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Preface

Natural autoantibodies (NAAs) refer to immunoglobulins
that are present in the serum of healthy individuals in the ab-
sence of deliberate immunization with the target antigen. They
have been proved to be important composings of the congenital
immune system. Along with the development of immunclogy
and related subjects in theory and technology, scientists un-
derstand the NAAs more deeply and comprehensively. From
the traditional viewpoint that all the autoantibodies were “hor-
ror autotoxicus” to the recent recognition that autoreactivity is
an essential element of the normal immune system, many con-
ceptions have been changed. NAAs have been clarified gradu-
ally in many aspects such as their natural presence, production
mechanisms, physiological functions, pathogenic significance
and the relationship with clinical diseases. The academia is now
paying unprecedented attension to the NAAs study field. More
and more papers have been published overseas, and the inves-
tigations on different autoantibodies are being carried through
in China,

As an important subject in basic immunology, NAAs are
also closely related with clinical science. We, almost all the
members from the dermatologic department of Xijing hospital.
started a series investigations on anti-keratin autoantibody
(AK auto Ab), which is one kind of NAAs, in middle 1980s.
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These works were suj. -orted by the Natural Science Founda-
tion of China (1988~ 2000, as four successive projects),“863”
project and “1035” project from National Science and Technol-
ogy Ministry (1996 ~ 2000) and the “tenth” five project of
PLLA medical science(2001~2003) as a main task. By modern
cellular and molecular experiments, many impersonal facts
have been found. We published more than 40 influential scien-
tific articles in domestic and abroad journals. The achievement
was awarded 1" degree prize by Shan Xi Province in 1995 and
3™ degree national prize in 1996.

In order to introduce the actuality and recent progress of
the studies on NAAs and deepen the understanding to the au-
toimmunity, we decided to compile this book named “Natural
autoantibodies”. The editor-in-chief, associate editors-in-chief
and all the writers are professors or associate professors and
dermatologists or immunologists who have gained M. D. , Ph.
D. or Master degree and participated in the NAAs studies in
Fourth Military Medical University. The contents of the book
include the investigation results of ourselves as well as the
published evidence about NAAs by other authors. The pur-
pose to do so is to reflect the panorama of NAAs as roundly as
possible.

During the compiling of the book, there is not any pub-
lished monograph concerning with NAAs could be used for
reference. All the data and materials are from numerous scat-
tered original articles. It would be certainly difficult to collect.
We searched and reviewed the literatures not only in English
but also in Japanese and in Russian. Even though, it is hard to
avoid missing out important materials. In addition, because of
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the limited knowledge on immunology, We are afraid that there
must be some inaccuracy in this book. Readers’ comments and
criticisms would be helpful for us to perfect the book, we greet

it with sincerity.

Yufeng Liu M.D, Gang Wang M.D,Ph.D
Oct. 2001
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