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Inside front cover

Mi-deer (Elaphurus davidianus Milne- Edwards), fossil skull with a pair of relatively
intact antlers (Y.V, 2), front and top view, x 1/10. '

(Photograph and plate by Mr. Wu Wei and Mr. Zhong Zhixin)
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Herds of Mi-deer (Elaphurus davidianus Milne-Edwards) in Woburn Abbey, England
Fig. 1. One part of the herd of Mi-deer during the rut, 1982.

Fig. 2. Under the tree in the ruting area.

(Photographs by Ms. Maja Boyd in the Dept. of Zoology, Oxford University, England).
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Preface

Mi-deer is a member of the deer family. It was once exported from China to
foreign countries and then extinct in China for half-a century, but now introduced
back to China. The research and introduction of this animal are not only of scien-
tific significance but also can stir our love for the country or native land, our hope
and enthusiasm to save the endangered species and to conserve natural environment.

In 1983, two Americans wrote a book about Mi-deer (Beck, B. B. and Wemmer,
C. M.: The Biology and Management of an’ Extinct Speéies: Pere David’s deer, pp.
1~193), which is the most detailed and authentic book of Mi-deer’s biology and
management. But the book does not included some latest and important materials
about Mi-deer’s geographical history, history, ecology, palaeo-ecology, etc. Our book
lays stress on these subjects. So maybe these two books will supplement and im-
prove each other.

Our sctting on the research on Mi-deer can trace back to the early 1970°. From
the middle 1970’ our research papers have been continually published in the profes-
sional journals and issued at international professional meetings. Till now most of
the reports on Mi-deer’s fossils and fossil localities in our country have been made
by us. We have studied systematically ecology and palaeo-ecology, especially modern
and ancient vegetation in Mi-deer’s original living localities——-ancient Hailing County.
The new point of view that Mi-deer is an element of Oriental Realm and the most
favorable arca of introducing Mi-deer in wild is in the lower Yangtze River were put
forward based just on the work mentioned above.

We think that conditions now are good enough for us to write a book to give a
full introduction to these materials. This is the purpose of this book.” Except for a
large scale of the latest fruits which the book' include, we have arranged systema-
tically piecemeal materials published by ourselves and other predecessors in order to
lay a primary foundation for tomorrow’s further researches. '

In June, 1984, we were invited by Chinese Forest Minfstry as the scientist
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representatives on Chinese side to take part in the united expedition composed of
Chinese and foreign scientists to choose the Jocality of introducing Mi-deer in wild
in the east part of China. Our research conclusions have changed the traditional
views of Chinese and foreign scholars that Mi-deer is an animal living in the north
and were accepted rapidly by the representatives of the World Wildlife Fund,
International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, People’s
Trust for Endangered Species and Oxford University, such as Dr. Jungius, H., Dr.
Loudon, A., Ms. Boyd, M. In the mid July, 1984, the International Mi-deer Research
Meeting held in London also accepted our view. Thus the thoughts both of Chinese
and foreign scientists came into one. Several days later, London’s ‘“Daily Telegraph”
on 21 July and Switzerland’s “WWF News’’ in Nos. 7~8 and so on all published
papers in different styles, accepting and applying our view that the lower Yangtze
River area is the most favourable arca of the latest wild Mi-deer and also the most
favourable area of reintroduction.

What is to our great consolation is that the reintroduction of Mi-deer to China
on :arge scale started nearly at the same time when we reached our conclusions. A
herd of 22 Mi-deer, presided by Chinese Environment Ministry, introduced by Mis.
Boyd, M., provided by Lord Marques of Tavistock, owner of Woburn, were trans-
ported into China on August 24, 1983; 2 heads were given to Shanghai and her peo-
ple, raised in Shanghai Zoo and the rest were sent back to the original Imperial
Hunting Park, Beijing, the last place the Mi-deer came to be lost in Qing Dynasty.
Another herd of 39 heads, presided by Chinese Forest Ministry, handled by Dr.
Jungius, H. and Dr. Loudon, A., provided by world Wildlife Fund and Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources, were transported
into China on August 13, 1986 and introduced to Dafeng County, Jiangsu province,
a part of ancient Hailing County, which is the most important original area of wild
Mi-deer in Lower Yangtze River, to establish a natural conservation area. To both
of these two heads of Mi-deer’s reintroduction, we have contributed our efforts to
some extent.

In compiling this book, we feel that there are some shortcomings, especially the
work of C!¢ dating is not done well enough and the work of quality is done more
than that of quantity. Still, because of our knowledge being not enough and time
being limited, there exist some shortcomings and error. So, ‘any criticisms and ‘sug-
gestions are welcome. However, we believe that the book will play the role of ‘‘throw-
ing stones and bringing back jade’” and be good to going into the subjects more
deeply, especially about this rare animal’s reviving and flourishing in the original
habitat. _

The fulfilment of the book is the result not only of our work, four authors, but
also that of our colleagues in and outside of our museum. First, we were supported
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greatly by our superior leader, Shanghai Science and Technique Committee and some
concerned departments in our museum. The samples of fossil pollen-spores are
analyzed by Professor Wang Kaifa and Zhang Yulan, Tongji University and Miss Li
Zhenrui, Mr. Xu Jingrong and Hu Zhongheng, Shanghai Sea Geological Investigation
Bureau; The ancient writing inscriptions on the fossil Mi-deer’s antler are identified
and explained by Mr. Ma Chenyuan and Mr. Bai Maozhuo, Shanghai Museum. Sec-
tions 1~2 oi Chapter 2 and Chapters 8~11 under the charge of Mr. Chen Bin were
partly compiled and translated by his colleagues, Mr. Sun Yueping and Zhou Xiao-
hua. Its foreign language is revised by Mr. Zha Guoshen, Foreign Language and
Literature Department, Fudan University; the plates are taken and made by Mr.
Zhong Zhixin, photographic studio of our museum; the foreign affairs are arranged
by Miss Sun Xianhua, a secretay of foreign affairs in our museum. We are
indebted to these people 'mentioned above and also to those people who have not
mentioned above but have helped us.

Authors

Shanghai Museum of Natural History

October, 1986
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