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1. Never Late (I)
2. Never Late (II)

1 A quiz for the students at the beginning of the class

l.

This story describes the narrator’s unfortunate experience on the train The
Flying Bluebird. T

2. The narrator had travelled in hundreds of trains. What happened to him
that day was nothing unusual to him. F

3. The narrator did not have a good sleep on the train because of the over-
crowdedness and noise. T

4. The narrator could not get off at Mendova because the train did not stop at
this station. F

5. Being unable to get off the train, the narrator stopped the train without
thinking about what might happen to him. T

6. When the man in blue asked the narrator angrily why he had stopped the
train, he was too frightened to say a word. F

7. After the police officer looked into the matter, he found out what had real-
ly caused all the trouble. T

8. The narrator was late for his ship. F

2 Summaryof thetext - oo o e

The ability to give an accurate summary requires accurate comprehension of

the passage, distinguishing between essential and secondary information, and
skill in composing a clear, economical text. Students should be encouraged to
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practice this technique, either in spoken or written language.
Summary of Lesson 1 and Lesson 2:

The narrator, an Englishman who worked in a hot country far from Eng-
land, had travelled in hundreds of trains. One day something unusual hap-
pened to him in the train from Paris to Endoran. He should get off at Mendo-
va and then change to a ship. But that day the train was very crowded: the
corridor was filled up with people and the floor was covered with all kinds of
things. So no doubt when the train reached Mendova, it was very hard for
him, with a suitcase in each hand, to pass down the corridor to the door. No
sooner had he reached the door than the train began to move. In despair, he
stopped the train by following the instructions on the notice. The train
stopped, but it caused much panic outside in the station. A fat man in blue, a
man who worked on the train, was extremely angry at the narrator’s action.
No one had ever stopped The Flying Bluebird before: it had always run on time.
Railway policemen were sent for and it seemed the narrator was going to be taken
to the police station for what he had done. The officer, however, was a man who
could use his head. After he looked into the matter, he found out that the narrator
was justified in stopping the train: the train was too crowded for him to get off.
Now it was not the narrator but the man in blue who should go to the police station,
because he was partly responsible for the overcrowdedness of the train.

3 Suggestions for teaching S A R R S T SR s 4

1. The teacher may start by asking the following questions to check how well
the students are prepared for this lesson.

1) What is the story about?
(An amusing incident of the narrator.)

2) Where did the story take place?
(On the train from Paris to Endoran. )

3) Why did the narrator have to get off at Mendova?
(To catch the ship to the country where he worked. )

4) What was the name of the train?
(The Flying Bluebird .)

5) What did the narrator think of the train?
(A very fast train, one of the best in the world, never late.)

6) Why was the journey tiring to the narrator that day?
(The train was overcrowded and people were making noise all night
long. )

7) What happened when the train reached Mendova?
(The narrator could not get off the train, because there were too many
people and too many things in the corridor. )
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8) What did the narrator do when the train began to move?
(He stopped the train.)
9) What happened then?
(It caused great panic outside in the station.)
10) Who was that fat man in blue?
(A train official. )
11) Why was he so angry’
(Because no one had ever stopped this train before. )
12) What did he want to do to the narrator?
(He threatened to have the narrator taken to the police station. )
13) Who came then?
(Railway policemen. )
14) What did the officer do?
(He got on the train to find out why the narrator could not get off the
train.)
15) Did he take the narrator to the police station after he looked into the
matter? And why?
(No, because it was not the narrator’s fault: the train was overcrowd-
ed.)
16) Who was going to the police station instead?
(The fat man in blue.)

. Initiate a discussion about the following questions:

1) What does the title mean?
(At first we may think it means The Flying Bluebird was never late, but
when we finish reading the whole story, it suddenly dawns upon us that
it also refers to the narrator’s never being late to catch his ship.)

2) What do you think of the story?
(A humorous story. )

3) What happened at the end of the story?
(Contrary to the readers’ expectation, the train official was taken to
the police station. )

4) Are you prepared for the ending?

. Comments

This story tells about the narrator’s unfortunate experience on The Flying
Bluebird . The reader’s curiosity is aroused at the very beginning of the
story. They are eager to know what happened that was unusual.

The use of the word “fear” in line 58 builds tension in the reader. Just
as things would happen, the narrator was unable to get off in such a crowd-
ed train. Without thinking about the consequences, he stopped the train.

Lesson 2 begins with a description of the panic in the station caused by
the narrator. Policemen were sent for. After a careful investigation into
the matter, the police officer allowed the narrator to leave and decided to
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place the blame on the train official. He should not have allowed the corri-
dor to become so crowded. Throughout this part the narrator keeps the
reader involved in his worries: Will he miss his boat? Will he be taken to
jail? The end provides a satisfactory climax for the reader’s emotions. The
person who was really in the wrong was punished.

