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Sunimary

Emperor Qin Shihuang, whose family name is Ying and first name is Zheng, used to be
the king .of the Qin kingdom. In 221 B.C., he unified China and began to be entitled “Emperor”.
His tomb is situated in Yan Zhai Township in the east of Lin Tong County, Shaanxi province..
Having gone through the wind and rain for more than 2000 years, the mausoleum, piled up
_ with yellow soil, is still 51.668 metres high. It used to be encircled by two rounds of city
- walls. The outside one had a perimeter of 6.2 kilometers. The excavation of the vaults of
terra cotta armies and soldiers to the east of the mausoleum as well as the painted bronze
chariot to the west of the mausoleum aroused the interest of the people to uncover the mystery
of the underground palace. This book has its references from the archaeological materials
uncovered in the mausoleum as well as from hlstory records. By making a comprehenswe
comparative study, this book hopes 'to provide a comparatively satlsfactory answer to the

hxstorlcul Cirde dnd-also 6 people who ‘are fond of tourism.
)’“14'. i

S @

In 247 B.C.,the ‘merely I3—yeo.r-—o|d Ying Zheng was made king of the Qm klngdom Be-
fore long, he began to build a mausoleum for himself. Later, a special administrative region
named Li Yi was established. The labour forces for the construction of the tomb was restricted
within the Qin f(ingdom at this time. 'However, after the unification of the whole country, la
bour forces were requlsmoned throughout the country in the form of corvee labour. These peG .
ple included freemen (peasants,handlcmftsmen and businessmen), criminals, debtors and slaves.i

The mausoleum of an Shihuang was built at the northern foot of the Li Shan Mountaxn, '
flrstly,because it was one of the important contents of the overall plan for the construction of
Xian ang , capital of the Qin Kingdom. But this mausoleum was seperated from other royal
tombs in the eastern tomb area. Secondly, because it has a very beautlful environment out of .
which a lot of beautlful fairy-tales were nourished ‘

The basis of the mauso;eum was constructed on the orlgmal drclwmg Archaeologzsts said
that the mqusoleum was snuuted to the south of the rectangular enclosing qu To the north
of the enclosing wall vxere some ritualistic buildings and some accompanymg tombs; The east
of the mausoleum urea was 5uccess:vely occupled by pits of terra cottq wqrrlors and horses, .

as well as of stable; To the west of the area of _accompanying tombs was the olqce for the
bakmg of bricks and t||es and for the processing of tomb materials as well as the graves of
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the tomb builders. All these show that the mausoleum of Qin Shihuang is a plane figure which
goes from east to west and which develops in depth. As a gigantic construction, during the 37
—38 years of construction,the projects include digging of the tomb,building of the mausoleum,
the enclosure,the large—scale ritualistic constructions above the ground, the various kinds of
pits and accompanying tombs,the construction for the board and lodging of the administrative
personnels of the mausoleum,as well as some protective equipments of the mausoleum.

The most senior officials who were in charge of the construction of the mausoleum were
the prime mmisters, and they were successively Lu Buwei, Chang Pinéjun, Kul Zhuang, Wang
wan, Feng QuJi and Li Si. The actual participants were called Shao Fu as well as some central
departments which control a great number of criminals. They practiced a militarized organiza-
tional management by dividing the constructors accerding to their- trades, and setting the
leadershipaccording to their technical grades. ‘

The stones rieeded for the mausoleum were mined from the mountains in the Chun Hua
area to the porth of the Wei' He River. The huge pieces of wood were transported from
today’s Sichuan and'Hubel areas. And the burial obj jects were .collected from the various
places of the country. Only the terra—cotta warriors and horses as well as the tiles and brlcks '

were baked ln the I0ca| area

The mausoleum of Qin Shlhuang occupies a large_area, mcludmg the 7500 metre long
area in Iength and breadth inside and outside the enclosure, which is an area of 56 square ki-

