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UNIT 11 Education 1

UNIT 11
Education

Part I Reading Passages

Passage A

Population to be Turned into Human Resources

Turning the burden of a large population into a human resources advantage is set as
a major goal of the Ministry of Education in the new century. To achieve this goal, the
Ministry of Education has worked out a series of measures to popularize various
education programmes which cater to people of different ages and from various sectors.

Higher Education

The enrollment of higher learning institutions will be further cnlarged in the next
few years, to cultivate more skilled people for the country’s economic development. In
its long-term education development plan, the ministry said that the number of students
attending colleges and universities will increase to 15 per cent, from the present 9 per
cent.

The State began to widen the recruitment scope of colleges and universities in 1999
aiming to provide students with more opportunities to receive higher education and help
drive economic development through educational consumption. Expanding on college
recruitment will be continued in the next few years.

To give students more opportunities to enter colleges and universities, the country
will hold another college entrance examination in spring in the cities of Beijing and
Shanghai and Anhui Province. The biannual system of college entrance examinations is

expected to be expanded into other areas in the future.

Vocational Education

To raise the education level of those who fail to enter colleges and universities, the
State will develop vocational and adult education programmes. These education
programmes, ranging from industry, agriculture, finance to tourism and public security,

will play a supplementary role in training specialized workers for all economic sectors.
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Basic Education

China is expected to basically eliminate illiteracy among people aged 15-50 this year.
To achieve this goal, the ministry has mobilized educational administrations in more
developed provinces to help spread preliminary education programmes in the
mountainous, rural, remote and border areas with underdeveloped economies. This
includes a new post-rotating system between urban and rural areas to help reduce the
disparity in teacher quality.

The Ministry of Education will also concentrate on developing long-distance
education systems, such as televised and computer-aided teaching programmes, to bring
training in basic education and agricultural skills to the 900 million strong farming
population. To further raise the skills of workers, further-education schools will offer
more pre-job, professional and re-employment training courses for young and middle-
aged people.

Illiteracy and poor education have together constituted a bottleneck in China’s move
from a traditional agrarian nation to a modern industrial one. Eradicating illiteracy and
popularizing basic education are important in upgrading labourers’ skills. In China, anti-
illiteracy is mainly targeted at people aged 15 to 50.

Minority Education

Although ethnic groups account for only 7.6 per cent in China, educational
blueprints never forget to improve learning climates for them.

Higher learning institutions in better developed provinces will recruit more students
from ethnic groups. Primary and middle schools in educationally advanced provinces will
continue to run special classes or schools for ethnic group students, to help ease the

shortage of teachers in remote and border areas.

Special Education

Education for the disabled is also a priority for the ministry. The ministry has signed
contracts with regional educational administrations to spread the work about special

education programmes for physically disabled and mentally retarded children.
Passage B

Project Hope

In 1989, the decision-makers of the newly established China Youth Development
Foundation (CYDF) set their eyes on basic education in the poverty-stricken areas. At
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that time, 80 million people in China still lived below the poverty line. For a long time,
China’s education expenditure was allocated by the government, lacking support from
the people and society. As a result, schools in poor areas were far from adequate. Each
year a million students dropped out of school due to poverty. A project aimed at helping
school dropouts and improving school conditions was initiated and named Project Hope.
It is a non-governmental public welfare undertaking with the widest participation and
the greatest influence in the 1990s. On the Chinese mainland, six out of ten have given
donations to the project. In HKSAR, Macao, Taiwan and abroad, with overseas
Chinese and foreign nationals of Chinese origin as the mainstay, individuals, social
organizations and enterprises are also making donations to the project. China Today
recently interviewed the CYDF to ask about the achievements and future plans for
Project Hope.

Q: Project Hope has been implemented for ten years. What are its achievements?
What active roles has it played in society?

A: By the end of last year, the various implementation organizations of Project
Hope had received over 1.6 billion yuan in donations, which have been used to help
2,098,700 dropouts back to school and to build 7,111 hope primary schools.

Project Hope has improved the school conditions in poor areas and stimulated
educational development. It has also changed the fate of hundreds of thousands of rural
children, bringing them back to school. They are reserve forces to bring China’s poor
areas out of poverty. Project Hope raises social education consciousness and promotes
the traditional Chinese virtue of taking pleasure in helping others. Meanwhile, it has
also built up bridges between the poverty-stricken areas and the outside world. Most of
these areas are remote and closed to the outside world. With the implementation of
Project Hope, they have gained much information from their donators about modern
development and progress. Some donators even helped poor families find economic
projects suitable to the local conditions. Some cooperative partnerships have been
formed between the poor and rich regions. Besides, the project has rationalized the
allocation of social resources to bring about social fairness. To summarize, Project Hope
has played active roles in many aspects of Chinese society, and it is beneficial to both
economic and ideological development of China.

