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Episode 1
Getting to Know Who’s Who

Mr. Christopher Gordon, Managing Director of International
Trading Company and Miss Philippa Davis, a representative. from
the Sino-British Trade Council, have just arrived at Gatwick airport
to meet a Chinese delegation of 4 people, who are coming to Britain

on a trade mission.

GORDON We’ ve made it in good time. The plane’ s
scheduled to land in half an hour, and it’ll be
at least another 30 — 40 minutes after that be-

fore they’ ve cleared passport control, the bag-

gage hall and customs so why don’t we

go and have a coffee? -’

DAVIS Yes, good idea. Actually, I’ m really quite
hungry. I didn’t have time for breakfast this
morning. I wouldn’t mind a sandwich or
something. Oh, isn’t Mr. Yang from
Sinochem’ s London office coming to the air-
port?

GORDON Yes, I’m sure he is. In fact he’s arranged all
the hotel bookings for the delegation, so I ex-
pect he’ll be here soon.

(They go up the coffee lounge, buy their
drinks and sit down. )

DAVIS Gosh, it’ s really expensive here. I couldn’t
1
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believe it when I was charged £2.50 just for
a coffee and a sandwich. It’s awful!

Yes, these places are always expensive. I suppose
one is paying more for the convenience than
for the food. You’ ve done well in arranging
such a full programme for this delegation.
Thank you. The delegation members had very
clear ideas about exactly who they wanted to
see —— and why. All the U. K. firms
approached were delighted to have an
opportunity to meet the Chinese delegates on
home soil. Most of the companies they are
visiting have already done some business with
China. They are pleased to be able to return
the hospitality always extended to British
visitors to the PRC.

Have you met Madam Li Wei, the delegation
leader?

No, I haven’ t actually. You have presu-
mably?

Yes, she’s a pretty impressive person, I must
say. | met her a few years ago, shortly after
she’d just signed what still is, I think, one of
the largest fertilizer contracts in the world.
She wasn’ t the president of Sinochem at that
time, but I imagine closing that deal would
have made it a foregone conclusion that she
was next in line for the job.

She’ s relatively young for such a responsible
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post, isn’t she?

Yes, I’d put her in her mid-40’s, certainly
no more than 46 or 47, but it’s hard to tell
with the Chinese. They don’t show their age
as much as we do. She’s still very attractive
and always well dressed. Never a hair out of
place.

I’ m looking forward to meeting her. What’s
her English like?

It’ s absolutely superb. It never ceases to
amaze me how well the Chinese manage to
speak English. The majority have only studied
it in China. They’ ve never been to England or
the States or Australia. It really puts my
efforts at learning Chinese to shame.

Well, in all fairness, Chinese is said to be one
of the most difficult languages in the world. Is
Madam Li easy to get on with?

Oh yes, no problem there. On a social level,
she’s very pleasant and has a great sense of
humour. But don’t be deceived. In a business
environment, she is tough, but she is always
fair and ‘Her word is her bond. ’

Yes, I’ve heard that. If you want to do busi-
ness with her, you must do your homework.
She is extremely astute and clear-headed in
negotiations. Most people I’ ve spoken to en-
joy doing business with her because she is so

open and above-board.
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Do you know the rest of the delegation?

I met Madam Wan Qing last time she was in
Britain. She seems quietly competent. She is
a project manager with Machimpex and is
responsible for buying all China’s ships. Quite
a task.

Really. My colleagues have met the two gen-
tlemen coming, Mr. Guan and Mr. Zhou.
They are coming to sell rather than to buy,
aren’t they?

Yes. Although it’ s a small delegation, they
are all very responsible people, and all have
the power to sign deals on behalf of their cor-
porations. So, I hope a lot of business will be
done in the coming fortnight.

Yes, let’s hope so. But now we’d better go
down to the arrivals hall in case they come
through customs sooner than we expected.
Hopefully we’ Il bump into Mr. Yang Ding
while we’re waiting. Yes, look, there he is,
he’ s just coming in now. Let’s go and join

him.

Terms in the Introduction

1. managing director

2. International Trading Company E fx % 52\ 5]

3. representative
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4. Sino-British Trade Council FPERHERS

5. airport
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.delegation

. mission

Terms in the Episode

1
2
3
4
5.
6
7
8
9

.to clear passport control
. the baggage hall

. customs

.sandwich
Sinochem

. hotel bookings
.the coffee lounge
.expensive

.1 was charged £2.50.

10. convenience

11.a full programme

12.firms approached

13. hospitality

14 . presumably

15.impressive

16.to sign

17 . fertilizer contracts

18. to close a deal

19.a foregone conclusion

20. relatively young

22.a responsible post

23. attractive

24 . absolutely superb

25.to amaze me

26. the majority
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27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Say

1.We’ve made it in good time.

put to shame
in all fairness
a sense of humour

tough

Her word is her bond.

astute

negotiation

open and above-board
competent

project manager
Machimpex

colleague

hopefully

these sentences:
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2.The plane’s scheduled to land in half an hour.

3. It’ Il take at least another 30 minutes before they’ ve cleared

4.1 expect he’ll be here soon.
5.

7.
8.

customs.

gates.

Britain.

They were delighted to have an opportunity to meet the dele-
. We’ 1l be pleased to return the hospitality extended to us in

It’s a foregone conclusion that she is next in line for the job.

She’s relatively young for such a responsible post.

9.1"m looking forward to meeting her.

10. In all fairness Chinese is one of the most difficult languages in

the world.



