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RFEBREMERNSET XA :

{1) What is the main idea/subject of this passage?

(2) What does this passage mainly/primarily concern?

(3) The main theme of this passage is .

(4) The main point/central idea of the passege is .

{5) Which of the following is the best title for the passage?

(6) The title that best expresses the theme of the passage is .

(7) On which of the following subject would the passage most likely be
found in a textbook? '

{8) The purpose of the writer in writing this passage is

(9) Which of the following best describes the passage as a whole?

(10) The point the writer is making in the passage is that

(11) The purpose of this passage is to .

(12) The author prcbably intended this selection to .
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Example 1 (from CET 1995.6):

Researchers have established that when people are mentally engaged, bio-
chemical changes occur in the brain that allow it to act more effectively in cogni-
tive (JAA M) areas such as attention and memory. This is true regardless of
age.

People will be alert (3£ #9) and receptive (FEFREH MR AY) if they are
faced with information that gets them to think about things they are interested
in. And someone with a history of doing more rather than less will go into old
age more cognitively sound than someone who has not had an active mind.

Many experts are so convinced of the benefits of challenging the brain that
they are putting the theory to work in their own lives. “The idea is not necessar-
ily to learn to memorize enormous amounts of information,” says James Fozard,
associate director of the National Institute on Aging. “Most of us don’ t need
that kind of skill. Such specific training is of less interest than being able to
maintain alertness. ” Fozard and others say they challenge their brains with dif-
ferent mental skills, both because they enjoy them and because they are sure that
their range of activities will help the way their brains work.

Gene Coben, acting director of the same institute, suggests that people in
their old age should engage in mental and physical activities individually as well as
in groups. Cohen says that we are frequently advised to keep physically active as
we age, but older people need to keep mentally active as well. Those who do are
more likely to maintain their intellectual abilities and to be generally happier and
better adjusted. “The point is, you need to do both. ” Cohen says, “Intellectual
activity actually influences brain-cell health and size. ”

What is the passage mainly about?

A. How biochemical changes occur in the human brain.

B. Why people should keep active not only physically but also mentally.

C. How intellectual activities influence brain-cell health.

D. Why people should receive special mental training as they age

ZENERERE B, 2BEESEWPOEE, B RERMAEX
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Example 2:

A rapid means of long-distance transportation became a necessity for the U-
nited States as settlement (F#i/E#) spread ever farther westward. The early
trains were impractical curiosities, and for a long time the railroad companies met
with troublesome mechanical problems. The most serious ones were the construc-
tion of rails able to bear the load, and the development of a safe, effective stop-
ping system. Once these were solved, the railroad was established as the best
means of land transportation. By 1860 there were thousands of miles of railroads
crossing the eastern mountain ranges and reaching westward to the Mississippi.
There were also regional southern and western lines.

The high point in railroad building came with the construction of the first
transcontinental system. In 1862 congress authorized two western railroad com-
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panies to build lines from Nebraska west-ward and from California eastward to a
meeting point, so as to complete a transcontinental crossing linking the Atlantic
seaboard with the Pacific. The Government helped the railroads generously with
money and land Actual work on this project began four years later. The Central
Pacific Company, starting from California, used Chinese labor, while the Union
Pacific employed crews of Irish laborers. The two groups worked at remarkable
speed, each trying to, cover a greater distance than the cther. In 1869 they met
ata place called Promontory in what is now the state of Utah. Many visitors
came there for the great occasion. There were joyous celebrations all the coun-
try, with parades and the ringing of church bells to honor the great achievement.

The railroad was very important in encouraging westward movement. It al-
so helped build up industry and farming by moving raw materials and by dis-
tributing products rapidly to distant markets. In linking towns and people to one
another it helped unify the United States.
The best title for this passage would be ___ .

