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Unit One Storles About Celebrides

%,

Every life has a story.

Biography Magazine

Celebrities seek fame. They take action to get atten-
tion. Heroes have risked something to help others. Their
action involves courage.

James Bradley and Ron Powers

% Reading 1 Prologue (From Celine Dion: My Story,
My Dream)

< Reading2 “It’s the Books That Changed Me”

R

% Reading3 Prince William: To Be the King

of Hollywood Action Movies?



Unit 1

Reading 1

Prologue®
From Celine Dion: My Story, My Dream

Celine Dion is one of the world’s most popular and well-known singers to-
day. When she sang at the opening ceremonies of the Olympic Games in Atlan-
ta, her voice reached 3. 5 billion people worldwide. Her albums® are instant
bestsellers upon release. 18 million copies of “ My Heart Will Go On,” the
theme from Titanic has been sold. Celine Dion is admired and loved by fans
around the world. And her concerts fill stadiums®, whatever the size. With

115 separate music awards to her name, she is a living legend®,

One beautiful morning last winter, a manatee® appeared in the canal right behind
our house in Jupiter, Florida. It stayed there for hours, as if it were waiting for some-
thing. Or somebody. As soon as I went into the water, it started coming toward me. I
spoke to it, petted it, and we swam together for a while.

This was no big feat. A lot of people in southern Florida have fun swimming with
manatees. They are nice, large, very affectionate® animals that we call sea cows. Peo-
ple say they come from the legend of the Sirens@ because of the very sweet and unset-
tling® sound they make.

The incident made me realize how much I've changed during these last months.
When T was working on my singing career, and was subject to certain precautions, the
idea never would have come to me to dive® right into cloudy water and go make friends
with an unknown animal.

But on that morning, I hadn’t been working for more than three months, and I was

already doing all sorts of things that had been almost unimaginable before, things that
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even I sometimes found surprising.

While 1 was swimming with my Siren, a flood of memories crashed through my
head, clear, precise images of my childhood, of summer, of happiness.

I was eight, nine, ten years old. I was on a picnic with my brothers and sisters in
the Laurentides©, just north of Montreal. There were farms, a lot of animals, planted
fields, woods, a river, horses that my sisters and I rode. I saw all of it again so clearly.
I saw myself climbing trees, swimming in the river, walking in the woods. And I was
saying to whoever would hear me that one day I'd buy a horse, as soon as I eamed my
first money as a singer.

And then I forgot all about it, carried away by another dream of being a singer, a
dream that left room for nothing else in my life. A few years later, when I got my first
pay as a singer, my thoughts were already elsewhere. Instead of a horse, I bought my-
self a pair of high heels@.

Now, twenty years later, it was all springing forth from my memory. That horse I
never bought and never thought about again, the light of summer, the freshness and the
smell of the Laurentides rivers and lakes, the fragrance of the earth and of cut hay. A-
gain I saw the path that we took to get down to the river, the overturned canoe® on the
beach, the laughter of my sisters, the thick trees my brother dove from, the pebbles,
the sand, the raspberry® bushes that scratched our legs, the crackling® of burning
branches in the fires we made during evenings on the shore. And all of us singing togeth-
er late into the night, watching shooting stars and northern lights. )

As I got out of the canal after saying goodbye to my Siren, I didn’t feel like speak-
ing or being spoken to. I hardly dared move, my head was so filled to the brim® with
all these memories, and I didn’t want to lose a single drop. I wanted to keep these ima-
ges in me as long as possible, to review them one by one and mayhe to remember oth-
ers.

I don’t think it was nostalgia, but rather a kind of curiosity about a very faraway
period of my life that I thought I'd forgotten, and in any case, had never thought about
so intensely. I felt as if I were seeing and hearing the real living little girl I had been,

feeling her very close to me again, so close I could recognize her dreams, her wishes,
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her plans. And I felt a little like one of those dolls that contain a series of smaller dolls,
each inside the other, with that little girl Celine inside of me.

But these images quickly began to lose their color and clarity. Afterward, I thought
for days and days about my childhood, and the whole journey I had traveled. Of what
I'd been and done or tried to do for twenty years, starting with my first performances and
that first pair of high heels.

And I kept asking myself why I wanted and dreamed so much about all of this, all
that’s happened to me. Why, at twenty, fifteen, at twelve, even at eight, I think, and
even at five, 1 so wanted to succeed, why I dreamed so much of becoming a famous
singer, who’d be listened to in every comer of the planet.

Not everyone is driven by such ambition. A lot of young boys and girls spend a
long time wondering what to do with their lives. Some never find an answer. But I al-
ways knew. Not that I claim any credit for knowing. 'm like that tubby® Obelix, a
character in a famous French comic strip@, who fell into a magic potion® when he was a
baby. As soon as I was born, I fell into singing, show business. And once in it, I felt
like a fish in water.

I've loved every bit of the life I've led up to this sabbatical®. 1 lived my most
beautiful dreams to the fullest—a rare piece of luck. P've been fulfilled emotionally,
professionally, artistically, and I always will be. Ilove and I'm loved. I sing and that is
my happiness. And I thank heaven for it everyday of my life.

