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A historic view of Changsha

On May Day this year, the Wuyi Square in the center of Changsha was
open to public. During the 7-day vacation period, it attracted over a million
visitors, partly thanks to the trees, flowers, totem pillars and fountains which
exhibit elegant demeanor of a modern city. However, according to those
familiar with the past, Changsha's grace can be attributed to the age-old
splendid history and culture on the fertile soil.

Situated in Changliu basin where Xiang River and Liuyang River converge,
Changsha borders Heng Mountain on the south, Dongting Lake on the north,
Yuelu Mountain on the west and Liuyang on the east. With Xiang River
passing through, Changsha enjoys an incredible natural environment. Old
stones made 200,000 years ago, evidence of the earliest human activities in
Changsha, were discovered in Yong'an, Liuyang 15 kilometers east of
Changsha. Also unearthed at the site of Nantuo 20 kilometers south of the
city are earthenware of colorful phoenixes and sun patterns which display a
fairly high level of primitive culture. Within the decades, many exquisite
potteries of Shang and Zhou Dynasties were discovered in Ningxiang. The
4-sheep Squarc Vessel, Human-faced Cooking Vessel and Large Bronze
Mirror have been classified as state treasures. Yet, these bronze wares are
still myths in ancient Chinese culture.

The name of Changsha originated in West Zhou Dynasty 3,000 years ago.
According to a historical book called Yizhou Book, when King Zhou Cheng
entertained his dukes and officials, Changhsha turtles were among the
offerings. There are several stories concerning the origin of Changsha. The
most common one is on the configurations of stars. Since Changsha is a sub-
star in the 28 ancient constellations. Today's area of Changsha is an equivalent
of Changsha star. That's why Changsha is also called Xing(Star) Sha or
Xing City. The ancient city of Changsha came into being in the periods of
Spring and Autumn as well as Warring States. Changsha used to be an
important city in the southern Chu Kingdom. The local people unearthed
over 4,000 tombs of Chu Kingdom.as well as silk books, silk paintings,

brushes, bronze mirror, weapons and lacquerwares. The culture of Chu
Kingdom is an important component of the ancient civilization of the Chinese
nation. In West Han Dynasty, Changsha became the capital of Changsha
Kingdom. By excavating the tombs of Ma Wang Dui and Hexi King's families,
the archaeologists found the royal burial system of Huang Chang Ti Cou
and numerous documents written on the wood and silk. All these have proved
that Changsha had occupied an extraordinary position at that time. In the
period of Three Kingdoms, Wu Kingdom and Shu Kingdom competed
fiercely for the control of this city. The bamboo slips used for writing, which
were unearthed at Zouma Tower of Wuyi Square, showed that Wu Kingdom
administered Changsha.

Tongguan Kiln of the Tang Dynasty in Changsha made great contribution
on the prosperity of social economy in the peak time of Tang Dynasty. The
invention of porcelains with underglaze colors serves as the milestone of the
development history of the Chinese porcelains. The moulding and decorations
of the porcelains from Changsha Kiln showed that the producers at that time
had a strong awareness of commodity economy. That's why their products
were sold as far as Eastern Africa and West Asia. When Changsha was the
capital city of the ancient Chu, Mawang Street, Xiao Ying Zhou and Kaifou
Temple was built. Up to Song Dynasty, Changsha's basic layout came into
being with Chengnan Road in the south, Xiangchun Road in the north, Longfu
Mountain to the east and Xiang River to the west. The historians found that
the business in the street of Changsha was brisk.The most important event
of urban construction in Song Dynasty was the rise of the academy. Well-
known names such as Zhangshi and Zhuxi gave lectures in Southern
Changsha and Yuelu Academy respectively.

The walls of Changsha was built of the earth within nearly 2,000 years
from the Warring States to the Yuan Dynasty. In 1377, bricks and stones
were used for construction and 9 gates established. Changsha used to be the
seat of Changsha King of Ming Dynasty. The king's palace was a wonder in




the urban development history of Changsha. Built in the same style as the
forbidden city, the king's palace covers 70% to 80 % of the total area of
Changsha. The eastern archway, western archway, octagonal pavilion and
Souma Tower all belong to the king's buildings while Wuyi Square today
used to be the center of Changsha King's palace. In the late Ming Dynasty
and early Qing Dynasty, the war almost leveled the whole city of Changsha
to ground. After more than 100 years of peace, Changsha regained its former
urban development level in Jiaging Period of Qing Dynasty.

