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Brief Introduction of
Baichuantong Banking Shop

Baichuantong situates at Nanda Street No. 109,
ancient city Pingyao. Tt was former site of one of the 10
famous big banking shops in Pingyao. It is being start-
ed as Shanxi Extraordinary Merchants’ Property Muse-

. um recently and is a key culture resources and lourism
scenery in Pingvao Ancient City.

Formally Baichuantong was Family Qu’ s first
banking shop in Pingyao. There are tolal 7 yards in the
compound with a layout of one main yard, two lateral
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vards and one backyard. The backyard sits rearward to
the main vard in the compound, so the backdoor opens
at Yamen Street, present local government office site,
and the principal gate in Nanda Street at downtown
business zone of the city.

Banking shop Baichuantong was established in
10th Xianfeng Year(the Year of 1860) in Qin Dynasty.
It covers an area of 1071.2 square meters consisting of
72 rooms. At the front side of its main yard there are 5
rooms among which the center room is served as pas-
sageway and the rest accountant’ s offices. The arch
building over the gateway standing face to face with the
main building in front yard is a major part of the com-
pound and appears towering, sumptuous and splendid.
The West is defined as main side of Baichuantong com-
pound. The main building in the front yard separates
the front and the middle yards apert and the south and
north wing roms stand symmetrically. The back yard
and the middle yard open on to each other thorough
side gate and so are the situation of the front yard and
its both side yards.

Baichuanlong Banking Shop' s business had run
for 59 years from the 10th Xianfeng Year to the 7th
Year of the Republic of China. Later Family Lee from
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Dapu Pingyao bought the compound and changed it into
Yongheng Bank in 12th Year of the Republic of China.
Yongheng was compelled to stop business in the second
year of Japanese aggression in 1937. Since the victory
of Anti — Japanese War, Yongheng joined hand with
other people to open Jinlisheng bank . It was said that
Liang Huazhi had secret share capital in it. Unfortu-
nately Yongheng still failed to last long and once again
stopped its business along with the collapse of Kuom-
ingtang Party (KMT). In September 1996, the main
yard of Baichuantong compound has been started as
Shanxi Extraordinary Merchants’ Property Museum to
show their life scenery and Baichuantong Banking
Shop’ s style and features by the collection of fumiture
and daily use articles of those people.
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