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Three Marvellous' Things

A long time ago there lived in Rome’ an
old man and his three sons.

One day the old man called his sons to
his bedside'. He said, “I am a very old man
and I shall not live much longer'. I have

1. marvellous ['ma:viles] adj. ZFEH, A A BILAT,

2. Rome n. B UL4), - 3. called his sons to his
- bedside. By JLF{IMIF(RM, Dbedside n. K,

4. 1 shall not live much longer. WIEFEAT. -
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three marvellous things and before I die, 1
shall give one marvellous thing to my eldest
son, one marvellous thing to my second son
and one marvellous thing to my youngest
son.”
The three sons were very surprised. They
said, “Where do you keep these marvellous
things? We have not seen them.” “Look under
the bed,” said the old man, “and you will
find a wooden box.” The sons looked under
the bed and found the wooden box. “Here is
the key,'" said the old man. “Unlock? the
box and take out what you find inside it.”
The sons unlocked the box and took out an
old hat, a ragged purse’ and a broken horn®.

“What marvellous things are these!*” said
the sons.

The old man took the old hat and gave it
to his eldest son. The eldest son said, “What

1. Here is the key £AR¢FE XL, 2. unlock ['an'lok] vt
T4, 3. a ragged purse — A HEEkHE, ragged ['raegid]
adj. R, 4. a broken horn —AR2 /&, horn n.
CERsHm SR, 5. What marvellous things are these!
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can I do with this old hat?* It is not good
enough to put on my head when I go to the

fields to scare the birds.?”
“You do not understand,” said the old

man, “This is a magic® hat and when you are
wearing it, no one will be able to see you.
You will be invisible.*”

“If this is true, then it is indeed a marvel-
lous thing,” said the eldest son.

Then the old man took the ragged purse
and gave it to his second son. The second
son said, “What can I do with this ragged
purse? It is not good enough to hold what
little money I have®.”

“You do not understand,” said the old
man. “This is a magic purse. Every time you
open it, you will find a scudo®.”

1. What can I do with this old hat? REXTHIBETFEEE

AR 2. It is not ... the birds. K& B IIF
Ui GBI, 3. magic ['meedzik] adj. HEH
f, 4. You will be invisible, B AZSEF WM, invisible
[in'vizebl] adj. FARH, 5. what little money I
have #{UH I ALk, 6. scudo ['sku:dou] n. (EH¥

scudi) BAFHERTA,



“If this is true, then it is indeed a mar-
vellous thing,” said the second son.

Then the old man took the broken horn and
gave it to his youngest son. The youngest
son said, “What can I do with this broken
horn? I cannot play tunes with this,!”

“You do not understaﬁd,” said the old
man. “This is a magic horn. Whenever you
blow it your wish will be granted.z’:

“If this is true, then it is indeed a mar-

1. T cannot play tunes with this. X4 (£4) RKAREAS
RILk. tune [tju:n] = #i, B ¥, 2. Whenever you

“ blow ... will be granted. LIS H AR E%RE, HHRHERS
BElmE, grant [gra:nt] of. #455; RE,
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vellous thing,” said the youngest son.

Not long after this, the second son was
walking by the gdtes of the Royal palace'
when he met the Queen’s waiting-maid carry-
ing a heavy mirror®. The Queen’s waiting-
maid said to the second son, “Will you please
carry this mirror to the Queen’s room? It is

"too heavy for me and I am afraid 1 shall

drop it%.”

So the second son took the mirror from
the Queen’s waiting-maid and carried it to
the Queen’s room. But just as the waiting-

‘maid opened the door, the Queen’s cat‘ ran

out. The second son fell over the cat’ and
the mirror broke into a thousand pieces. '

The Queen was very angry with the second
son. She said, “You are a clumsy fellow.*
I paid fifty scudi for that mirror and now I

1. Royal palace 8%, ¥ &, - royal ['risl] adj. 2,
R, TEPN, 2. he met .. carrying a heavy mirror fi
BLEBEH MR RE-BRLENET. 3. I am afraid
I shall drop it RELLETE, 4, cat n. I, 5. fell
over the cat LW T, 6. You are a clumsy fellow.
FHEBASNT, clumsy ['klamzi] adj. i, fellow
['felou] . (OiB) Ktk MkF.

-
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shall have to buy another.”

“Oh, do not worry about that,” said the
second son. “I can easily give you one hund-
red scudi to buy a better mirror than that
one.” -

“] see that you are stupid as well as
clumsy',” said the Queen. “Where can a shabby
fellow like you? find one hundred scudi?”

“You shall see!®” s;id the second son.

The second son went home and took out
his marvellous purse. He opened the purse
one hundred times and each time he opened
it, he took out one scudo. _

Then he picked up the purse and the
scudi and went back to the palace.

