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Tao Yuan-ming's Thought and Its Relation
to the ‘¢Pure Talk’’(PhilosophicWit)

of Mediaeval China

By Yin k’e Chren B’

- The great poet Tao Yuan-ming(365>—42TA,D,)
was also a great thinker, for he had created a
new theory of ¢‘living according to Nature ” His
theory was a reconciliation of and an improvement
upon (i) the previous romantic but truthful Natur-
alists of the s‘Pure Talk’’ j§ak (Philosophic Wit)
who had defied convention end refused co-operation
with the new usurping regime, and (ii) the hypo-
eritical and worldly Confucianists who had served
the reigning dynasty and govermment in the name
of morality but really for profit and success,
Again, Tao Yuan.ming,unlike those previous Nat-
uralists, did not advise us how to prolong our phy-
sical existence; but he taught us to throw our
spirit into the great cosmic stream,to be one with
Nature, to live bravely and contentec neither
bound to a life of the body, nor in conflict with

the Cenfucian moral standards, And, as his family
hag long been Taoists of the ¢¢Religion of the
Divine Teacher’’ Kfifik. Tao Yuar-Ming would
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never give up his ancestral faith: so he had never
been converted to Buddhism, and, -though seeming]y
a Confucian, he, remamed at heart a Taoist of that
p2euliar sect all his life, He had thus really anti-
e,pzted ‘the work of those Reformed or the New
Tao1sts who borrowed ideas from the Zen Buddhlsts

7<) to improve angd reWgorate thair own rehgmn
in the 12th century_d
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