In an informal and light style the narrator tries to make an amusing
story out of a very serious matter. It sets the reader thinking about these
questions: What tragedies could occur from such an overcrowded condi-
tion? What would happen if someone had a heart attack? What if a fire
broke out?

4 Sentences for the students to use as models

Lesson One

1.
2.
3.

It was impossible for any more travellers to get into the train. (L. 27)
How long does it take you to get there? (L. 33)
And the train did not stop again until it reached Endoran. (L. 60)

Lesson Two

1.

[\~

S

... but something scemed to be happening outside in the station. (L. 9)
But he seemed to be angry with me, ... (L. 24)
They all scemed to think that something was going to happen now. (L. 27)
He was so angry that for some seconds he could not speak. (L. 43)
It was true that I could not get out. (L. 66)
It seemed a long time before the officer reached me. (L. 75)

. it seemed to me that the man in blue was going to take my place at the
police-station. (L. 92)

5 Translation of some difficult sentences from the text

Lesson One

1.

That is more than enough time. (L. 20)
i ) B B A AR

. We were at Mendova, and I stood up thankfully. (L. 52)

BEE T S, RKE B TRE,

. I felt a touch of fear. (L. 58)

HAH s

. But no one outside the train could hear me, and the people inside did not

care much. (L. 67)
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AN AT A IR 4, FRMAE T HE.
Lesson Two

1. I thought that he was going to need a doctor. (L. 37)
REMPRWT .

2. Then he said, “There will soon be something new in your life.” (L. 39)
RIGHBUL. R EE R, AIREFER .

3. My two cases gave me a lot of trouble, too. (L. 48)

R oA TR R T AR

6 Key to Exercises

Lesson One

True or False

T F T T F
Multiple-choice

C C B B BD

Lesson Two

True or False

T F T T F
Multiple-choice
D B C A D




3. Your Breakfast Is Served, Madam

1 A quiz for the students at the beginning of the class

1. Miss Muffet ordered a large breakfast. F

2. The waiter apologized to Miss Muffet for sending the breakfast to the
wrong room. T

3. Miss Muffet felt very angry when she saw the man, becausc he entered her
room without knocking on the door. F

4. The man walked into the wrong room. F

5. The waitress had the right room, the requested tea, but the wrong ncwspa-
per. T

6. Miss Muffet questioned the three persons carefully because she knew one of
them was a burglar. F

2 Information related to the text

1. A detective i1s a person whose work is solving crimes. Such a person, in
America, may be a member of the official police force of a city, or town.
Or he (or she) may be a “private” investigator. If a private investigator
wishes access to police files, he must be licensed by the state in which he
operates. Insurance agencies frequently have their own private detectives
to investigate any suspicious claims.

2. A detective story (novel, play, etc.) may also be called a whodunit (the
term whodunit was coined in 1930 from who + done + it), in which a
crime is solved at the end by the principal character, usually a detective,
using clues scattered throughout the story. Of all the classroom activities,
this kind of playlet is the most successful, because cops, robbers, and the
unsolved crime seem to be a universal formula for capturing interest.

3 Suggestions for teaching

1. The teacher may begin by asking the following questions as a simple warm-
up.
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1) What does the word “detective” mean?

2) Have you ever read any detective stories in English?

3) Have you ever heard of the famous British detective stories about Sher-
lock Holmes? (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle is the author. )

2. This story asks the reader to be a detective. He must decide who he would
investigate among the people introduced. The teacher can choose some stu-
dents to perform the play before the whole class. During the performance,
the audience should remain alert to spot the all-important clues. When the
performance is over, the teacher can ask some of the audience for the cor-
rect solution. When a finger is pointed at one of the characters in the
sketch, his accuser will be obliged to explain — in English — the grounds
for his accusation. When guilt is eventually established, the entire sketch
may be performed again, without interruption, just for the audience to
relax and to iron out any remaining disagreement.

The following is a suggested list arranged in the order of priority for in-
vestigation.

1) The man. He claimed the room was his but gave the wrong number.
Hotel rooms always have the number of the room on the door. If he
believed it to be his room, why did he knock? People do not knock on
the door of their own room.

2) The waiter. He claimed he was delivering breakfast to Room 326. He
came to Room 321. Waiters are taught to look carefully at the number
on the door before knocking. This may or may not be a careless mis-
take.

3) The waitress. She had the right room, the requested tea, but the wrong
newspaper as she only took orders from the reception. She is not under
suspicion.

