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An Introduction to Chinese Porcelain

Known throughout the world for the wide
selection of excellent pieces, China is an
porcelain-producing country with a long
history. The difference in the porcelain clay,
the ingredients of glaze and the fire
temperature bring about the various kinds of
porcelain such as blue porcelain, whtie
porcelain, black porcelain, red porcelain,
yellow  porcelain, underglaze  colored
porcelain and glaze-ground colored porcelain.
Blue porcelain is the first kind of porcelain
produced without interruption in China.
Blue porcelain, counting the Shang primitive
porcelain, has a long history of over 3500
years. With the improvement in its quality,
the well-known kilns and articles appeared
one after another for centuries. At the late
stage of the Eastern Han, blue porcelain was
really mature. Up to the Northern and
Southern Dynasties the porcelain was
basically Southern blue porcelain produced
mainly in Shangyu, Zhejiang. During the
Tang Southern blue porcelain reached a new
peak. The porcelain, mainly produced in
Ningshao Plain, was called Yueyac blue
porcelain, In special “Mise Ci”, the articles
of tributes, produced in Shanglin Lake of
Cixi, were the best blue porcelain products.
During the middle of the Northern Song,
Yueyao was gradually declining. Northern
blue porcelain eventually took the place of
Southern porcelain. The carved Yaozhou
celadon, produced in Yaozhou, Tongchuan,
Shaanxi, became the models of Chinese blue
porcelain. Because most of fine porcelain
products, produced by Ruyao, Guanyao,
Geyao and Junyao, were for the use of the
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emperor, there are few extant products of
these areas today. It was during the Southern
Song that Southern blue porcelain revived.
Longquan celadon and Jingdezhen blue-and-
white porcelain became the representatives
of Southern blue porcelain. Longquan
celadon, covered in the perfect glaze, won
praise from the masses. During the Yuan
Longquan became an important porcelain-
producing city. Song blue-and-white
porcelain products of Jingdezhen, described
as being “white as jade”, had characteristic
styles.

The process of making white glazed products
is to mould a figure in clay with low iron
content, then cover the model in a
translucent glaze and fire it in high
temperature. Some pieces of early white
porcelain were unearthed from the Eastern
Han grave in Changsha, however, the real
time to produce white porcelain was late
Northern Dynasties, and then white glazed
products were really mature during the Sui.
In the Tang Dynasty both the rich and the
poor were able to afford Xingyac white
porcelain products, which were produced in
Neigiu and Lincheng, Hebei. The Tang
porcelain industry was described as being
“white porcelain in the North and blue
porcelain in the South”. Dingyao was the
most famous place to produce white
porcelain during the Song. At that time the
main white-porcelain-producing center was
Quyang, Hebei. In the reign of Congbai,
Yuan, the government specially produced
blue-and-white porcelain in Jingdezhen. It
was during the Ming that white porcelain
also reached the peak. During the reign of
Yongle Jingdezhen white porcelain products
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were celebrated for the translucent ivory-
white glaze. Dehua blanc-de-chine products,
which were well known for their mould-
making, had a good sale in Europe.

The rule of making black glazed products is
only to add iron in the glaze. Early black
porcelains were produced with blue
porcelains in the same oven. In the Northern
and Southern Dynasties the most famous
black-porcelain-producing center was
Deqgingyao of Zhejiang in the South. During
the Tang, Yaozhou black glazed products
were unique and unsophisticated. In the Song
the large black glazed teacups were popular
throughout the country, and then some
special kilns such as Jianyao of Fujian and
Jizhouyao of jiangxi appeared.

Choosing different kinds of glaze and
regulating the oven temperature may bring
about the porcelain of all colors. High fired
colored glaze was initially produced in
Jingdezhen during the Yuan. In high
temperature, the red glazes such as
peachbloom, unusual red glaze and copper-
red, are produced by using a trace copper as
coloring agent. If the glazes contain cobalt,
under the favorable temperature bright biue
porcelain products may be fired During the
process of making low fired colored glazes,
lead is used as the main solvent, and the
elements such as iron, copper, cobalt,
manganese and antimony are added in the
solvent. The suitable temperature control
will also help to get a wide selection of low
fired colored glazes such as “Imperial
Yellow”, celadon glaze, iron-red decoration
and turquoise glaze.

When to glaze porcelain may bring about
underglaze colored porcelain and glaze-
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ground colored porcelain. The process of
making underglaze colored porcelain is to
paint on the mould at first, then glaze it,
finally fire it. The piece of underglaze colored
porcelain discovered earliest was a blue
brown pot with lid. It was Changsha of the
Tang that began to produce underglaze
colored porcelain on a large scale. During
the Song Ci County in Hebei became the
center of colored porcelain. Jingdezhen blue-
and-white porcelain, appearing in the late
Yuan, was in its glory during the Ming. The
requirements of temperature control for
Jingdezhen copper-red, which was initially
produced in the Yuan Dynasty, are much
stricter than that for blue-and-white
porcelain, Hence the completed copper-red
becomes the porcelain treasure. The process
of making glaze-ground colored porcelain is
very complicated. The glazed and fired
porcelain product is decorated with colored
drawings. Then 1t is fired in the oven again.
The completed piece has a raised touch. Song
enamel-decorated porcelain products,
produced firstly in Dingyao of Hebei, were
the earliest pieces of glaze-ground colored
porcelain. The charming doucai porcelain,
gorgeous famille verte porcelain, elegant
green-and-aubergine porcelain and mild
famille rose porcelain are all excellent works
of colored porcelain.
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Proto-celadon beaker vase (Shang)
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2 RIGEER

& E
Proto-celadon
he-vassel (Warring
States period)

3 HRE KX
Celadon guan-vase
(Eastern Han)
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4 BRI EE AT
Celadon candle stand
in bear shape (Western Jin)

5 BRhEMKER
=B
Celadon coupe

in frog shape
(Three Kingdoms)
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6 BHET AE
Celadon chamber pot
(Western Jin)

T BRI ERY R
M

Carved celadon jar
(Southern Dynasties)
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8 BMBHFLEE FE

Celadon candle stand with decoration in brown (Eastern Jin)
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9 HRAVRBELE AL

Celadon guan-vase with human figures design (Western Jin)




