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Should the Recommendation

System Be Kept?
RN IZRNIX ™G 7

The recommendation aomission system in prectice in Ching has
S two sides ke & coln. Then shoukl /t be keot or canceled? Let's
dsten Yo the voce of the pecole with dirferent Kentites.

The recommendation admission system is a byproduct of the
college entrance examination system. Over the past 20 vears, the

system has benefited a large number of senior middle school
l ho l A tain field ng 1

However, some people with u/terior ($1#4 A« $5) motives have taken

advantage of the system. China Youth Daily published a series of
reports last August exposing a case in Hunan Province that involved




students seeking recommendation qudlifications through fraud and
deception. Those reports aroused a strong response from society
and led to heated debates over whether the recommendation
system should be retained.

This past February, the Ministry of Education stipulated that
universities and colleges throughout the country will enroll no more
than 5,000 recommended students this year. According to the
Ministry, only senior middle school graduates of the present year who
reach one of the four set standards can be recommended. The four
standards are: 1) provincial-level outstanding students; 2) medallists
at national Olympic contests for various courses; 3) outstanding
graduates of national experimental science classes; and 4)
outstanding graduates of the 13 foreign languages schools throughout
the country. In addition, the Inferim (% & #4) Provisions for Public
Security Universities to Enroll Recommended Children of Martyrs (21
+) of the Public Security Department® will continue to be valid,

“The recommendation system should not be completely denied.”

—Liu Pengzhi, Headmaster of the Middle School Attached to the
People’s University of China

The current college entrance examination system certainly has
constrained the development of students' potential to a certain
extent. In the 21st century, China needs the most advanced
professionals in all fields. In the meantime, through teaching we
also have learned of the variety of students’ potential. If we can
intentionally develop students’ potential as early as their childhood
and give them enough room for self-development, today's children
hopefully can become leading experts in their fields in the future.
| However, the current college entrance examination system tests
just a limited range of knowledge and a few abilities. Under the

pressure of the college entrance exomination, middle school

8 O Interim Provisions for Public Security Universities to Enroll Recommended Children of

Martyrs of the Public Security Department: A% k¥4 X ARA R FLHY

GEES
2




students have to curd ($#13) abilities and interests that are not &%

| | 1 | | | | t | |

established study contents.”! This benefits neither the individuals

nor the State. For instance, some students have outstanding ability
in terms of innovation, computers, organization, IecTuring or literary
creation, which are beneficial to social progress but cannot be
tested under the current college entrance examination system.
Though the State has implemented some special policies for
students with prominent strong points in arts, sports and science
and technology, the related requirements are very strict. I propose

further relaxation and more preferential (4 4 $7) policies.

Otherwise, what our educational system will produce will be just
batch after batch of ® students with uniform thoughts and skills, !

Attempting to evaluate students through one exam is ancther
disedvantage of the current college entrance examination system.
Such appraisal can hardly be accurate, not only because of how a
student performs on any given day but also what is tested.

“The recommendation system needs reform.”

—Deputy Director of the Examination Center of the Ministry of
Education

We began to carry out examinations of recommended students’
comprehensive abilities on a pilot basis in Shanghai Municipality and
Hubei, Hebei, Heilongjiang and Sichuan provinces in 1998. The exam,
which was required 1o be completed in 150 minutes, covered eight of
the nine compulsory courses for senior middle school students,
except English. Prior to the exam, we determined what would be
tested, including basic knowledge and concepts, basic skills,
imagination and the awareness of the coordinated development of
science and society. Unlike earlier exams, which generally involved

| inal ot hi ¢ Lon 1 .

Q@ batch after batch of: alotof —3tt X —4M



awareness of coordinated development of hutman beings, nature and
society.™ Neither the exam nor the test papers were designed
separately for science or arts majors. Also, except for Chinese and
mathematics that had special test questions, knowledge of other
courses was reflected in comprehersive multiple-choice questions.
More than 2,200 students passed the exam in 1998, even though
they had no advance direction for preparations. The social response
also was encouraging. This year, the exam was expanded to the more
than 20,000 recommended students all over the country and also
achieved satisfactory results. Although students taking part in the
exam accounted for only 0.69 percent of this year's senior middle
school graduates, we believe the exam has provided valuable
experiences for reference.