- lometres. The rectangular enclosures, of which the south-north side is Ionger than the east—

west side, have two layers. The south—north side of the outer one is 2165 metres long,and the
east-west side is 940 metres wide. The total perimeter is 6210 metres.The north-south side of
the inner one is l355 metres long,and the east-west side is 580 metres wide. the total peri-
metre is 3‘870 metres. At the northeast corner of the inner city, there established a small city,
of which the north—south side Is 695 metres long and the east-west side is 330 metres wide.
There are gates at the four sudes of the small city,and at the four corners there are defensive
towers The ‘base of the outer crty wall is [4 metres wide, and the heiyht is approx:r.ately

7. 7 metres. The base of the inner c:ty wall is 8.3 metres, and the helght is about 10.4 me-

e

tres
The. cave of the tomb Ts an upside down pyramid dug deep into the earth. The north—south ]

side of the upper openlng of the cave is 315 metrgs long, and is 485 metres. wide. Insjde the
cave there isa round of enclosing wall called “Square City”, of which the south-northside is
460 metres Iong, the east-west side is 392 metres wide, and the total length is l704 metres.
The wall is four metres high and thick. There are ' five leaning gateways on ‘he.eastern wall,

and one gateway for the other three sides. The bottom of the tomb has an east-west side of
l60 metre Iong and a north—south side of 120 metres wide. The depth of the tomb was deter-
mined to be 38. |8 metres In51de this glgantnc mausoleum cave where Qin Shlhuang s body was .
stored, there built magnlf‘cent palace rooms. According to a book named <H|stor1cal Record)
On the roof of’ t?\e tomb cave, there pamted stars, the sun and the moon Down on the bottom
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were models of mountains, rivers and landscapes. The rivers, lakes and the sea made of mer-

_ cury, which were pushed forward by mechanical forces, flow incessantly. Inside the tomb
cave, there are not only symbols for the various departments of the central government, but
also a great deal of rare jewellery. Moreover, candles which are made of whale.oil are lit,
which were said to be ever-lasting and will never extinguish. o :

' “There are side rooms on the walls outside the tomb. leaning passages were built on the
four sides of the tomb cave. At the opening of each passage there built a gate, on which there
fixed an outward trigger, used for the purpose of shooting any tomb robber who dares to dig
into the tomb cave. ,

Above the mausoleum of Qm Shihuang, people piled up a pyramid-shaped mound with
earth, on which there planted trees. According to <Chronicles of Han Dynasty>, the orginak
height of the tomb mound was determined to be |16 metres, and the bottom perimeter is
2087.65 metres. Because of natural and artificial destruction over 2000 years, the height- of:

~ the mound is now.only 51.668 metres, and the bottom sides were also shrunk inward with a«

south-north side to be 350 metres long and the east-west side to be 345 metres wide. i

The constructions above the .ground in Qin Shihuang’s rnausoleu_rn are the following; (A)

$leep,in9_vhall., located to the north—west side of the tomb, with @ construction area of 3534
square metres, Is the.place where clothes and maps, which Qin Shihudng used before . his.
* death, are stored, and where people go to sacrifice; (B) Living quarters, to the north of . the
sleeplng hall, where construction sites are densely spotted, is.a group of hvnng-—quarter con-
structions for the recreation and rest of Qin Shihuang’s soul; (C) D:mng hall, for the offering
of dinner to sacrifice, located between the inner and outer city walls to the northwest of the
tomb and which is connected with the road dutside the west gates (D) Living quarters of
tombs keepers, used as living quarters of tomb admlmstratnve personnels, Iocated between the
inner and outer cmes to the north of the Dining hal I; (E) Official premises and mllftary construc-
tnons in Yu Chi Vl!lage, Iocated five Lis to the north—east of the tomb; (F) Constructlon sltes
in An Gou ViNage seven Lis'to the north-east outside the Mausoleum Archaeology proved that
there are also many accompanylng tombs under the ground in Qin Shlhuang s mausoleum, hke
the many “Imperlal PltS ‘around the tomb. Two painted bronze carriages were excavated on
the tomb passages to the west of the mauso!eom. To the south of the west gate, bet‘ween the
outer and mner cities to the west of the tomb, apart from tow glgantlc stable pits, there, also
scatter tens of animal pits where rare animals were buried. To the east of the mausoleum »
apart from the more than a hundred stable pltS, there are nothlng more than the <amp vaults
where the 7000 terra—cotta wamor.s and horses were buried.