A. Settlements Spread Westward

B. The Coast-to-Coast Railroad: A Vital Link

C. American Railroad History

D. The Importance of Trains in the American Economy

FENERSRE B, 2ERSNEAGRE, LHE FORFARLENE
Bo X#HE 1 B 1 B R 3 “settlement spread ever farther westward”
EXRRAIGERAF L, AT A RSN, B DBREE, BEIEEE
FIBB2HBRNBEEEREEEAEAM transcontinental railway, i A 2
ZHRENEH, AXARM— M MERRT REKE OGS, 5T C
LREN, AXMBIRAE T XHEN T, I AR BRLEEANERER
ﬁﬁﬁ&l‘iﬁlﬁh&&?‘iﬁlﬁ*-%%ﬁqﬁﬂﬁl THEEBEBEMBREAR,HE
BEE R M E R B

3) BeRER

F—HXRBEANTHEA— UL, ME—A 8, RELBE—4
A, Y EXSERAEER (R XEINEEER, B2 JNTRE A% F
B & A R A (A R R 7 BEABRMNEBNEMTXEN DS, 2HEZR
BENTRHR,

FTHEBAIRE XK.

U 3




Example 3 (from CET 1990.1):

We find that bright children are rarely held back by mixed-ability teaching.
On the contrary, both their knowledge and experience are enriched. We feel that
there ‘are many disadvantages in streaming (8- AR N 2 H) pupils. It does
not take into account the fact that children develop at different rates. It can have
a bad effect on both the bright and the not-so-bright child. After all, it can be
quite discouraging to be at the bottom of the top grade!

Besides, it is rather unreal to grade people just according to their intellectual
ability. This is only one aspect of their total personality. We are concerned to de-
velop the abilities of all our pupils to the full, not just their academic ability. We
also value personal qualities and social skills, and we find that mixed-ability
teaching contributes to all these aspects of learning.

In our classrooms, we work in various ways. The pupils often work in
groups: this gives them the opportunity to learn to co-operate, to share, and to
develop leadership skills. They also learn how to cope with personal problems as
well as learning how to think, to make decisions, to analyze and evaluate, and to
communicate effectively. The pupils learn from each other as well as from the
teacher.

Sometimes the pupils work in pairs; sometimes they work on individual
tasks and assignments, and they can do this at their own speed. They also have
some formal class teaching when this is appropriate. We encourage our pupils to
use the library, and we teach them the skills they need in order to do this effi-
ciently. An advanced pupil can do advanced work: it does not matter what age
the child is. We expect our pupils to do their best, not their least, and we give
them every encouragement to attain this goal.

The author’s purpose in writing this passage is to

A. argue for teaching bright and not-so-bright pupils in the same class

B. recommend pair work and group work for classroom activities

C. offer advice on the proper use of the library

D. emphasize the importance of appropriate formal classroom teaching

FBERN A, RRXETRTREMEEE THIES N FTRAF#
FHRB, FHSB—THEENEE, EEFES 1 BRERL A SHMA,
BEDFEE, X—MABRML;H 2 BHUBRTEARRN,EHS
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BHARSHARR,BIBRMUFAIHEHFINEREF 4 BigH
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3. 6 58%R

1) Magnesium is another mineral we now obtain by collecting huge volumes
of ocean water and treating it with chemicals, although originally it was derived
only from brines or from the treatment of such magnesium-containing rocks as
dolomite of which whole mountain ranges are composed. In a cubic mile of sea-
water there are about four million tons of magnesium. Since the direct extraction
method was developed about 1941. Production has increased enormously. It was
magnesium from the sea that made possible the wartime growth of the aviation
industry. For every aitplane made in the United States {and in most other coun-
tries as well) contains about half a ton of magnesium metal. And it has innumer-
able uses in other industries where a lightweight metal is desired, besides its
longstanding utility as an insulating material, and its use in printing inks,
medicines, and toothpastes.
What is the main topic of this passage?

