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Dinosaurs were reptiles that lived between 230 million and 65
million years ago. They are extinct now. Their closest relatives,
crocodiles and birds, are still living in the world today.

The word “dinosaur” comes from two Greek words: deinos
“terrible” and sauros “lizard”.

This dinosaur is Troodon. Its name means “wounding tooth”, £
because it had reeth like sharp knives that could easily wound 48
and kill.

Troodon lived about 76 — 70 million years ago. [t was
about the same size as a human being. Scientists think it
was one of the most intelligent dinosaurs, because it had
quite a large brain. It also had very good eyesight and
was a fast runner.
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A dangerous dinosaur s

Troodon could run very fast. It was a clever hunter.
It could see animals even in bad light, because it
had good eyesight. Nothing could hide from this

dinosaur.
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This dinosaur is Herrerasaurus. A man called Victorino Herrera
discovered its bones in Argentina in 1958. It lived about 228 million years
ago. It was about 3 — 4 metres long and had strong back legs, a short neck,
and a big head. It could run very fast on its two back legs. It was also a good
hunter, like Troodon.
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- Where did Troodon and Herrerasaurus find
\ food?
They found it behind rocks and under leaves.
These were the hiding places of small snakes and
e lizards. But before they could catch their food, the
i % dinosaurs had to run very fast. The snakes and
v : 7 lizards could also move quickly. They could run
\. P g away.
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A fast runner

Herrerasaurus had strong back legs. It could
run very fast. It liked eating small repriles,
like snakes and lizards.
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Tyrannosaurus rex was a fierce predator. It was about 12 metres long,
and 20 metres tall. Its head was huge, and it had more than 60 strong teeth.
Each tooth was 23 centimetres long. It could eat 230 kilos of meat and
bones in one bite!

Tyrannosaurus rex lived 67 — 65 million years ago. It became extinct
about 65 million years ago. Many other dinosaurs also died. Scientists are

not sure why. Perhaps a giant meteorite hit the Earth and caused a change
of climate. It became very cold and dinosaurs could't find food. '
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A huge hunter _
Tyrannosaurus rex liked eating animals for irs
dinner. Its name means “tyrant lizard". [t was one
of the higgest meat-eaters in the world of
dincsaurs.
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What kind of food did these three dinosaurs eat? You
can find the answer in their teeth, claws, and legs. Only the
meat-eaters had sharp teeth and claws like these. And they
had strong back legs because they were hunters and had to
catch their prey. Animals that hunt other animals are called
predators. The hunted animals are called prey.
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Troodon
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Herrevasanrus

Hungry for meat

These dinosaurs were carnivores, or meat-eaters.
They only ate meat. Their favourite food was fish,
insects, and small animals including other
dinosaurs.
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In the 1970s, scientists found the fossil bones of the dinosaur in the
Gobi desert (China). Its name is Gallimimus which means “acting like a
chicken”.

In fact, it looked more like an ostrich but it didn’t have wings. It had
a beak, a small head, a long neck, a long tail, short arms, and hollow bones.
[t was one of the most intelligent dinosaurs. It had a good brain in its small
head! And its hollow bones were very useful. It was not heavy like many of
the other big dinosaurs.
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Animals and plants: a mixed diet
Gallimimus had a long beak, like a bird. It could
pick up leaves, and it could catch small animals
in its beak. It was an omnivore.
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Gallimimus was an omnivore. This
means it had a mixed diet of plants and meat.
It liked eating eggs, too. Gallimimus lived
about 75 - 70 million years ago. It was about
5 — 6 metres long, but it wasn’t heavy be-
cause it had hollow bones. Sometimes big
meat-eating dinosaurs tried to catch it for
food. Usually, it could escape. With its hol-
low bones it was light and could run very
fast on its two back legs. It could reach a
speed of about 70 kilometres an hour.
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About 80 - 65 million years ago, North America was the home of a
plant-eating dinosaur called Maiasaura. It was unusual because it made nests
and looked after its babies. The name Maiasaura means “good mother lizard”.

In Montana (USA) scientists found about 10,000 Maiasaura fossils
in a huge group. The dinosaurs probably lived in herds. It is possible that
they moved together from place to place, looking for fresh plant food.
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