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The Rose Bush! and the Apple Tree’
B IE 53¢ R0
[

ear an apple tree grew a rose bush. The rose bush saw how
Nmuch she was admired® and said, “Who can compare with me,
and who is as worthy as® ] am? My flowers are beautiful to the sight
and sweet to the _nostrils. True, the applé tree is bigger than I, but
what pleasure does he give to mankind? ”
When the apple tree heard this he said, “Even though you are
worthier than 1in the beauty of your blossoms* and the sweetness of

your smell, you are less worthy in goodness of heart and friendli-

ness. ”

“Tell me,”the rose bush said, “what is the evidence® of ycur
goodness®? ”
And the apple tree answered, “You do not give your flowers to

man unless’ you first wound® him with your thorns’. But I give my

+ AX{EER Talmud,



fruit to all, even to those who throw stones at me'°.
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bush [buf] n. HMAMN

admire [ad'maia] vt. KR, W H
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thorn (¢oin] n H)

0. *++ even to those who throw stones at me.
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Comprehension Questions

. What did the rose bush say to the apple tree?

. Why was she admired?

. What pleasure does she give to mankind?

. In what way, according to the apple tree, is the rose bush less
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