I am good at being happy. Happiness comes to me in waves, always unexpectedly
and unexplainable. I'm not talking about the sweet and shallow feeling that comes with a
platinum® album or a good review, but about real happiness, the kind that comes and
goes without warning. I never felt this happiness so close at hand, so overwhelming, as

I did that winter of 2000, during the first months of my sabbatical.
(988 words)

Comprehension Check
Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.
1. In this prologue, Celine Dion intends to tell readers

A) what has motivated her to be a famous singer ever since childhood

D R Q@ ENBE O (ARAKKA @ #hE © HE
4



Unit 1

B) what kind of person she really is behind that magnificent voice
C) what prompted thoughts of revealing her story and dream as a singer
D) what a wonderful vacation she enjoyed in the winter of 2000
2. The author tells us that on a beautiful winter morning she got into the canal and made

«

friends with a “sea cow. “ From her description we may infer that she did it
A) merely out of curiosity

B) in order to have great fun

C) because she was fascinated by the manatee’s sweet melodious voice

D) because she felt totally carefree, inclined to find surprises in new experiences

3. The expression “was subject to “ ( Paragraph 3) is closest in meaning to

A) “was used to”
B) “tended to have”
C) “was ruled by”
D) “was exposed to”
4. Which of the following is NOT true according to the selection?
A) Celine Dion was swimming with the manatee one winter morning when memories
of the childhood raced across her mind.
B) While swimming with the “sea cow,“ Celine Dion was nostalgic for her earlier
days.
C) Staying in the canal with her Siren, Celine Dion recalled her happy childhood in
the Canadian countryside, conjuring up many clear images in her mind.
D) When a child, Celine Dion wished to buy a horse but, later on, she totally for-
got about it because she was too absorbed in the dream of being a singer.
5. The phrase “(be) carried away by can best be replaced by
A) “(be) too excited about”
B) “(be) much devoted to”
C) “(be) overwhelmed by”
D) “(be) fully satisfied with”
6. Having got of the water that winter moming, Celine Dion was
A) unable to recover from the overwhelming emotions

B) entirely lost in thought
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C) trying hard to keep alive all those memories and images
D) in a state of great bewilderment
7. What did Celine Dion do after that winter morning?

A) She kept thinking hard about her childhood, trying to “see” and “hear” the real
living little girl she had been.

B) She was trying to look back on her earlier days in perspective—her days both as
a child and as a singer.

C) She kept asking herself why she had ever since dreamed so much of becoming a
famous singer.

D) Both B) and C)

8. According to Celine Dion, when does

2

“real happiness” come to her?
A) When she is singing.

B) When a platinum album is issued.

C) When a favorite review comes out.

D) All of the above.

Translation Practice
Carefully read the following passage and translate it into Chinese.

Now, in her own words, the most dynamic vocal talent of our time-the interna-
tional singing sensation whose recordings have sold millions, and whose perform-
ances electrify the world’s great arenas-gives us her poignant, intimate, and inspir-
ing life story ... from the heart.

Celine Dion
My Story, My Dream

She was born into a working-class Canadian family, the youngest of fourteen
children. She gave her first performance standing on a kitchen table and dreamed of
becoming a superstar. Few in her field can rival the phenomenal God-given abilities
of Celine Dion. Fewer still have experienced the love, sorrow, accomplishment ,
and ecstasy that have shaped her remarkable life and carried her to the pinnacle of

the entertainment world.
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Reading 2

“It's the Books That Changed Me”
By Peter Swet

Sean Connery, as James Bond and in some other film roles, seems to be a
man who has always been wealthy and well-polished®. Also, you most likely
see him as a well-educated man. But it was not always so. You will probably
be surprised as you learn about his background and how Sean Connery says he
changed his life.

As a young boy in Scotland, Thomas Sean Connery was put to bed each night in
the bottom drawer of the family wardrobe®. “When my brother Nell came along,” he
remembered, “he got the wardrobe, and I graduated to the settee ( small sofa).”

Connery was recalling Edinburgh during the Depression®. “There was a lot of in-
dustry there, and every house had coal, so there was also a lot of smoke. We lived in a
tenement—no electricity or hot water, six floors up with four flats per floor, and one
hallway toilet for each two flats. My dad was a laborer who brought in £ 2 a week and
was glad to have it. ”

We were seated in the garden of a hotel in Marbella®, Spain, resort on the Costa
del Sol® that is known for its gleaming white buildings, warm sun, and soft Mediterra-
nean breezes. At 61, Sean Connery was still fit, trim®, and handsome—even without
the toupeeQ he often wears in films. A major international star since he first created a
sensation as James Bond in 1962, the actor has a home in Merbella, another in Mona-
co®, and yet a third in the Caribbean®. I wanted to know how he has escaped the
mean stireets of a poor, smoke-filled neighborhood to become what is, for many, an ex-

ample of wealth, fame, and elegance. Had he known, as a child, that he was poor?
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“No, I don’t think so,” Connery said. “As a kid, youre not concerned about
life’s unfairness of how disadvantaged you are. You just do what you have to. Me, 1
went to work when I was 9 and delivered milk by horse cart seven days a week. I was at
the job 6 A. M. , then straight to school, which I left at age 12. It was 1943. The war
was on, and schools were dispersed® into people’s homes because of the bombs. And
there was a shortage of men, which meant work to be had. ”

