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Foreword

Fan Shouyi

More than a century and a half ago, China was still under the feudal rule
of the Manchurians. The doors of the heretofore isolated, self-centered,
Middle Kingdom were forced open by the joint assault of impertalist pow-
ers of the West. The humiliating unequal treaties signed hetween China
and the invaders awoke the Chinese people to the realization that the
world was much larger than they had ever known it to be and that there
were much stronger nations existing in the rest of the world, and their
people lived in quite different societies. The impotence of the Qing rulers
in face of Westen aggression fermented strong discontent among the intel-
lectuals as well as among the masses.

While the gun-boat policies of the Westem powers had been successful
in reducing China 1o subjugation, the activities of missionaries played a
large part in influencing mentally those Chinese who had had an opportu-
nity to receive a Western education. Yung Wing was a typical example of
the early beneficiaries, who became the first Chinese graduating from
Yale. Persuaded by Yung Wing, the Qing Government agreed to send 120
boys in 4 detachments to the United States for study for a duration of 15
years as of 1872, who, though recalled before their time due, were able
to render services to their fatherland one way or another. They were the
ones who helped the people on either side of the Pacific to know and un-
derstand each other.

The discovery of gold in Sacramento, California in 1848 aitracted the
first wave of Chinese from Canton to join the world-wide rush for gold. A
decade later, some 50 Chinese were enlisted on a trial basis to help build
the transcontinental railroad, to be reinforced later by mwore Chinese la-
borers from China. The Chinese were also engaged in {arming, fishing,
running restaorants, laundries, and doing domestic services, etc. Many
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Chinese merchants also went 1o the US to trade. But in an inherently
racist society where white supremacism reigned, the services of Chinese in
California were no longer welcome. A handful of racists stirred up anti-
Chinese: sentiments, which led 1o the passing of the Chinese Exclusion
Act by Congress in 1882, making further entry of Chinese into the United
States more difficult, followed by a series of other acts enacted for the
same purpose, These acts remained in force until 1943 when they were fi-
nally repealed. However, despite the unfair treatment and persecutions,
the Chinese in America managed to survive in an hostile country. With
their wisdom and diligence, they have made positive contributions to the
growth of the United States from the mid nineteenth century until today.

Many educated Chinese in America tock up their pens as an instrument
of expression to write about their own stoties or the stories of others, or
fietionalize their cxperiences. Sui Sin Far, or Edith Ealon, was the first
writer to wnte in defense of the Chinese in the late nineteenth century.
Then came Yung Wing, Pardee Lowe, Jade Snow Wong, C. Y. Lee,
Lowis Chu, Maxine Hong Kingsion, and a wave of younger writers, like
Frank Chin, Amy Tan, Gish Jen, Gus Lee, David Henry Hwang, David
Wong Louie, Fae Myenne Ng, among others. They write in a variety of
literary genres and styles, and on a wide range of subject-matters, to give
voice to their sentiments, demands, and dreams.

In Gateway to the Golden Mounigin, which is an educational series or-
gamized and reprinted by the Shanxi Education Press, we plan v present
to our mainland readers some of the Chinese-American authors, through
whose works we will learn about the life of the Chinese Americans—their
hardships and struggles, successes and failures, thoughts and feelings,
their interrelationship with the other races, etc. We believe that muloal
undersianding is essential to furthering the friendly ties between the Chi-
nese and American people, and the publication of this educational series
shall be instrumental in this regard. We sincerely hope that our efforts are
appreciated and more authors would agree to let their works appear in this
series. It is expected that with more and mare works available here in the
mainland Chinese American studies will become an independent inquiry
for the aspiring students to pursue, the implication of which will be
tremendoys in deed.
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