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1. Asian-Americans

Early this year, the Kuo family of New York City re-
ceived good news. Sixicen-year-old David Kue had won hon-
ors in the Westinghouse Science Talent Search—the maost im-
portant science competition for young people in the United
States. He had been chosen as one of the top forty young sci-
entjsts in the country.

Winning in the Westinghouse competition had become
a family tradition for the Kuos. David’s oldest brother,
John, had won top honors in nineteen eighty-five. His next
oldest brother, Mark, had won in nineteen eighty-six.

David’s prize marked the first time in the history of
the competition that children from the same family had
won three straight years. Dawd’s prize was considered a
great success for another reason. The Kuos are immnigrants
to the United States. They came from Taiwan.

The Kuos are one example of what is often called the
Asian-American success story. A great wave of Asian immi-
grants has arrived in the United States in the last twenty
years. Many arrived without much money, and unable to
speak English. Yet, as a group, they have done extremely
well.

The earnings of Asian- American families are a little
higher than those of most other American families. This is
partly because, in a larger percentage of Asian- American
families, both the husband and wife have jobs.

A higher percent of Asian- Americans complete university
study, Only two percent of the people in the United States are
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Asian. Yet as many as twenty percent of first- vear students at
some of the country’s top universities are Asian.

Many Asian- Americans are successful partly because
they already had good skills when they came here. They
had completed university studies in science, medicing, law
or engineering. And they had been successful in their jobs
—sometimes for vears —in their homelands. A number of
Asians who became very successful arrived in the nineteen
forties and nineteen fifties. Architect I. M. Pei and comput-
er pioneer An Wang, both Chinese- Americans, are among
this group.

Experts say three Asian traditions best explain the suc-
cess of Asians in the United States, education, hard work,
family.

Education is considered the kcy to success. Asian-
American parents expect their children to be the best stu-
dents. Recent research has found that Asian- American
young people spend more time studying than other
American students.

Asians are the [fastest-growing minority group in the
United States. In the last twenty-two years, their numbers
have increased five times. Today, there are more than
five-million Asian-Americans. Experts say that number may
grow to ten-million by the year two-thousand.

As architect 1. M. Pei notes, however, there really is
no such person as an Asian- American. He says there are
Chinese- Americans, Korean- Americans, Japanese- Amer-
icans, Victnamese- Americans and so on. Pei notes that
tultural differences among Asian peoples are often great.
He says other Americans should learn more about these dif-
ferent cultures.

Many people already feel thankful for the different
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