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The International Labour Organization

The International Labour Organization was founded in 1919 to promote social justice and,
thereby, to contribute to universal and lasting peace. Its tripartite structure is unique among
agencies affiliated to the United Nation; the ILO's Governing Body includes representatives of
government, and of employers' and workers' organizalions. These three constituencies are active
participants in regional and other meetings sponsored by the ILO, as well as in the International

Labour Conference — a world forum which meets annually to discuss social and labour questions.

Over the years the ILO has issued for adopiion by member States a widely respected code of
international labour Conventions and Recommendations on freedom of association, employment,
social policy, conditions of work, social security, industrial relations and labour administration,

among others,

The 1LO provides expert advice and technical assistance to member Siates through a network of
offices and multidisciplinary teams in over 40 couniries. This assistance takes the form of labour
rights and industrial relations counselling, employment promotion, training in small business
development, project management, advice on social security, workplace safety and working

conditions, the compiling and dissemination of labour statistics, and workers' education.

ILO Publications

The International Labour Office is the Organizations' secretariat, research body and publishing
house. The Publications Bureau produces and distributes material on major social and economic
trends. It publishes policy statements on issues affecting labour around the world, reference
works, technical guides, research—based books and monographs, codes of practice on safety and
health prepared by experts, and training and workers' education manuals. I also produces the
International Labour Review in English, French and Spain, Which publishes the results of

original research, perspectives on emerging issues, and book reviews.

Calalogues and lists of new publications are available free of charge form ILO publicalions,
International Labour Office, CH—1211 Geneva 22, Swilzerland. Please visit us at the World Wide

Web at: www.ilo.org
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