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Foreword: Scientific Significance of China’s Archaeological
Discoveries in the 20th Century

The twentieth century 1s a pertod when archaeol-
ogy was born, developed and became flourished in
China. From January to March, 2001, in the very be-
ginning of a new millennium, the Kaogu (Archaeo-
logy) journal, edited by the Institute of Archaeology,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, organized a
campaign to select “One Hundred Most Important Ar-
chaeological Discoveries in China in the 20th Centu-
ry. This campaign is committed to reflecting a cen-
turial history, to displaying the dazzling achievements
of Chinese archaeology in the 20th century, and to
promoting her further development. Thanks to the
enthusiastic responds and full support of archaeologists
all over China, this campaign was concluded with a
great success. The result was also well received by
other social groups in China.

Based on the suggestion of the campaign com-
mittee, the selected result has been compiled as this
book 100 Major Archaeological Discoveries in China
in the 20th Century.

The 100 discoveries, systematically recorded in
this book, were selected from thousands of archaeo-
logical discoveries in China in the 20th century. For
various reasons, some important discoveries could not
be included. These 100 discoveries are only part of the
archaeological finds in China; nevertheless they reflect
a general scenario of Chinese archaeology in the past
century. Under this circumstance, they represent the
epitome of Chinese archaeology in the 20th century.
These major archaeological discoveries had great so-
cial impact both in China and abroad, and they bear
significant scientific valus, therefore they are very
important in the history of Chinese archaeology.

The selection and publication of these 100 major

archaeological discoveries reflect the importance of

Chinese archaeology in the 20th century. Archaeology
played important role in the development of modern
academic researches in China. It greatly contributed to
the studies of the origin of humans, the origin and
formation of civilization, the development of unified
Chinese empire with multiple nationalities, and the
history of Sino-foreign cultural exchanges, and it also
played important role in the construction of the full
structures of Chinese historical science and the re-
searches into the history of natural sciences and tech-
nology, and exerted a pbtential influence in promoting
the modernization and scientization of Chinese hu-
manity and social sciences.

Chinese archaeology was very important in the
history of modern academics in China. The transition
from traditional academics to modern academics in
China happened in the late 19th century and early 20th
century. This was a special period for Chinese intel-
lectuals when they debated where China should go and
where Chinese academics should go. Under the pres-
sure of the crisis of traditional Chinese academic ap-
proaches, and with the introduction of new thought and
cultures from foreign countries, Chinese intellectuals
were motivated to change. The change was made
possible by the introduction of modern archaeology
into China, the discoveries of the oracle-bone inscrip-
tions at Yinxu, Anyang, and the finds of texts and
manuscripts at Dunhuang. The representative scholar
was Wang Guowei who combined scientific archaeol-
ogy with traditional historical researches. It is not
exaggerating to say that, without the introduction of
modern archaeology and without the archaeological
finds at Yinxu and Dunhuang, there would be no Wang

Guowei's new approach of “Double Evidences, ~ nor

the born of “New Historical Studies, =~ therefore the
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transition from traditional academics to modem aca-
demics in China would have been further postponed.
Under this circumstance, the born of “New Historical
Studies” was made possible by the archaeological dis-
coveries. The born and development of Chinese ar-
chaeology were more crucial to the Marxist historical
studies in China. The pioneer Marxist historian Guo
Moruo was a representative who applied archaeologi-
cal materials to study ancient Chinese history.