Q: How is Project Hope supervised?

A: In May 1997, 32 members of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) investigated the implementation of Project
Hope in four Chinese provinces. In their report, they fully affirmed the achievements of
and supervision over the project, regarding it as a trusted project.

The ultimate aim of Project Hope is to stop Chinese children from dropping out of
school. This cannot be achieved in a short period of time. Rather, it requires frequent

and long-term social supervision. Every donator and recipient are supervisors of our
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work. We also asked for government supervision by announcing our annual auditing
results. The news media played supervisory roles as well. In addition, our project has the
national supervisory committee and provincial level supervisory committees which
frequently inspect our work. We have a public supervision and consultation telephone
hot line, and have fixed a social supervision day every year to announce our financial and
management situation, and at the same time, to listen to people’s ideas and suggestions.

However, harmful acts have occurred during the implementation of Project Hope.
Some individuals and work units have used the name of Project Hope to make profits for
themselves. We have sought legal protection. The State Administration for Industry and
Commerce made rulings about using the name of Project Hope in business activities in
1996, and in 1997, Project Hope became the first Chinese charity organization to
register trade marks authorized by the State Trade Mark Administration.

Q: The CYDF recently announced that it would shift its focus starting from this
year. What changes are you going to make and why?

A: The CYDF will not hold large scale activities to solicit donations, and will not
receive donated funds for school dropouts. Our main tasks are, firstly, to follow the two
million Project Hope recipients, and choose those with potential to further their studies.
Secondly, we will train teachers in the over 7,000 Hope primary schools, so that they
can play a leading role in improving educational levels in their local areas.

The shift of our focus is a major issue for Project Hope. The Chinese government
has engaged great effort to popularize nine-year compulsory education, to alleviate
poverty and eliminate illiteracy. Our mission of helping dropouts go back to school and
raising the social education consciousness has basically been fulfilled, and that is one of
the main reasons for us to shift our focus.

With the decline in the number of dropout students, the improvement in the quality
of teachers and school conditions has become our most important task. Meanwhile, the
rapid development of the rural economy requires more educated people. We have
established the Hope Star Scholarship to assist 500 excellent students to receive help from
Project Hope to continue their secondary and college education. We have also made
experiments to combine teaching with agricultural science in Hope primary schools.

As requested by donators and recipients, we have also changed our donating
approach. The one-to-one donating pattern has been widely accepted. With the
traditional donating approach, the donated funds have to go through the national,
provincial, municipal, county, township governments and the school before they reach
the children.

With the shifting of our focus, we will also develop some new projects related to
Project Hope, such as the Protecting the Yellow River Act and the Chinese Ancient
Poetry and Literature Reading Project. We hope that people from all walks will continue

to support our extensive projects.
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(adapted from the China Today, June 1999, Li Fugen & Zhang Hua)

Passage C

Quality-oriented Education

The National Conference on Education, the third of its kind since China began its
reform and opening policies in the late 1970s, was hosted in Beijing in June by the
central government and the State Council. It endorsed a blueprint for promoting quality-
oriented education that highlights the cultivation of independent thinking, creative spirit
and the practical ability of the nation. Convening at the turn of the century, the
conference’s endorsement paved the way for the development of a vigorous socialist
educational system with Chinese characteristics as the country enters the 21st century. It
also pointed out the need to enhance the quality and the competitiveness of Chinese
people in the new century.

The promotion of quality education and the fostering of originality are in line with
the trend of the times and conducive to China’s social, economic and scientific
development. The world is about to enter a new era of knowledge-based economy. In
developed countries, statistics indicate intelligence and knowledge factors already
contribute to 60 to 80 percent of cconomic growth. Since knowledge-based economy will
prevail, we have reason to believe that in the new century an individual who possesses
talents, innovative spirit and comprehensive knowledge will wield an upper hand in
international competition. Education is the base for knowledge acquisition,
popularization and application, as well as a cradle for nurturing people with innovative
spirits.

