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Preface

by Qian Jiadong

The issue of arms control and disarmament continues to play a cen-
tral role in the current international political struggle. It has a direct
bearing on national security as well as global and regional peace and sta-
bility. As a result, arms control and disarmament have been receiving in-
creasing attention from the international community in recent years. A
close relationship exits between arms control and disarmament and cur-
rent diplomatic and military debates in the world. Historically, the sub-
ject of arms control and disarmament served as an important tool for mili-
tary powers or military blocs to seize political, military and economic con-
trol, maintain superiority and weaken their opponents. Global peace and
stability as well as the survival and happiness of mankind has been at the
heart of the call for greater support for arms control and disarmament by
peace-loving nations in the world.

In spite of the fact that negotiations on arms control and disarma-
ment have occurred for decades and resulted in a series of agreements and
protocols, the largest nuclear powers have never stopped their develop-
ment of advanced nuclear weapons in an attempt to gain military superi-
ority over others in the 21 century. However, the appeals from the
peace-loving nations, especially developing countries, to accelerate the
pace of the process for arms control and disarmament have been on the
rise and have evolved into an influential force in global politics. Thus the
process of international arms control and disarmament has been gradual
but not linear; it has been marked by a pattern of advance and retreat.

China has always devoted herself to maintaining global peace and
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stability. She has adopted peaceful diplomatic policies to end the arms

race and to eliminate or reduce the risks of war through arms control and
disarmament. The aim of these efforts is to create a peaceful environment
and contribute to global economic development. China’s policies include
supporting the comprehensive prohibition and thorough destruction of nu-
clear weapons, no-first-use of nuclear weapons, and a pledge not to use or
threaten to use nuclear weapons against nuclear-free countries and nucle-
ar-free zones. China’s support for arms control and disarmament extends
to conventional arms reductions as well. For two decades, China has ac-
tively reduced its armed forces. Between 1985 and 1990 China reduced
its military personnel by one million, and in 1997 it declared that it
would reduce its military personnel by 500,000 within the coming three
years. In support of these policies, China has taken part in negotiations
on international arms control and has signed a series of constructive proto-
cols and agreements. China has supported and is continuing to contribute
to international arms control and disarmament efforts.

The subject of arms control and disarmament is comprehensive and
combines both natural and social sciences. It also encompasses a wide va-
riety of disciplines such as politics, military affairs, diplomacy, science,
technology and economics. Research on arms control and disarmament in
China had a comparatively late start. The number of research personnel
engaged in this discipline is small and because of this limitation the exten-
sive research work currently being conducted cannot meet China’s actual
needs. In particular, fundamental work, such as building informational
databases and compiling and publishing reference books, is currently in-
adequate.

In an effort to resolve this problem, The Department of Arms Con-
trol and Disarmament of the China Defense Science and Technology In-
formation Center (CDSTIC) has organized more than 40 arms control ex-
perts from the fields of natural sciences and social sciences to complete the
Arms Control and Disarmament Handbook .

After extensive research and numerous discussions over three years,
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CDTSIC has successfully produced a comprehensive volume which covers
nearly all aspects of arms control and disarmament. This volume gives a
brief introduction to the history, the present conditions, and the prob-
lems currently plaguing global arms control and disarmament affairs. It
then examines the prospects for progress in arms control and disarmament
and the national policies and positions of the major countries involved in
global arms control affairs. In addition, our volume introduces key arms
control and disarmament terms including some of the latest and most
modern concepts. We believe that this publication will contribute to and
enhance current research and policymaking in China on arms control, dis-

armament, nonproliferation and international security.
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Foreword

Since the end of the cold war, certain progress has been made in in-
ternational arms control and disarmament affairs. Nonetheless, huge
challenges still exist. Negotiation, cooperation and exchange activities
relevant to arms control and disarmament continue to be an important as-
pect of diplomatic contests among countries. As one of the permanent
members of the United Nations Security Council which has the grave re-
sponsibility for international peace and security, China will, as always,
take an active part in negotiations on international arms control and disar-
mament issues. China will also participate in international conferences in
order to maximize its contributions to international peace and security
through the promotion of global arms control and disarmament. This
handbook has been compiled to assist Chinese efforts to actively partici-
pate in the practice of international arms control and disarmament; this
volume seeks to meet the needs of both institutions and government de-
partments conducting research on arms control and disarmament issues.