The origin of humans is regarded as one of the 10
major scientific subjects in the world today. Chinese
archaeological discoveries in the 20th century have
made important contribution to advance the research of
this issue. To the present, the majority of scholars
believe that modern humans originated in East Africa.
However, the Paleolithic archaeological excavations in
China in the 20th century challenged this orthodox
hypothesis. Paleolithic cultural remains of ca. two
million years ago were found at Renzidong in Anhui
Province, at Longgupo in Chongqing Municipality, and
at Shangnabang in Yunnan Province. These discover-
ies are breakthroughs in the history of Chinese ar-
chaeology and are also significant to the world ar-
chaeology. They are important materials to study the
appearance of humans in Asia, especially in East Asia.
The Paleolithic cultural remains of ca. one million
years ago were recovered in many places such as
Gongwangling in Lantian of Shaanxi Province and
Nihewan in Yangyuan of Hebei Province. More than
150 sites or localities of Homo erectus no later than
ca. 700,000 years BP were found in Beijing, Shan-
dong, Liaoning, Inner Mongolia, Shaanxi, Gansu,
Sichuan, Henan, Hubei, Anhui, Jiangsu, Guizhou, Hu-
nan and Guangxi. The late Paleolithic remains of
40, 000-12, 000 years ago have been found all over

China. The Paleolithic archaeological researches in
China demonstrate that, within the boundary of modern
China, there was a physical continuation from Homo
erectus to Homo sapiens, although their cultures were
different due to different regional environments. The
academic significance of these archaeological discov-
eries to the study of the origin of humans can not be
overstated.

The origin of ancient civilization and the forma-
tion of state have drawn great attention from interna-
tional academic circles. This issue is as important as
the origin of humans. Like the subject of the origin of
humans, the theories of the origin of ancient civiliza-
tion also include “singular original center model” and
“multiple original centers model. " There had been
diffusionism and independent evolutionism to interpret
the origin and formation of ancient Chinese civilization
for a long time. F. Von Richthofen of German, Joseph
de Guignes of French and James Legge of British be-
lieved that ancient Chinese were immigrated from the
West, Egypt or Turkey. Other European scholars,
through comparative research of written characters and
cultural remains, proposed that ancient Chinese civi-
lization originated from the Near East. Recently, most
scholars argue that there were different pristine civi-
lizations around the world, though they were influ-
enced by each other. Glyn Daniel, a distinguished
British archaeologist, proposed that the six major an-
cient civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, Chi-
na, Mexico and Maya were originated independently.
Henri Frankfort combined the above six ancient civi-
lizations into three: the Near Eastern, the Chinese, and
the Meso- and South American civilizations. Due to
the lack of direct historical document, the main data for

the study of the origin of ancient civilizations come




from archaeological materials. The archaeological

discoveries in China in the 20th century played a crit-
ical role in the research of the origin and formation of
ancient Chinese civilization. In the early Neolithic
period(ca. 12, 000-9, 000 BP), the cultural remains
include early pottery and polished stone tools were
recovered at the Xianrendong site in Jiangxi Province
and the Yuchanyan site in Hunan Province, and the
Nanzhuangtou site in Hebei Province. In addition, the
earliest cultivated rice in the world was found at the
former two sites. In the middle Neolithic sites, such as
Peiligang and Jiahu of Henan, Dadiwan of Gansu, ar-
chaeologists recovered remains of cultivated millet and
broomcorn millet. The domestic animals included
pigs, dogs, cattle, goats and chicken. The jade arti-
facts, white pottery and painted pottery indicated the
development of handicraft industry. The bone flutes,
ceramic phalli and inscribed turtle shells reflected the
cultural and spiritual life of the early people. The late
Neolithic cultures, represented by the Yangshao site in
Henan, the Banpo site in Shaanxi, the Dawenkou site
and the Chengziya site in Shandong, the Liangzhu site
in Zhejiang, the Majiayao site in Gansu, the Liuwan
site in Qinghai, and the Niuheliang site in Liaoning
provinces, indicated the formation of an integral cul-
tural unity with multiple provenances in China. This
unity is centered around the Central Plain, including
the Haidai area, the middle reaches of the Yangtze
River, the upper reaches of the Yellow River, the
reaches of Liao River and the Lake Tai area. A num-
ber of large city-sites and cemeteries at the southern
Shanxi and the western Henan were accord with the
living areas of the legendary “Three Emperors and Five
Kings and the core area of the Xia Dynasty. The ar-