The past few years saw healthy advancement and forceful reforms in China’s
education sector. Significant headway has been made in different education fronts
especially in the implementation of the nine-year compulsory education — six years in
primary school and three years in middie school, the elimination of illiteracy and the
enhancement of higher education and vocational training. According to statistics
released by the Ministry of Education (MOE), more than 73% of the country’s
population had gone through nine-year compulsory education by 1998. Some 98.93% of
children of primary school age attended classes, whereas 87. 3% of children attended
middle schools. Last year, China’s 1,022 regular colleges and universities enrolled 1. 08
million students for bachelor degrees, while its 962 adult higher learning institutions
enrolled more than 1 million students. These institutions were set up more than a decade
ago specially for those who failed the entrance exams for regular colieges and
universities. They have helped train millions of people with specialized skills in
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agricultural, industrial, educational, medical, financial, public security and other
economic sectors. More will be done within the next few years to promote on-the-job
and reemployment training programs.

However, much is still to be desired. The traditional examination-driven education
system has bridled young people’s thinking and has made them mere passive learners with
little practical abilities and innovative spirits. The promotion of quality education will
offset shortcomings of the old system. It will foster modern talents, creative spirit and
expertise in order to better shoulder the responsibility of rejuvenating the Chinese
nation.

The Chinese Government promises to increase its education expenditure gradually to
reach 4% of the GDP in the near future. Local governments should prioritize funding
for education when drafting fiscal budgets. With concerted efforts from the
government, the education sector and society as a whole, we believe quality education

will progress smoothly and contribute to China’s modernization drive.
(Adapted from the China Daily, May 19, 1999 and June 19, 1999, Cui Ning)

Passage D

Some Problems of Chinese Education as Seen
through the Eyes of a Foreigner

I hope I shall not sound negative in focusing on problems. Chinese education over
the past decades has achieved great successes. I focus on problems for the sake of still
greater successes in the future — above all on the need to cultivate in students: self-
reliance, creativity, independent thought.

First, spoon-feeding, or as the Chinese idiom has it, duck-stuffing.

The evils of duck-stuffing are recognized by Chinese and western teachers alike. But
getting rid of it is another thing. Drawing language — and ideas — out of students,
instead of cramming them in, calls for more time, effort and command of the language
on the part of the teacher. A teacher with a limited command of a foreign language,
unless he/she tries to teach it in Chinese (which also is often the case), can cope only by
preparing every word in advance and sticking word for word to a text. If students are
encouraged to use their brains, they may come up with awkward questions, which
teachers may be unprepared to answer. This means that we urgently need better
educated teachers, with a better command of their subject.

Secondly, the problem of plagiarism.

Accessibility of books facilitates independent study. It also brings with it the danger

of over-reliance on books and even resort to plagiarism. There’s a saying in Chinese:
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“All the writing in the world is copied.” That may be true, for the whole of human
knowledge all over the world, all through history, hangs together. But in scholarship, if
we knowingly use another scholar’s ideas, we should give him/her credit by citing the
source of quotations. Failure to do so is plagiarism, an outstanding problem in many
countries, China among them. When I supervised graduation papers at the Institute, I
found they contained pages of perfect English — obviously copied word for word, with
never a quotation mark or footnote — interspersed with occasional sentences in rather
imperfect English, obviously the student’s own. This copying did show that the writer of
the paper had read some books and organized extracts into a coherent whole. But they
showed no sign of original thinking.

Thirdly, seminars.

Today’s students have entered college straight from middle school, where they have
been subjected to teacher-centered education and duck-stuffing. They have not been
encouraged ( I don’t say they are unable ) to think and speak for themselves. So the
silence has often prevailed with the students during a discussion. In spite of welcoming
divergent views, I find that getting a good discussion going is harder than drawing teeth.
Sometimes discussion flags for lack of preparation by the students. This is partly because
their programs are overcrowded. Some juniors and even seniors have, until recently had
as many as 26, even 28 class hours a week. Now more and more elective courses are
becoming available and students have been signing up for more than they can cope with.
They have no time to think, to “read, mark, learn and inwardly digest”. But young
people are understandably in a hurry. It is hard for them to grasp the principle that

learning should last a lifetime.
(Adapted from a speech presented by Mr. David Crook, a British

expert in Beijing Foreign Language Institute, at the International
Symposium on the Teaching of English in the Chinese Context)

Part I Words and Expressions

1. Useful Words and Expressions Based on the Reading Passages

ERHEHH Ministry of Education (MOE)

EHEEEE. to develop morally, intellectually, physically and

RE XFEHRIRE aesthetically / to develop one’s morality, intelligence,
physique as well as artistic appreciation

VEHE primary education
PEHF secondary education
HEHE tertiary education / higher education

BA#E adult education



