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Capsule Summary of the Book

Summing —up the achievements in teseatches by different schools
for the past 90 years, the author of this book , elaborates, in two parts,
the earliest Chinese characters with fairly comprehensive system o
racle bone inscriptions.

Part I deals with the basic theory of the inscriptions; from their un-
earthing, discovery and great significance to the fundamental principles
of compiling the printed oracle bone plates into books, studying and
making up bone plates, boring and drilling the plates for divination, the
positions of inscribing characters, the methods of teading, the classifica-
tion, the content, the division of periods, and the handwriting of the in-
scriptions, etc. In addition, 108 printed original bone plates and diagrams
are enclosed in the book. All this will help the readers improve their ba-
sic skill of distinguishing on their own the printed bone plates and tor-
toiseshells so as to attain the purpose of complete mastery and applica-
tion of oracle bone inscriptions.

Part IT covers the brief explanations of the forms, pronunciations
and meanings of 1056 recognizable oracle bone inscriptions. In order to
achieve authenticity and exactness, the forms of the inscriptions are
traced out according to the original sizes of the printed bone plates. The
phonetic transcritions of modern Chinese characters are adopted for the
pronunciation of the inscritions, with notations of the initial consonants
and vowels of ancient sounds. The explanations proceed from the analy-
ses of the structures and forms of the inscriptions to the explorations of
the original meanings, making quotations from A Dictionary for Explaining
Chinese Characters (compiled by Xu Shen). The meaning of each inscrip-
tion is explained item by item, with illustrative sentences from the oracle
bone inscriptions. Part I is arranged in 14 volumes according to radicals
of the Chinese characters like the above dictionary. Index of Strokes of
Chinese Characters and Index of the Phometic Transcriptions of Chinese Chardc-
lers are attached to this part.

The characteristics of the book are as- follows: of ‘the same type of
books, the style and layout of this book are new and original, and the
content very rich. While expounding the basic theory of oracle bone in-
scriptions, the author provides the readers with the directly applicable
individual characters of the inscriptions. Hence the 'very practical value
in the study of Chinese characters and in the researches in Sinology.
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