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LESSON ONE Part |

LEARNING A LANGUAGE

In schools/ all over the worid] boys and girls) are
learning foreign languages.!! Everybody knows his own
language,/ but/ another one/ is very useful,/ especially
when we travel/ to other countries.// If we go to France,/
we ought to be able/ to speak French,/ and in Germany/ s
people will expect us/ to understand German.//

How many languages| are there] in the world?)| There
are about fifteen hundred,/ but many of them/ are not
very important./| English is one of the most important/
because so many people/ use it,/ not only in England/ and 10
the U. S. A.,/ but in other parts of the world./] About
200,000,000 (two hundred million)/ speak it/ as their own
language,/ and another 200,000,000/ use it/ as a second
language./| It is difficult f0 say/ how many people are
learning it.// Many millions/ of schoolboys and schoolgirls/ 1s
are trying to do so.//

English children study French,/ which is also a very
important language.// An Englishman/ can usually find
someone/ in almost all parts/ of the world/who is able/ to
talk to him/ in either English! or French.// 2

Which is the best way/ to learn a language?/] We
should remember/ that we all learnt/ our own language
well/ when we were children./| If we could learn a second
language/ in the same way,/ it would not seem so difficult./}



Z

Think of/ what a small child does.]] It listeas to/ what
poeple say,’ and it tries to imitate/ what it hears./ When
it wants sometming,/ it has to esk for it.)/ It is using the
language,/ talking in it/ and thinking in it] all the time.}/
If people had to use a second language/ all the time,]/
they would learn it quickly.f/

It is important to remember,/ also,/ that we learn our
own language/ by hearing people speak it,/ not by seeing
what they write.]] We imitate what we hear.// Inschool,/

10 although you learn to read and write/ as well as to hear
and speak,/ it is best to learn/ all new words/} through the
ear./| You can read them,/ spell them.’ and write them/
later. /|

A man/ who stuttered) once went to a shop/ where
15 they sold birds./| He wanted to buy a parrot,] a bird
which we can teach to speak.| He said to the shop-
keeper: /| “Have you g-g-got a p-p-parrot/ that can t-t-talk
English?”)/ v
“Yes, sir,®/ answered the shopkeeper./] “Here’s a fine
%o green one/ that will understand everything/ you say to
it}
So/ the man bought it.// But & few days later/he took
it back/ to the shop.//
“This b-b-bird/ can’t t-t-talk”/ he complained.]] “It
2z can only st-t-tutter.”//

Even a parrot learns to say/ just what it hears./|

by E. V. Gatenby