3. Solution to the puzzle
The suspicious character in this sketch is the MAN, because if he thought
he was entering his own room, as he claimed, why did he knock on the
door?

4 Sentences for the students to use as models o

IR SR R

1. I'm very sorry. (L. 20)
I'm ever so sorry. (L. 49)
I’m so sorry to have disturbed you. (L. 25)
2. I’m afraid there’s been some mistake. (L. 20)
There must be some mistake. (L. 35)
3. Reception must have given me the wrong number. (L. 22)
Reception must have mixed up the order. (L. 49)
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4.
5.

I don’t know how I could have been so stupid. (L. 38)

If you were watching and listening to the play carefully, you may have no-
ticed something rather suspicious about one of the characters. (L. 56)

If you were a detective, which of them would you want to question, and
why? (L. 59)

5 Translation of some difficult sentences from the text

1.

We all make mistakes ... especially first thing in the morning. (L. 26)

HEREBL 24, SHIEFER K H

. How dare you burst into my room like this! (L. 31)

R 4 HE G R B A R A B3 (1] !

. There must be some mistake. (L. 35)

WM AT T £,

. My goodness, I simply don’t know what to say! (L. 37)

KB, BRAEARFE R GA 248

. I don’t know how I could have been so stupid. (L. 38)

REFRFHERERX 2RI,

. Reception must have mixed up the order. (L. 49)

M EHELFEARITEFRT

. Oh, dear! I think it’s going to be one of those days — just one of those

days... (L. 53)
KW RESKEEMIENE F HERTHENH 1

6 Key to Exercises

Multiple-choice

cC C D BD
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4. The Winter’s Snow

1 A quiz for the students at the beginning of the class

1.

Thomas Carrington travelled every day by train between his office in Lon-
don and his home in the suburb. T

. Carrington was a gentleman in the eyes of the railway workers because he

was well dressed and behaved politely. T

. Carrington did not feel ashamed to walk in his dirty shoes in London be-

cause the streets in London were also covered with snow. F

. Carrington’s plan was to change his dirty shoes at the railway station and

wear the clean shoes to work. T

. Fred was reluctant to help Carrington because it caused him a lot of trou-

ble. F

. It happened one day that after he threw his old shoes to Fred, Carrington

found that he had, in his hurry, forgotten to bring his clean shoes with
him. T

2 Information related to the text

Dress codes vary from culture to culture. One of the signs of a well-dressed
man in European and American culture is clean and polished shoes. Polished
shoes communicate self respect and an awareness of proper dress codes. Peo-
ple notice how you dress and evaluate your place in society by such things as
how you care for your shoes. Dirty or scuffed shoes communicate a careless at-
titude and poor training. Dress codes are so important in Western culture that
there are popular books for sale which relate scientific studies of the effect of
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colors, and clothing styles upon other people. One well-known book is entitled
DRESS FOR SUCCESS.

3 Suggestions for teaching

1.

Improving reading skills is not your only goal. To increase students’ interest
and involvement, use a map to teach the students the location of the places
mentioned in this story. If you do not have one available, draw one to use
in class.

. Extracting main idcas

This exercise is to help students practice reading for general ideas. You can
ask the students to give one sentence in cach paragraph which expresses its
most important idea.
paragraph 1. In winter the streets in the country were covered with
snow, but it was warmer in London.
paragraph  2: Thomas Carrington traveled every day by train between
his office in London and his home in the suburb. (He was
a commuter. )
paragraph 3: Carrington took great care with his appearance and he
was a gentleman in the eyes of the railway men.
paragraph 4. Carrington was ashamed to walk about London in his
dirty shoes.
paragraph  5: Carrington decided to do something to improve his ap-
pecarance.
paragraphs 6, 7, 3, and 9: Carrington worked out a plan.
6: He walked to the station in his old shoes, bringing a pair
of clean shoes with him.
7. He took off his old shoes in the waiting room and wore
the clean ones to work.
8: He left the old shoes with Fred, telling him that he would
change again when he came back in the evening.
9: Fred thought it an excellent idea and was glad to help
him.
paragraphs 10, 11, 12, and 13: Carrington’s plan worked well and he was
very satisfied.
paragraph 14: Carrington was invited to dinner one evening and went to
bed late that night.
paragraph 15: He awoke late the next morning and hurried to the station
in his old shoes. ,
paragraphs 16, 17, 18, and 19: He was just in time for the train. He
jumped on and threw. the shoes out to Fred.
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paragraphs 20 and 21: Carrington made a terrible mistake: in his hurry
he had forgotten to put his clean shoes in the bag.

- Ask the students to organize these sentences and give a brief summary of

the text orally.