chaeological discoveries at the Taosi site in Shanxi, the
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Wangchenggang site and the Erlitou site in Henan
greatly promoted the research of the formation of an-
cient Chinese civilization. The archaeological dis-
coveries in China in the 20th century have become the
corner stone for the researches into the 5,000 years
Chinese civilization. Archaeological materials have
demonstrated that the characteristics of the pristine
Chinese civilization are different from the civilizations
in Mediterranean area, in Meso- and South America.
Therefore, we come to understand the historical foun-
dation of the multiple modern civilizations all over the
world are the multiple ancient civilizations developed
under different natural and social contexts.

From ancient times, China has been constituted by
multiple nationalities. The Huaxia culture, consists of
cultures of many ethnic groups, was fully reflected in
the archaeological discoveries in the 20th century in
China. The cultural relationship between inland and
the peripheries was demonstrated by archaeological
discoveries at sites such as the Xiajiadian site in Inner
Mongolia, the Shang tomb at Dayangzhou in Jiangxi,
the Sanxingdui site in Sichuan, the Shizhaishan grave-
yard in Yunnan, the Loulan site, the Niya site, and the
Astana-Halahezhuo graveyard in Xinjiang, the
Koguryo graveyard in Jilin, the Longquanfu site in
Heilongjiang and the Liao period tomb in eastern Inner
Mongolia, the Western Xia period royal mausoleum in
Ningxia and the Guge Kingdom site in Tibet. Huaxia
culture developed rapidly and healthily by constantly
absorbing peripheral cultures, and eventually formed
an integral cultural unity with multiple provenances.
The archaeological discoveries in the 20th century in
China have demonstrated that Huaxia culture is the
only culture with unbroken continuation for thousands

of years all over the world, and this has become the
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spiritual foundation for the united nation with multiple
nationalities.

One of the reasons that Huaxia culture has lasted
thousands of years with great vitality is her openness.
The diffusion of Buddhist cultures into China from
south and central Asia and their mingling with tradi-
tional Chinese cultures were reflected in the archaeo-
logical discoveries at the Dunhuang Grottoes in Gan-
su, the Longmen Grottoes in Henan, the Datong Grot-
toes in Shanxi, the hoard of Buddhist statues at the
Longxing Temple in Shandong, and the pagoda foun-
dation of the Famen Temple in Shaanxi. The cultural
exchanges between ancient China and other countries
were also reflected in the archaeological discoveries at
the Northern Zhou period Anjia’s tomb in Shaanxi, the
Sui period Yuhong’s tomb in Shanxi and other minor-
ity’s tombs in the territory of China, and in the finds of
foreign coins, gold and silver wares, and glass artifacts
in China. It has proved to be true that cultural ex-
change promotes mutual development over the history
both of China and of the world. The archaeological
discoveries in the 20th century in China demonstrate
that the most prosperous periods of the Sino-foreign
cultural exchanges were also the most prosperous pe-
riods in Chinese history. The archaeological discov-
eries of the Han and the Tang dynasties demonstrate
that, during the period of these two prosperous and
powerful dynasties, cultural exchanges between China
and the contemporary world were also flourished. The
Han and Tang dynasties are known as the “Golden
Ages in ancient Chinese history.

The significance of archaeology to historical
studies has been widely acknowledged both in China
and abroad. The earlier the history, the more important

archaeology is. Because of the continuous rich ar-

chaeological discoveries of the prehistoric and pre-Qin
Dynasty pertod in the second half of the 20th century,

the editorial board of the famous Cambridge History of
China had to firstly organize the volume of Qin-Han
period to introduce ancient Chinese history. Archaeo-

logical discoveries are the fundamental basis to re-

construct Chinese prehistory. The historical studies of
the Xia and the Shang dynasties have been funda-

mentally changed by archaeological discovertes.