.. At present three areas of accompanying tombs were uncovered whfch are respectlvely,
the one outside the eastern waH of the mausoleum » where seventeen tombs stand side by slde
from the north to the- south, more than twenty tombs msnde “the small cn:y' the tOmb arecn
where tombs take many shapes between the i inner and the outer cities at the northwest gate.
In addltlon the graves of tomb—bmlders are located respectlvely at the Zhao Be“hu and the
Yao Chitou dreds to the houthwest outside the mausoleum. : R
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Mausoleum builders laboured under compulsion. The achievements that they made were
marvelous. For example, the amount of cubic meter of earth is 50714945.79 cubic metres;
the area of stones which covered tomb walls is 55647.2 square metres; the number of tiles
used during the construction reach more than 3000000 square metres who ¢an imagine how
it was completed. .Take the pits of terra—cotta warriors and soldiers as an example. The
rectangular bricks used are 230350 pieces, and timber 50914.3 cubic metres, reed mats
.19469.3 square metres. The labour is so much intensified that it can be figured out from the
following that some 400000 to 500000 people undertook heavy work in the tomb area each
" month, diggihg out earth from the fish pond for burying things, sending the earth to the mauso-
léum and temperihg the earth as well as covering the tomb with earth. The project was pro-
ceeding day:and-night, dnd the conditions of clothing, living and feedmg were bad Therefore,
the labourers suffered heavy casualties. » ‘

- These *Li-Shan'People™ were confronted with the difficulties of tife, the torment of being
Whlpped the suffering of illness and the intimidation of death. They went slowly during the
- construction,, damaged the fdcilites, ran away, untill rebelling.” With ‘the peasants " uprising
foirces in the'east mnrching irito the Guanzhong area, the later period of the constructlon of

tlté maueoleum Calhé to a stop

Accordlng to hlstoncal records . Qm Shlhuang s mausoleum used to be dug, robbed,
burned and destroyed completely All these were reflected on Xiang Yuin late Qin dynasty,
Shl Hu durm the Slxteen States Period and Huangchao in late Tang Dynasty. But facts proved
that these Were s:mply mlsmformatlon Talklng about damage, the fact consisted of three
aspects that Xlang Yu and other people burned down the constructions above the ground dug
the burlal facllltles and robbed the property of the mausoleum From a survey on mercury, it
can be determlned {hat §hlhuang 3 mausoleum did not exper:ence any radical damage

Many rulers in hlStOl")’ attdched lmportance to the protect:on of Qin Shihuang’s tomb. For
example, early in West Han Dynasty, Emperor Laubang issued an order to send people to
guard the mausoleum. Emperor Xiao Mlng in North Wei Dynasty prohibited any cultivation and
plantatlon within flfty steps around the mausoleum Emperor Sui Yang of the Sui Dynasty issued
an ‘order to arrange for ten peasant meIlleS to guard the tombs near the lmperlal tombs. The
North Song Dynasty took the guard of the tombs very seriously. Apart from guarding the
tomb offering sacrlflces 2 they also added up some more earth and renovated the tomb. How-
ever under most curcumstances, the tomb was not under admmlstratxon of any people, and

lllll

~ the tomb was also nibbled seriously until now.
The actual action to protect Qin Shihuang’s tomb started to be taken since [949 when
new China was founded. In December 1987, this mausoleum was listed on the ¢Detailed List of




