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A Brief Introduction

Lu Jiuyuan was a thinker and educator of Southern
Song Dynasty. As a man of strong sense of responsibili-
ty and profound philosophical insight s he was the first to
discover the potential disorder and latent dogmatism in
neo-Confucianism which advocated the application objec-
tive truth in the cultivation of human nature. Alterna-
tively, he proposed to reach Universal Truth from the
mind. Therefore, he prepared a necessary transition for
neo-Confucianism to develop from Zhu Xi’s theory to
Wang Yangming’s theory. Centering on the neo-Confu-
cianist idea of unity between the universe and man, this
book attempts to make a comprehensive study of Lu
Jiuyuan’s life and academic theories. In its systematic
examination of the cultural historical importance and the
moralistic spirit of Lu’s philosophy of the mind, the au-
thor has adopted model theory in algebraic logic, topo-
logical method in modern mathematics, and reductive
analysis in existential phenomenology. Through a
macroscopic evaluation of Zhu Xi’ theory, Lu Jiuyuan’s
theory and Wang Yangming’s theory, the book has
made a comparative study of neo-Confucianism and the
philosophy of the mind in terms of their spirit of the

time and cultural characteristics.
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