Many issues in the history of the Zhou, Qin, Han and
Tang dynasties, studied on the basis of written docu-
ments before, have been or need to be revised in light
of new archaeological discoveries.

The large amount of unearthed materials has en-
riched historical researches, and changed views on a
number of major historical issues. Archaeology of
ancient capital cities has provided important materials
to study ancient Chinese history. Archaeological ex-
cavations and investigations have been conducted on
most capital sites of ancient Chinese dynasties, such as
the Erlitou site of the Xia Dynasty, the city site at
Yanshi, the city site at Zhengzhou, and the Yinxu of
the Shang Dynasty in Henan Province; the Feng and
Hao capital sites of the Western Zhou Dynasty in
Shaanxi Province;Jin State capital site of Eastern Zhou
in Shanxi;Zheng and Han states capital site of Eastern
Zhou in Henan; Yan State lower capital site of the
Warring States period in Hebei; Ji'nan city site of the
Chu State of the Eastern Zhou period in Hubei;
Changan city site of the Western Han Dynasty in
Shaanxi;the Luoyang city site of the Han and the Wei
dynasties in Henan; the Yecheng city site of the Cao
Wei of the Three Kingdoms period and Northern Dy-
nasty in Hebei;the Daxing city site of Sui Dynasty and

the Chang’an city site of the Tang Dynasty in Shaanxi;
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the Luoyang city site of the Sui and the Tang dynasties
in Henan; and the Dadu city site of the Yuan Dynasty
in Beijing. The archaeological methods and theories,
initiated and developed on the principles of modern
sciences and technologies, have expanded and continue
to prompt the traditional historical studies. It is
doubtless that archaeological discoveries in China will
play essential role in the researches of Chinese history
in the future.

Science and technology are closely related with
the development of human history. The history of
science and technology has been one of the important
subjects in Chinese archaeology. The ancient Chinese
people had contributed in many aspects to human
civilizaitions, and these achievements have been partly
reflected in archaeological discoveries. So far the
earliest evidence of controlling fires by humans is
found at Zhoukoudian Locality 1. A number of dis-
coveries indicate that China is the center for the origin
of rice agriculture and millet agriculture, and is also
one of the centers for the earliest domestication of
animals. Ancient Chinese people also made great
achievements on metallurgy. The bronzes of Xia,
Shang and Zhou dynasties are the most splendid
bronze art among all ancient world civilizations. The
Tongliishan site of copper mining and melting in Hubei
Province and the Han Dynasty iron-melting site at
Nanyang in Henan Province provide evidence to study

the technological process of metallurgy in ancient
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China. Other scientific and technological achieve-
ments, such as manufacturing of porcelains, the con-
trolling of flood, and the building of magnificent ar-
chitectures, to give just a number of them, are also re-
flected in archaeological discoveries of many kiln
sites, flood-control project sites and architectural re-
mains. It is these great achievements that made mod-
ern Chinese people proud of their ancestors!
Nevertheless, the scientific significance of the
archaeological discoveries in China in the 20th century
cannot be fully covered by the above discussion. It is
not exaggerating to say that, in the past century, ar-
chaeology was one of the most active disciplines in
China. Although archaeology is still young in China, it
has become and will continue to be a distinguished
discipline. In the beginning of this new millennium,
Chinese archaeology not only will widely adopt mod-
ern scientific and technological achievements, but also
will actively interact with other social sciences. The
regional coverings of Chinese archaeology have been
extended and will continue to cover areas from inland
to frontier and from land to underwater. The chrono-
logical framework of Chinese archaeology has ac-
commodated and will continue to include periods from
Paleolithic period to the Ming Dynasty. It is doubtless
that Chinese archaeology will continue to make sig-
nificant achievements and greatly contribute to the

progression and prosperity of science and culture.

Liu Qingzhu
Director of the Institute of Archaeology, CASS
June 17, 2001
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