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FOREWORD

During recent decades, educators in several nations have di-
rected considerable attention te the objective, quantitative assess-
ment of students’ knowledge and reasoning. A useful taxony e
merged and guided the construction of examinations. Elegant
statistical analyses provided tests of the validity of test items and
examinations and served to guide decisions such as pass and
fail. Computer technology greatly facilitated both the scoring and
analysis of examinations and the development of large banks of
validated and categorized test items. The latter have been used by
« by

thase responsible for preparing examinati and

students for sell —assessment.

1 share the belief of numerous experienced educators char (i)
the curriculum serves primarily as a guide for faculty activities.
and (i) the evaluations are the primary guide to student learn-
ing. While this may be an oversimplificatioh of the complex pro-
cesses of education and learning. all of us are familiar with stu-
dents” common question, “Will this b2 on the test?” Surely to
them. the evaluation is a strong clue that directs their study and
learning behavior, It is critical, therefore, that evaluation instru-
ments be optimal. Modern evaluation technologies propel us to
that goal.

In many nations. diverse kinds of licenses and certifications
depend primarily on examinations. Society as well as the exami-
nees legitimately expect the examinations to be of quality, fair,
and suitably standardized with regard to relevance and pass —fail
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decisions. Medern evaluation technologies help to make thae ex-
pectation a reality.

This book describes the efforts of the authors to employ
modern evaluation strategies and technologies in China. Their de-
scription of objectives, difficultics, and achievements can guide
others who seek 1o improve their evaluations of their students’
knowledge and reasoning.

William D. Sawyer. M. D.
President

China Medical Board

of New York, Inc.

August, 1996
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