The book is divided into 13 chapters, covering such elements as:
theoretical aspects of international security and international strategy, the
organizational structure of arms control decision-making in various coun-
tries, nuclear disarmament and nuclear nonproliferation, prevention of an
arms race in outer space, prohibitions on biological and chemical
weapons, conventional weapons disarmament, confidence building mea-
sures, and the verification of disarmament treaties, etc. We strive to ap-
proach current international arms control and disarmament affairs from a
macroscopic viewpoint and emphasizing the theory and practice of arms

control and disarmament. We have attempted to make the book compre-
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hensive, precise and technical in order to address the needs of the arm-
scontrol and disarmament professional. At the same time, we tried to
make the book understandable to nonprofessionals and students alike by
providing brief and systematic explanations and by introducing complex,
technical matters in simple terms.

At the end of the handbook the reader will find a table listing the
parties to the major arms control treaties and a brief introduction to the
research organizations active in international security studies and arms
control affairs, both in China and abroad. Both indexes are in Chinese
and English. Each chapter includes a brief introduction to a particular as-
pects of arms control by describing historical issues, the present situa-
tion, the prospects for future progress and the positions of the major
countries relating to this field. After that, each section contains a great
deal of entries about various treaties and terms, in order for readers to
have a further understanding of this aspect of arms control.

The authors have attempted to be comprehensive in their selection of
entries and have sought to present readers with information on the latest
achievements in the current fields of arms control and disarmament. The
purpose of this handbook is to introduce and explain basic information and
historical facts; the emphasis is on objective information which is not
subject to comment or criticism. The title of an entry is usually a word or
phrase and is expressed in boldface type. Each entry contains the English
equivalent. If you find in the text of an entry certain words or phrases
which are marked in the form of regular script in Chinese calligraphy it
means that they are also entries. The reader can find detailed explana-
tions of these terms in other parts of the book. The foreign place names
are in accordance with the 1984 edition of the Dictionary of World Place
Names published by China Encyclopedia Publishing House. Measurement
units are in accordance with Legal Measurement Unit of PRC (1984) .

We adhere to the standards, viewpoints and methods of dialectical
materialism and historical materialism in writing this handbook. It is the

author’s intention to introduce the various fields of arms control and dis-
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armament comprehensively and objectively and to make this book as au-
thoritative, correct, novel and reliable as possible. A series of important
events in the arena of international arms control occurred just prior to
publication. To this, we have added timely updates and adjustments.

Professor Zhu Guangya, a well-known Chinese scientist, and other
prominent members of the Advisory Committee showed special concern
for the compilation of the handbook and made precious guiding sugges-
tions. Mr. Qian Jiadong, China’ s first disarmament ambassador to
Geneva, went over the manuscripts despite his busy schedule and readily
agreed to write the preface of the handbook. Leaders of China Defense
Science and Technology Information Center showed great concern to the
compilation of the book from the beginning to the end. Heartfelt thanks
go to them. In addition, in researching and writing the handbook, the
authors consulted numerous Chinese and foreign books as well as foreign
experts on arms control. We would like to express our gratitude to all of
them.

The development of the cause of disarmament relies on the interna-
tional cooperative spirit. The Ploughshares Fund and Rockefeller Foun-
dation have generously provided assistance, and many of our international
friends have given support for the publication of this handbook. Thus the
handbook has become an embodiment of the international cooperative
spirit, and we are deeply grateful to everyone who has assisted us. More
than 40 writers took part in the compilation of the handbook, and they
are experts from such fields as nuclear weapon design and construction,
chemical and biological weapons, rocket and missiles, conventional
weapons, military strategy, international relationship, and international
law. In addition, during the production process, we organized many
symposiums and solicited suggestions from different parts of the bureau-
cracy. Therefore, this handbook mirrors the overall picture of Chinese
research on arms control and disarmament. Of course, with the scope and
complexity of the subject matter of this handbook, we realize that slips

and errors are unavoidable, and we hope that both Chinese and foreign
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experts and scholars will pass along any and all suggestions and criti-

cisms.

Editorial Committee