The Queen was very surprised when she
saw the scudi. She said, “Where did a shabby
fellow like you find one . hundred scudi?”

.“That was easy,” said the second son. “My

father gave me a marvellous purse. Every

1. you are stupid as well as clumsy {RRAZHEM, as
well as BRecero S5 oo vee 2. a ghab?iy fellow like you
SURE RIS /N T, shabby ['f&bi] adj. REEEN,

3. You shall see! {Ri e,
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time I open it, I find one scudo.”

“I shall believe that when I see it,” said
the Queen. So the second son took out the
purse and showed the Queen what happened
when he opened it.

When the Queen knew that this was in-
deed a marvellous purse, she snatched' it from
the boy’s hand.

Then she called the soldiers of the guard?®
and_cried, “This shabby fellow is trying_ to
rob® me.”

1. snatch [sreet]) ot % M, 2. the soldiers of
the guard JPARYLE, 3. rob of. i

’-70
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The soldiers of the guard gave the boy a
good beating and chased him out of - the
palace'.

The second son was very angry. He went
to his elder brother and said, “Will you
please let me have your marvellous hat for .
one day?” His elder brother gave him the hat
and said, “Take care of it and do not lose
it.”

Then the boy went back to thq palace.
He put on the hat and walked into the
Queen’s rooms without being seen®

The Queen was about to dine!®* The boy
stood beside her chair and each time she was
served he took all the food from her plate
and ate it'. After being served with six dishes
of food she had eaten nothing. She was just
about to call her waiting-maid when the boy

1, gave the boy .. of the palace JE/A 7RI T —H,
FEMENRE, beating ['bi:tin] = T, 4T,

2. walked into ... without being seen EHE/RMBEHTHRA
#EAFER. 8. The Queen was about to dine. E/FEER K,
dine vi. IR, SEE. 4. each time ... ate it. &
BB E Lok, AR A FRMNEREEEH, serve
[so:v] ot 3 E(RES). ‘
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said,“Give me back my purse or you shall go
hungry! for many days.”The Queen said, “How

can I give you your purse if I cannot see

you?”
* Then the boy took off the hat so that the
Queen could see him. “How did you make
yourself invisible?” said the Queen.

“That was easy,” said the second son.

| “My father gave my elder brother a marvellous

hat. Anyone who puts it on becomes invisi-

ble.”
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“I shall believe that when 1 see it,”
said the Queen. So the second son put the
hat on his head and immediately became
invisible. Now the Queen knew that this was
indeed a marvellous hat and as soon as the
‘boy had taken it off his head, she snatched
it from his hand.

The Queen put the hat on her head and
immediately became invisible. The boy d1d

not know where to find her.

_ She ran out of the room, took off the .

hat and called the soldiers of the guard.

“This shabby fellow is trying to rob me,” she

cried. The soldiers of the guard gave the boy
a good beating and chased him out of the
palace.

The second son was very angry. He went
to his younger brother and said, “Will you
please let me have your marvellous horn for
one day?” His younger brother gave him the
horn and said, “Take care of it and do not
lose it.”

Then the second son went to the gates
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- of the palace. He said, “I want an army of
soldiers with cannons! to surround? the
palace.” Then he blew the horn and immedia-
tely the palace was surrounded by an army
of soldiers with cannons.
» The Queen looked out of the palace win-
dow and saw the second son standing at the
gates. “Why is my palace surrounded by sol-
diers with cannons?” she cried.

“Your palace is surrounded,” called the
boy, “because you have taken my purse and-
my elder brother’s hat. Give them back and
I shall send.away. the army.®” ’

“Come into the palace,” cried the Queen,
“and you shall have your ragged purse and
your old hat. -I do not want them.”

So the boy went into the palace.

He found the Queen lying on her bed.
‘She said, “I am half dead with fright.* I
cannot remember where 1 have put the purse

<

1. an army of soldiers with cannons —% R KB, cannon
['keenon] n. K, 2. surround [se'raund] ef. &H, H
&, 3. Give them ... the army. BEII(GRAFNEF)E
85/, RPIWERIT R E, 4. 1 am half dead with fnght.
RIFTHPRET, fright [frait] n. H&HIF,
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and the hat. Send away your army and then
I shall be able to find your things.” So the
second son sent away the army.

While the Queen was pretending to look
for the purse and the hat, she said, “How did
a shabby fellow like you manage to call up
an army?!” o :

“That was easy,” said the second som.:
“My father gave my younger brother this
marvellous horn. Whoever bldws this horn
shall have his wish granted.?”

1. How did ... manage to call up an army? RFXENS
IFELERBEBR X, manage ['maenids] of. ik,
2. Whoever blows ... granted. R —mixA8 1, B ER
S AWME.
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