At the end of 19th century, bulb, telephone and telegram appeared in
Changsha and Changsha started to become modernized. When Hunan
Shancheng Machine-Building Company, the 1st private machinery enterprise,
began to generate power in 1897, electricity can not be accepted by the
local people. Next year Tan Sitong wrote an article on the benefits of the
bulbs. From then on the lighting equipment began to be used more. In 1904,
the Contract of Port Opening and Concession came into force. Foreign
products and capital came into Changsha in due course. The number of foreign
firms in Changsha reached 75 in 1924. The urban development in Changsha
started with the demolition of the walls surrounding the city. In 1924, except
the Tianxinge Section, all the ancient walls in Changsha were demolished.
By building the ring road, Zhongsha Road, Huangxing Road, Cai'E Road,
Changsha took a thriving outlook. On November 12, 1938, the KMT pursued
a policy of "fighting against the Japanese invaders with scorched earth"and
deliberately burned the whole city. As a result, Tianxin Pavilion, Dingwang
Terrace and the Former Residence of Jiayi were destroyed. The big fire was
recorded as the Wenxi Fire. After the victory of the War of Resistance against
the Japanese Aggression, most of the buildings were restored to its original
form. Yet the slums could be found everywhere in Changsha at that time.

Changsha is among the first group of historical and cultural city in China.
As a revolutionary cradle, a large number of revolutionaries such as Tan
Sitong, Huangxin and Cai'E were born or grew up here. Mao Zedong, Liu

Shaoqi and the other distinguished proletarian revolutionaries had conducted
their revolutionary activities in Changsha. Changsha boasts of over 20 first-
class patriotic educational spots, 7 of which are selected as national- level
ones. Changsha has an unparalleled past with its unique cultural heritages
and the unremitting efforts of the local people to strive for the better. Their
commitment and innovation will make Changsha in future a more prosperous
cultural city.

Edited by Changsha Museum, this photo album tells a real story of the
past Changsha. History can serve as a guidance for the present and the future.
If the people in Changsha cherish their happy lives today and continue to
work hard, then Changsha will have a much better tomorrow.

-

-

Mayor of Changsha:Tan zhongchi
July 2001
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As the most important city in the Valley of Xiang River throughout the history,
Changsha boasts of incredible landscapes. To its west and southeast are the towering
Yuelu Mountains and Tianxin Pavilion. The tangerine islet lies in the Xiang River
which runs through Changsha while the zigzagging Linyang River flows across its
suburban areas. The crisscrossing streets and thoroughfares, traditional civilian
architectures with distinctive southern Chinais construction style as well as the
government offices,. temples, gardens and historical sites dotted everywhere make
Changsha a historical and cultural metropolis with simple but majestic demeanor

despite the fact that Changsha was once damaged devastatingly by the i Wenxi Firef.

An old city with the Xiang
River flowing through
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South Lake Port along the
Xiang River with numerous
boats
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Tianxin Pavilion, located in the southeastern part of Changsha, is a symbol of Changsha for its
magnificence of ancient construction style.
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Dramatic changes occurred
in Changsha at the turn of
the 20th century.
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A full view of Changsha in late
| Qing Dynasty
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The distant view of Ju Islet, one of 8 most
famous scenic spots in Hunan
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The Xiang River flowing slowly
through the west of Changsha.




304ERATKITHIX
The city proper of
Changsha in the 1030s

40 A RATKIDTIX
The city proper of
Changsha in the 1940s
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In July 1904, Changsha was opened as one of 80 trade ports nationwide. The
imperialists were granted many privileges in Changsha by means of the unequal
treaty. Controlling Changsha Customs, establishing their consulates and operating
river transportation services, they started to plunder the resources in Hunan. The
Changsha Telegraph Branch Bureau, founded in April 1897 by the business people
and supervised by the government, made Changsha more accessible to the outside
world. The port opening and booming postal businesses also accelerated the
modernization drive in this 1000-year-old city. Thus, Changsha entered into a new

stage of development.

Opnening of the ports in the
late Qing Dynasty
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The pier built by a Japanese
shipping company at Xiao Xi
Men in 1904
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A well-equipped ship at a pier
on the Xiang River
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The office of a Japanese
Steamer Company in
Changsha
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The British Consulate built
in 1911
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