A. Derivation and uses of magnesium

B. Treatment of seawater

C. Uses of seawater

D. Chemical properties of magnesium

2) The early settlers who came from the eastern United States were used to
having lots of trees around. They found it hard to adapt 10 a treeless place like
Nebraska. And they needed trees for building and for fuel. So they started many
treeplanting programs that went on for years and years. Finally, in 1872 a
newspaperman named J. Sterling Morton had an idea. Why not have a special
day set aside for planting trees? So Arbor Day was born, and on April 10, 1872.
The first Arbor Day was celebrated. The government announced that it would
give prizes to individuals and groups who planted the most trees. On that first

e Y



day, more than one million trees were planted in Nebraska.
With what topic is the passage mainly concerned?

A. The Nebraskan terrain.

B. Arbor Day.

C. Some uses for trees.

D. Early settlements.

3) During the American War of independence, women were involved in the
active fighting in three ways. First, as members of a distinct branch of the Con-
tinental Army, referred to as “women of the Amy,” women staffed field hospi-
tals and acted as military support in such roles as water carriers. In an emergen-
¢y, women water carriers, who had plenty of opportunity to observe the firing of
cannons, could replace a wounded comrade. The second way that women were
involved in active fighting was as regular troop members who wore men’s uni-
forms and fought side by side with their male counterparts. Theoretically, wom-
en were not supposed to be recruited into the Continental Army, but if a woman
was a good soldier, no one made an issue of sex at a time when the arnfy was so
short of soldiers that boys not yet in their teens were also being recruited in viola-
tion of mules. Third, women were occasionsl fighters affiliated with local militia
companies of committees of safety formed to protect the local community.

‘What is the main idea expressed in the passage?

A. The services of women on committees of safety were crucial in winning

the war.

B. The Continental Army was successful in teaching women to fire can-

nons.

C. The services of women on committees of safety were crucial in winning

the war,

D. Women were active in combat during the Revolutionary War.

4) Pollution spoils our environment in many ways. The air we breathe, for
instance, is constantly polluted by smoke and by chemicals such as carbon
monoxide in the exhaust fumes of car and other kinds of motor vehicles. For wild
life, however, there are even greater dangers in the pollution of water — of
rivers, for example, or lakes and seas. A good illustration of this is the ol re-
leased from tankers at sea. It kills all kinds of sea animals, including birds,

. it et

e
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whose feathers become covered with oil so they cannot fly, as well as fish and
other forms of marine life, other causes of water pollution include power station,
which release warm water into rivers. This kills the fish and plants that live
there. These are only a few examples; there are many more.

What is the central idea of the passage?

A. It tells what are polluted in the nature.

B. It tells in what ways the world becomes dirty and unsafe for living

things.

C. It tells how the air we breathe is poliuted.

D. It tells what constitutes the air and the sea.

5) Connective flow should be familiar to anyone who has noted the boiling
of a heated liquid. The most elementary type of convection can be explained by
the fact that heat rises. In the simplest cases, connective flow begins when a flu-
id is heated from below. As the bottom layer of the fluid is heated, it expands
and thus becomes less dense than the layers above. The warmer and lighter bot-
tom layér then tends to rise and the cooler layer tends to sink in a continuous cy-
cle. The same mechanism of connective flows responsible for the great ocean cur-
rents and for the global circulation of the atmosphere. In an ocean, the water is
warmed by the sun to a depth of perhaps thirty meters, and evaporation near the
water’s surface is responsible for the cooling effect.

The main purpose of this passageisto_____.

A. explain the basic principle of convection

B. describe regular changes in the Earth’s atmosphere

C. explain the boiling temperatures of liquids

D. state the principles of ocean current

6) In modern society, it is often difficult to people to meet one another.
Men and women of similar interests or needs may be separated from one another
by their jobs or by great distances. As a result, they must advertise. Open any
newspaper, and you will find personal ads of all sorts. Lonely men and women
advertise for husbands, wives, lovers, traveling companions, and partners both
in business and in personal relationships. There are also ads for services that pro-
vide computer-chosen dates or escorts. Are you looking for someone new in your
life? Try looking in the personal ad section of your newspaper. It is filled with
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opportunity.

