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The Twins Day Festival

If you visit Twinsburg, Ohio, in August, you will think that
you are seeing double. This is where the Twins Day Festival
takes place. It is the biggest gathering of twins in the world.
Every year, about 2,500 to 3,000 sets of identical twins come
to the festival. There are little babies, children, teenagers, and

adults. There are even twins who are over 90 years old.

The Twins Day Festival is like one big party. People meet
old friends and make new friends. There are competitions to see
which twins look the most alike and which twins look the least
alike. People eat hot dogs, play games, and take pictures

together.

Some twins go to the festival hoping to find love. Finding
someone to love is difficult for twins, because twins are very
close. “Being a twin is very special,” one twin said. “It’s hard
for a non-twin to understand this special relationship.” Non-
twins who marry twins often feel lonely and left out. Many
twins and non-twins who marry get divorced. Many twins

never marry because they are so happy with their twins.

At the Twins Day Festival, some twins are lucky and find
love. Doug and Phil Malm met their wives, Jill and Jena, at the
festival. Doug explains how it happened. “We first met Jena

and Jill on Friday night. Then we met them again several times
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Finishing Time

L.

on the weekend. ” The two sets of twins fell in love, and Doug
and Phil asked Jill and Jena to marry them. Doug and Phil
thought they asked, “Will you marry me?” What they really

said was, “Will you marry us?”

310 words

o = wpm
minutes P

Exercises :

Reading Comprehension
Select the answer which is most accurate according to the
information given in the passage. Circle the letter of your choice.

1. According to the first paragraph, you can conclude that some

twins will meet each other in

A. the United States B. Canada
C. Australia D. England

2. From the passage, we learn that __ twins come to the
meeting.

A. less than two thousand
B. more than three thousand
C. hundreds and thousands of
D. about two thousand five hundred to three thousand
3. According to the information of the passage, it can be inferred
that hundreds of twins hold a gathering
A. every other year B. every two years
C. once a year D. every half a year
4. From context, the phrase “left out” (Line 16) means
A. went away B. excluded

C. remained D. considered

T T T T ¥ N T T




5. From the information of the passage it can be implied that

when the twins and the non-twins get married, at last they

A. are often divorced

C. are seldom divorced

B. are never divorced

D. are never separated

6. According to the last paragraph, it is inferred that

A. the twins Dough and Jill agreed to marry each other

B. the twins Phil and Jena agreed to marry each other

C. the twins Dough and Phil don’t agree to marry Jill and Jena

D. the twins Dough and Phil and the twins Jill and Jena agreed

to marry each other

I. Word Learning

Put the letter of the appropriate definition next to each word.

festival

L
___ 2.gathering
__ 3.identical
4. teenager

5. competition

6. divorce

A.
B.
C.

exactly the same

a time of celebration

to end a marriage by law

an event in which people take part to
find who is the best at something
someone who is between thirteen
and nineteen years old

a meeting of people for a particular

purpose

. Guess Meaning from Context

Circle the words in each of the following sentences that give

clues to the meaning of the underlined vocabulary word. Then

circle the letter of the word that gives the correct meaning of the

item.



. Before the 19™ century, families usually arranged marriages
for their children. Young people.did nat decide who(m) they
want to.
marriages : A. gathering B. wedding C. party
“What’s the matter?” I asked. But she was not able to
answer. “A piece of meat must be stuck in her throat. ” I said
to Dad.
stuck:A. stored B. spoiled ‘C. choked
. My brother-and his wifeicame from Texas with their little girl.
I was glad to see my three-year-old niece for the first time.
niece:A. a daughter of one’s brother or sister
B. a daughter of one’s uncle
C. a daughter of one’s colleague
. My aunt and uncle were planning & big barbecue for Saturday.
More than thirty relatives were coming.
barbecue: A. a social gathering especially in the open air at
which barbecued food is eaten
B. a place ‘usually in the country for recreation
C. two or more slices of bread having a filling in
between

relatives : A. members of a party

B. members of an organization

C. members of one’s -family
. The reunion was at the home of my Aunt Mary and Uncle
John. Aunt Mary is my mother’s sister. At 17, 1 am her
youngest nephew. This was a reunion of my mother’s family.
reunion:A. a formal party |

B. a reuniting of persons after separation .
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