robs me of five dollars it is the same as if he took a hundred.

(L. 48)

. No one is going to be hurt unless he breaks in. (L. 62)
. He suddenly remembered that he had not packed his hunting boots drying

outside on the heavy table in the garden. (L. 64)
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5 Translation of some difficult sentences from the text

1.

It was placed invitingly in front with a whiskey glass by its side. (L. 12)
KT P WA AE AT ILE A F i — M.
. only this time he’ll be very sorry if he comes. (L. 28)

SRR 7% TE & fatgAie.

. “When it comes to protecting my property, | make my own laws.” (L. 44)

HIR B0 RAR A Ok

. It was not a bad fall. (L. 69)

VREEFE AN H

6 Some proverbs for the students to remember

S AW -

Reap what one has sown.

As a man sows, so shall he reap.

Sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.

As you make your bed, so you must lie on it.
He that hurts another hurts himself.

Cruelty deserves no mercy.

7 Key to Exercises

Multiple-choice

A CDCBUDC
Translation

SUAE AR O AT R ER

bt A5 A B AP 450 A HUHE &
A A s IT i AME B o
fl AR B E A F BB %9,
it 5 A o o o i

1t 796 2 b 9125 T b A )
hTCF LT AR ) I E 2,
PR GEIRERE - ALMET,