Choose the best title for the above passage.
A. Difficulty for people to meet
B. Functions of newspaper
C. Knowing other people through the newspaper
D. The relationship between Pecple and Ads
EE:1)A 2)B 3)D 4B S5A 6)A
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(1) Which of the following is NOT true according to the information in the
passage?

(2) Which of the following is mentioned in the passage?

s s s g
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(3) What is the example of *-- as described in the passage?

(4) The author mentions all of the following except **

(5) The reason for -=- is -

(6) The author states that -

(7) According to the passage, when (where, why, how, who, etc.) -

(8) In this passage, all of the following statements are mentioned except -

{9) What is true acoording to the information given in the reading passage?
Example 4 (from CET 1990.1):

We find that bright children are rarely held back by mixed-ability teaching.
On the contrary, both their knowledge and experience are enriched. We feel that
there are many disadvantages in streaming (3&-----+ BB 4 HE) pupils. It does
not take into account the fact that children develop at different rates. It can have
a bad effect on both the bright and the not-so-bright child. After all, it can be
quite discouraging to be at the bottom of the top grade!

Besides, it is rather unreal to grade people just according to their intellectual
ability. This is only one aspect of their total personality. We are concerned to de-
velop the abilities of all our pupils to the full, not just their academic ability. We
also value personal qualities and social skills, and we find that mixed-ability
teaching contributes to all these aspects of learning.

In our classrooms, we work in various ways. The pupils often work in
groups: this gives them the opportunity to learn to co-operate, to share, and to
develop leadership skills. They also learn how to cope with personal problems as
well as learning how to think, to make decisions, to analyze and evaluate, and to
communicate effectively. The pupils learn from each other as well as from the
teacher.

Sometimes the pupils work in pairs; sometimes they work on individual
tasks and assignments, and they can do this at their own speed. They also have
some formal class teaching when this is appropriate. We encourage our pupils to
use the library, and we teach them the skills they need in order to do this effi-
ciently. An advanced pupil can do advanced work: it does not matter what age
the child is. We expect our pupils to do their best, not their least, and we give
them every encouragement to attain this goal.

Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the third paragraph?
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A. Group work gives pupils the opportunity to learn to work together with

others,

B. Pupils also learn to develop their reasoning abilities.

C. Group work provides pupils with the opportunity to leam to be capable

organizers.

D. Pupils also learn how to participate in teaching activities.

FEESRA Bo NOT mentioned BMEHAREREERHE EWHE, ixE
XPBARBPAE, EHEN, §ERBREET AN BHBEEUY
JEfASEMEES” B A A IR T MR 7, CNATE B R
TREFENSOTFEN ", D FEMBA PRI IS MBEES" . HiEE3
BRE,BUABXTRABRERBNEEE S, BB HZEEE,

RIERE —-HIF:

Example 5 {from CET 1991.6):

Just seven years ago, the Jarvik-7 artificial heart was being cheered as the
model of human creativeness. The sight of Barney Clark-alive and conscious after
trading his diseased heart for metal-and-plastic pump convinced the press, the
public and many doctors that the future had arrived. It hadn’t. After monitoring
production of the Jarvik-7, and reviewing its effects on the 150 or so patients
(most of whom got the device as a temporary measure) the U S Food and Drug
Administration concluded that the machine was doing more to endanger lives
than to save them. Last week the agency cancelled its earlier approval, effective-
ly banning (%51 ) the device.

The recall may hurt Symbion Inc. , maker of the Jarvik-7, but it won’t end
the request for an artificial heart. One problem with the banned model is that the
tubes connecting it to an external power source created a passage infection. In-
ventors are now working on new devices that would be fully placed, along with a
tiny power pack, in the patient’s chest. The first sample products aren’t ex-
pected for another 10 or 20 years. But some people are already worrying that
they’ Il work and that America’ s overextended healthcare programs will lose a
precious $2..5 billion to $5 biltion a year providing them for a relatively few dy-
ing patients. If such expenditures (F %) cut into funding for more basic care,
the net effect could actually be a decline in the nation’s health.

The new models of artificial hearts are expected




