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ABSTRACT

On Modernization Delay in Black Africa

Being an inevitable course of the world history, modern-
ization originated from Northwestern Europe,and then spread
through central Europe, East Europe and North America. In
the second half of the 19th century it overstepped the area of
Europe and influenced Latin America, East Asia and Middle
East. After the Second World War, the movement of modern-
ization has developed widely in the Third World,a number of
countries of which have become newly industrialized countries.
These countries are regarded as East Asia Model and Latin
America Model in terms of their success by the international
schools. It seems that Black Africa has sank into degradation
and has been delayed in modernization compared with the
above mentioned countries. This phenomenon has touched off
discussions among lots of scholars from different schools. Go-
ing further exploration into the modernization delay in Black
Africa is significant both in theory and practice for the study .of
the resistance ,breakage and failure of the modernization.

The thesis tries to give a realistic survey from the angel of
history on modernization delay in Black Africa,study the his-
torical roots of underdeveloped Black Africa formed in colonial

time and explore its social process of history and mechanism.
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The thesis makes a comprehensive and logical analysis of
moderniztion delay in Black Africa. The conclusion is as fol-
lows : limited by social and economical structures left over by
colonicalism, Black Africa has wrongly chosen national capital-
ism as its main strategy for development,which results in the
following 3 serious interdependent consequences‘: Firstly, pri-
vate capitalists haven’t grown up among nongovernmental or-
ganizations; on the contrary, the bureaucratic bourgeoicie has
developed unnaturally; Secondly, tribal conflicts result from
the shortage of resources; Thirdly, there are serious structural
corruption in political system. The mutual effects of the above
mentioned facts became a vicious circle of underdevelopment
illness.

In methodology, the thesis tries to use new methods
namely methodology of comprehensive analysis, methodology
of historical course and methodology of social ecosystem. The
thesis specially stresses on the effects of the late development
in order to overstep the western scholars’ studies on the Third
World’s modernization.

In theory,through the survey on the delay of the modern-

ization in Blak Africa,the thesis makes a theoretical check of

two western schools modernization theory and the depen-

dence theory World system theory and comes to some rea-

sonable and logical conclusions.
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