“The suspension of the recommendation system for liberal arts
students will be a heavy blow® to those who have ambition and talent for
literature.”

— Yang Zhe, a Beijing Middle School Student

I was participating in the Third Bud Cup New Concept
Composition Contest® in Shanghai when I heard the news that
the system was canceled for liberal arts students. I won the top
prize at the second contest. My goal in joining the contest was
very simple: to be recommended for admission to colleges or
universities. I believe all the participants who traveled thousands
of miles at their own expense also had this purpose, but now we are
= told there will be no recommendations for admission this year. Why
is the recommendation system canceled for liberal arts students
but not for others? Indeed, the recommendation system has its
disadvantages. Last year, 17 students were found to have resorted
to bribery for their recommendations. The newspaper that ran this
. story became famous for it. But I wonder whether the result of the
report has been considered. Some students cheated to qualify for

@ aheavy blow: JETik
@ Third Bud Cup New Concept Composition Contest: 5= BEW T SIEX TR
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recommendation, but not all the recommended students did so.
Should the recommendation system be reformed to absorb talented
students or to prevent some people from doing a stupid thing? It
seems the goal is the latter.

The entrance examination for colleges and universities is an 3

ordeal (7 9% £8:). Hard work, instead of talent, is needed to
succeed. The examination in some way hurts the creativity that
ensures the nation's existence and prosperity. Stereotyped answers
don't permit the expression of individual opinions. How couid anyone

claim this kind of examination promotes quality education? We i

should have other means of judging talented students. Examinations
for specialty students can prove their talents. There are 20,000
students participating in the New Concept Composition Contest. It
is a fair competition. If you think the contest is not authoritative
enough, you can create an authoritative examination. Actually,
students specializing in science can be recommended. Isn't this a
case of valuing science above liberal arts? When will society show
more consideration for liberal arts students? Most liberal arts
students made their choice because of their poor skills in
mathematics, while those who have a real interest in art are being
elbowed out in various aspects.

I am from Beijing, so it is easy for me to go to university. But
students from other places have to fight hard for a place in a key
university. I am writing this mostly for their sake. I saw them at the
composition contest. They really have talent but they hardly have
any opportunity to leave their native counties and provinces for
colleges or universities. The decision to halt the recommendation
system will bury them in their backward hometowns. A future
literary giant among them is now deserted by society. When people
ambitious young people struggling amidst gloomy prospects®! The
17-year-old Han Han has talent in literature, but cannot get a
university education. We are forced to follow suit®. When all our

@ follow suit: do the same thing that someone else has just done FREFTHF




writers lack a university education, our literature will be hopeless,

“Isn’t creativity to be recommended?”

—Deng Jiangxiu, a China Youth Daily Reporter

I think what Yang Zhe said only testifies to scme high school
students’ dependence on the recommendation system.

First, we will talk about what real creativity is. In Yang's opinion,
several pieces of “new concept composition” and published books can
represent creativity. Actually, he doesn't know that real creativity
isn't as simple as that. It is a kind of quality and performance, which
should be based on a comprehensive and solid understanding of basic
knowledge. For senicr middle school students, the most important
and fundamental task is to master all subjects, lay a good
foundation for later university study and be able to solve basic
problems with what they have learned.

Apparently, we cannot recommend a certain student for
admission to college or university merely for his achievement in
some composition or publication. There are lots of children who can
write good compositions at three or five and write a baok at seven
or eight. Perhaps they have no other knowledge or ability except for
organizing characters. Should we recommend them for that single
skill> Yang Zhe admitted that the reason for participating in the
composition contest was to get a recommendation. It is obvious that
they regarded the composition as another entrance examination for
colleges and universities. But it is clear that this "examination” is
neither comprehensive nor scientific.

According to this student, the entrance examination is just a
hard struggle that makes no consideration for talent. Middle school
students should first be aware that the examination, as China's
besic enroliment system for talent, is established and has existed
for many years. It must have certain merits. First, the examination
comprehensively tests students’ understanding of basic knowledge
in the middle school phase, and determines whether he or she has
the basic ability for university study. Second, Chind's national
¢ conditions put a limit on the number who can enroll. Hence, only a
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