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Abstract

Guided by fundamentals of historical materialism, this doctoral
dissertation tries to analyse and appraise the influence objectively and
comprehensively which returned students studying in the United States
exerted on modem Chinese educational development and innovation
with the help of pursuing the educational action the returned students
studying in the United States did before Anti — Japanese war.

After the foundation of the Republic of China (1912 — 1949),
the voice of using the experience of American education for reference
upsurged increasingly with the New Cultural Movement breaking out
and the trend of thought in western education spring up, in addition,
a large number of returned students studying in the United States pub-
licizing American educational system and thought, to some extent,
further accelerated the educational movement in modern times. There-
fore, Using the experience of American educational system for refer-
ence and acoording to the facts of china to reforming oringinal educa-
tional system broke out in 1920s. Not only the commumication of edu-
cation between China and America but also education system reforma-
tion movement, returned students had all played a very important role
as well. Ever since the foundation of the Republic of China (1912 —
1949), the universities of China developed rapidly, which made uni-
versities become major fields of the activities of students studying in the
United States before Anti — Japanese war. Many returned students
oontributed to the development and reformation of universities educa-
tion before the Anti — Japanese war by means of acting as the presidents
or teaching positions in universities. The China Foundation for Promo-
tion of Education and Culture was a special cultural and educational or-
ganization. There were always most returned students studying in the
U. S. among them, thus, returned students had a close connection



with it. In addition, the retuned students and the returned foreign e-
ducation itself had a very close relation. To some extent, returned
foreign education in modern times of China went gradually forward
standard in the reflection of continuous reformation. But from 1910s to
1920s, the all reflections and criticisms for the retumed foreign educa-
tion stimulated and guided the correction and reformation of current
policys of retumned foreign education as well.
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