His earnings went to the family, with Connery’s “mum” setting aside just enough
for his expenses. Meanwhile, “Big Tam,” as he was called by pals@, grew tall and
strong, devoting what little free time had to soccer and swimming at the public baths—
“which you did often,” he explained, “just to keep clean. ”

“I grew up with no notion of a career, much less acting,” Connery continued with
a smile. “When I was 16, I signed into the Navy for 12 years but was out in three be-
cause of ulcers®. Obviously, I wasn’t suited for the service. I mean, someone who gets
ulcers has got certain feelings of anxiety. I wanted something to do in life but didn't
know what, so I came back to various laborer jobs, then learned that as a disabled vet®
I was entitled to schooling to learn a trade: barber, upholsterer® | tailor, or French pol-
isher®. 1 chose the latter, which meant putting the finishes on things like pianos and
coffins. ”

One day in 1953, a friend talked him into going down to London to enter the Mr.
Universe contest®. The trip proved to be fateful®. Not only did Connery place third in
the tall men’s category but he also was told auditions®@ at the Drury Lane® Theatre for
the male chorus@ in South Pacific. “I thought, ‘ What the hell, it’s an easy way to
make a living for a few hours’ work,’” he recalled. “Well, I got on stage and sang good
and loud, and did some handstands®. 1 must've looked right as a sailor, because I got
the job, and that’s what started me as an actor. ”

“This American in the cast®, Robert Henderson, helped me,” Connery contin-
ues. “Gave me a list of books to read.” He started ticking off® the works: All of
George Bernard Shaw, An Actor Prepares and My Life in Art, by Stanislavsky®, all of

BOHRH Q@ kit © HEE @ ZE(etean MEK) G THERT © HAEET
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Thomas Wolfe®, all of Oscar Wilde®, all of Ibsen, Remembrance of Things Past, by
Proust®, Joyce’s Finnegan’s Wake and Ulysses®.”

What was it like to face these masterworks as a 22-year-old who hadn’t been to
school since he was 127 “Well, it was tough going!” he said. “But the power of those
works does seep® through. Plus, I had a dictionary at my side. ” Connery laughed, his
face turning bright red. “I spent my South Pacific tour® in every library in Britain, Ire-
land, Scotland, and Wales,” he said, “and on the nights we were dark. I'd see every
play I could, meet the actors and learn. But it's the books, the reading, that can

4

change one’s life. I'm the living evidence. ’

(766 words)

Comprehension Check
Make the best choice or fill in the blank with suitable words to complete the following
statements.
1. Sean Connery is a(n) ( American/Scottish/English) actor, noted for the role of
he has played in the serial film “007.”
2. Connery was born into a worker’s family; they lived in a(n) (townhouse near the
inner city/apartment building in the suburban area/overcrowded apartment building
in the slums) and, his parents were so poor that they could not even provide him or

his brother with

3. Connery started to work at the age of as a ( milkman/paperboy/ office
boy).

4. Connery left school at age 12 because

5. As a teenager, Connery had to work to help and, whenever he had a
little free time, he would to keep himself “clean. ”

6. Connery had to leave the navy after 3 years instead of the

12 years he had planned on.

7. Later on, when Connery came to know that as a disabled veteran he had the right to
, he decided to learn the trade as a ( tailor/barber/French polisher) .

8. Sean Connery started his acting career in 1953 after he

b
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10.
11.

and his first acting job was to play a menial part in a(n) (opera/musical comedy/

feature film).

. On the suggestion of Robert Henderson, another actor in the troupe, Sean Connery

began to

Sean Connery attributes his success as a film star to

This article most probably appears (as a news story in a popular magazine/in a bi-

ography as a preface or introduction/as an episode in a film scenario).

Translation Practice
Carefully read the following passage and put it into Chinese.

food restaurant!

crown and pocketing a six-figure salary to wearing a waitress uniform for minimum

wage.

Amazing Fall of Miss America
Here she is, Miss America 1998—and she’s serving hot dog at a New York fast

Beauty queen Kate Shindle, 22, has gone from wearing a diamond-studded

It seems a terrible comedown for the pageant winner. But Kate is happy and

has already won the admiration of her co-workers for her hard-working, but clumsy
style. After graduating from Northwestern University in Evanston, Ilinois, in June,
the former Miss Illinois moved to New York in hopes of becoming an actress. In-
credibly, she believes her new job will help her grow as an actress.

“I really want to experience what it’s like to be a young artist in New York,”
says Kate, “to work a job where someone complains the food is not hot enough. I
think that’s good for the soul. You can never have too much humility. ”

Globe Magazine ( December 21, 1999)
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