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Myths and Legends
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Wickedness does not go altogether unrequited.

€ ) Preparation _

1. An Argument about the Sun

“Samples 736

1) Both the children are wrong.

That the sun seems bigger at daybreak is an optical illusion( ¥4 % ). When it
appears on the horizon, only a small part of the sky is bright enough to be seen
against it. This makes the sun seem bigger. But when it's high up in the sky, it
seems smaller with the huge bright sky against it.

That it is cooler in the morning than at midday is not because of the change of
the distance between the sun and the earth. It is because of the change of the an-
gle between the sunlight and the surface of the earth. We don’t feel very hot in
the morning because less sunlight is received per unit of area when the angle is
smaller. But as time passes, more and more sunlight per unit of area penetrates
the atmosphere and reaches us, so we feel hotter at midday.

2) One reason is everyone has his or her limitations. Even Confucius, the sage,
makes no exception. Another reason is that at that time science was not devel-
oped.

3) A. 1 think Confucius was honest. He didn't pretend to know the answer.

B. No one is perfect. One may be an expert in one field, but a layman($h£3) in
other fields.

2. Bedtime Stories
'
_Samples T30

Long ago there were two brothers. The elder brother was rich, but the youn-
ger brother was poor. They made a living by cutting wood in the forest. One day
when the younger brother was crossing a bridge, his iron axe fell into the water.

He was very sad and began to cry. At that time an old man appeared. After he
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Book Three m

F\} [m )W} m -——asen

knew what happened, he dove into the water and brought a silver axe to the youn-
ger brother, but the younger brother said, “No, this isn't mine. Mine is made of i-
ron. ” Again the old man dove into the water. and brought a gold axe to him. But a-
gain he said this wasn’t his. The old man was very happy with this because the
younger brother was honest and not greedy. So he gave the younger brother the
gold axe.

After the younger brother got home, he told all this to his elder brother. On
hearing the story the elder brother went to the same bridge and dropped his iron axe
into the water. The old man appeared too and dove into the water after knowing
what happened. He brought a silver axe to the elder brother. but the elder brother
said this wasn’t his, his was a gold one. The old man was very unhappy and
brought him a gold axe unwillingly.

The elder brother went back home with the gold axe, but as soon as he was
home, he became a statue. as a result of the magic power of the gold axe.

3. Chinese Fables
“
A Matter of Dignity

There was a great famine in the state of Qi. Qian Ao, a rich man in Qi, pre-
pared food by the roadside for the hungry to come and eat.

Along came a starving man, his sleeves covering his head, his hempen ( B §i
#) sandals held together by string, walking as if he did not know where he was go-
ing. With food in his left hand and drink in his right. Qian Ao shouted at him.

“Hey you! Come and eat!”

The man looked up and stared at Qian.

“I'm reduced to this state just because I refuse to take anything from loud-
mouthed (# ¥R M &9, YL BULMI i) people giving away food,” he said.

Qian immediately begged his pardon but the man still refused to cat and eventu-
ally starved to death. —From 100 Ancient Chinese Fables by K. L. Kiu
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Listening—Centered Activities
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Exercise 1

1) What did Moody shoot at one day?
Ducks.

2) Who went with Moody?




