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About the Author

Lucy Maud Montgomery was born on
November 30, 1874 in Clifton (now New
London ) on Prince Edward Island, a
province of Canada. Her mother died when
she was a baby, and she was raised by her
grandparents.

Young Lucy began writing short stories
and verse as a child. Her first poem was
published in the local paper when she was
fifteen. In her late teens she qualified for a
teacher’s license at Prince of Wales College
in Charlottetown and studied at Dalhousie
University in Halifax, Nova Scotia. For
three years she worked there as a journalist
and teacher.

In 1898 the young career woman re-
turned home to care for her grandmother

who was ill. In her spare time she wrote
I



short stories and poems for children’ s
magazines.

Then one day Lucy was leafing through
her notebook of plots for a short serial she
had been asked to write for a Sunday School
paper. A faded entry written years earlier
caught her eye: “Elderly couple apply to or-
phanage for a boy. By mistake a girl is sent
them.” The result was her touching first
novel, Anne of Green Gables. Six sequels
which detail the marriage and career of the
author’s lovable heroine followed. They in-
clude Anne of Awvonlea, Chronicles of
Avonlea , Anne’ s House of Dreams, Anne
of the Island ,and Anne of Windy Poplars .

In 1911 the author married a minister,
Reverend Ewan MacDonald, and moved to
Toronto, Canada. However, she never
stopped missing picturesque Prince Edward
Island which is the scene of all but one of
her twenty-one novels.

Anne of Green Gables , considered Lucy
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Montgomery’ s masterpiece, won her inter-
national acclaim. The book has been filmed,
translated into five languages, and tran-
scribed into Braille.

The recipient of numerous prestigious
awards, the author died at 67 on April 24,
1942.
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CHAPTER 1

The News Is Shocking

SAERIER

Mrs. Rachel Lynde was a busybody* who lived
in Avonlea, a town on beautiful Prince Edward Is-
land off Canada’s Atlantic coast.

Now Avonlea occupied a little peninsula® that
jutted® out, with water on both sides. It was impos-
sible for any traveler on the hill road to pass in and
out of town without Mrs. Rachel noticing. And no-
tice she did! Every spare minute she had, she sat by
her kitchen window knitting* her “Cotton Warp®”
quilts and watching the comings and goings on the
road.

One warm June afternoon, she was amazed® to
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see Matthew Cuthert drive by. Not only was he us-
ing his buggy" and sorrel’ mare®, but he was wearing
his best suit. All this led Mrs. Rachel to believe
Matthew was traveling out of Avonlea — a fair dis-
tance, no doubt. Now where was Matthew Cuthbert
going and why?

If it had been any other man in town, Mrs.
Rachel would have known the answer to those ques-
tions. But Matthew was different from other folks.
He was a shy man who never visited or ventured*
far from home. She felt certain that Matthew must
be on an important mission” .

“I’ll just go over to Green Gables after tea and
find out from Marilla what Matthew is up to, ”Mrs.
Rachel muttered®. “T want to get to the bottom of
this mystery’.”

Green Gables, a large, rambling® house set amid
flowering orchards, was located a quarter mile up
the road from Lynde’ s Hollow. When Mrs. Rachel
arrived there later in the afternoon, Matthew’ s sis-
ter, Marilla, was sitting in her tidy kitchen knitting.

1.['bagiln. #1215 %

2. ['soralla. &£#BE £ &
3.[mealn. &G 4.

6.

8.

'ventfa]v. T &
5. ['mijn]n. L TP S '
7. ['mistari] n. fb%, WAty E '

mata]v. & F %

[
E
['reemblin]ad;. £ #0] 4

2



He Was Wearing His Best Suit.
R BT —ERR,

WRABRRALGLARA, EM R AR oA X B P Y

E-3F I8



Behind her, three plates were laid on the table.

Marilla must be expecting! Matthew to bring
someone home for tea, Mrs. Rachel thought. How-
ever , the dishes were everyday dishes and there were
only crab apple? prese-rves3 and one kind of cake.
The company could not be anyone special. Yet what
could explain Mattew’ s unusual appearance today?

“Good evening, Rachel,” Marilla said. She was
a tall, thin woman who wore her gray streaked* hair
swept up’ in a bun® on the back of her head. “Won’ t
you sit down? How are all your folks?”

“We are all fine, ”Mrs. Rachel answered. “I was
worried about you though, when I saw Matthew
drive by earlier. I thought maybe he was going to
get the doctor because you were ill. ”

“Oh, I’ m quite well,” Marilla told her, know-
ing full well how curious’ her nosy® neighbor must
be about Matthew’s trip. “Matthew went to Bright
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