Thomas Carrington iraveled every day by train between his office in
London and his home at Hill Park forty miles away. In winter snow fell
heavily in the countryside. Carrington had to walk every morning to the
station through deep snow and often got his shoes dirty and wet. As he was
a man who took great care with his appearance, the thought of having to
walk about London and sit in the office the whole day in those dirty shoes
troubled him a great deal. Then a bright idea struck him. He walked to the
station in his heavy garden shoes and changed into his beautiful black shoes
which he had brought with him in the waiting room, leaving the dirty ones
with Fred, a railway man who admired him very much. In the evening he
changed back in those heavy shoes and walked home through deep snow.
The plan worked well for several days. Then one morning he awoke late.
He put on his old shoes and hurried to the station. When he got there, the
train was already in the station. He jumped on the train and no sooner had
he sat down than the train began to move. Quickly he pulled off his dirty
shoes and threw them out to Fred. When he opened his bag, to his terror,
he found he had, in his hurry, forgotten to bring the clean shoes with him.

. Comments

The author begins his story by stressing Mr. Carrington’s carcfulness
about his appearance. In this way he builds the reader’s curiosity as to what
will happen. The story ends in a humorous way. The idea that Mr. Car-
rington will have to walk about in his stocking feet is quite funny. The em-
barrassment will be great as people look at him with curiosity and amuse-
ment.

. Initiate a discussion about the following topics:

1) Nowadays many people commute from home to work. How do you like
commuting?

2) Have you ever had the humorous but embarrassing experience related to
clothing? Describe it if you have.

3) Do you feel it is proper to evaluate a person on the basis of how he dress-
es? Can the way a person cares for his shoes reveal his character?

4 Translation of some difficult sentences from the text

1.

2. ..

Carrington was always careful of his appearance. (L. 11)
ARG - AR A E LR,
and he had a smile for each. (L. 14)
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fxF A 15—~ ABRER T8,

3. “He’s a proper gentleman: one of the best.” (L. 15)
MRS L ARAEM -

4. ... and Carrington decided that he must do something to improve his ap-
pearance. (L. 24)
TR PE — BN E - A E R

5. He always carried a bag to and from the office. (L. 26)
i E TSR ENERA.

6. Carrington’s day in London passed pleasantly, and his heart was light.
(L. 43)
X — K RAREE R HL AR5, O EIEF P

7. ... who caught it cleverly. (L. 68)
SEIRMEIY I b IR TR

8. “Thank heaven!” Carrington said aloud. “Good old Fred!” (L. 74)
P RBHY R BT TR (SRR AR

5 Some proverbs for the students to remember

. Clothes make people, priests make brides.
Good clothes open all doors.

Fine feathers make fine birds.

Clean and whole makes poor clothes shine.
Never judge from appearances.

It is not the gay coat that makes the gentleman.
Clothes do not make the man.

S =

® NP o s

Don’t throw out your dirty water until you get in fresh.

6 Key to Exercises

True or False

T T TV FT
Multiple-choice

D CC DD A




5. From Mr. Walton’s Diary

1 A quiz for the students at the beginning of the class

1.

This diary describes Mr. Walton’s life in a small village throughout the four
seasons. T

. Spring weather is changeable. It is sunny in the morning but in the after-

noon it suddenly becomes cloudy and it looks like rain. T

. Not many changes have taken place in recent years in this small village. F

Mr. Walton prefers watching TV to reading books. F

. Though the village is no longer what it used to be, Mr. Walton seems still to

stick to the old pattern of life. T

. Mr. Walton is an old-fashioned man who enjoys the simple pleasures in life.

T

2 Information related to the text

1.

The climate of British Isles is generally mild, not very cold in winter, and
never very hot in summer. The rivers seldom freeze in winter, and snow
never lies on the ground for long, except in the north, especially in the
Highlands of Scotland. Sheep and cattle can graze on the meadows all the
year round. All parts of British Isles have a lot of rain in all seasons. In
winter, thick fogs occasionally cover many parts of Britain. The mild and
damp climate is very good for agriculture, especially for vegetable-farming,
sheep-and cattle-farming. But there is always an element of surprise in the
British climate. In some countries, people can put away their raincoats for
several months and let their fires go out during the burning heat of the sum-
mer. Not so in Britain, where we never know from one day to the next
what is in store for us. No wonder the most common topic of conversation
in British life is the weather.

. Every December 25th the Western countries celebrate the feast of Christ-

mas. This date marks the birth of Jesus Christ who was the founder of the
Christian religion. Christmas is the biggest holiday in the year. Two impor-
tant things, apart from its religious significance, help to set this holiday
apart from all others: the custom of giving gifts and the habit of spending it




