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The handwritten newssheets produced
weeklv in Venice as varly ay 15606 mav
qualify as the world's first newspaper.
This is the front page of one of those
Cgazentes’ written in May of 1566.

the product of a private news service, contracted for by British agents, would more
than one copy have reached London? Would copies have reached Augsburg? Would
they have been unsigned? Bongi notes that these sheets do not have the appearance
of diplomatic or private information.* (There is also evidence that their audience
was expanded by individuals who read them aloud, perhaps in return for a coin™)
More research needs to be done on the distribution of Venice's gazettes, but it seems
likely that Voltaire and D’Israeli were correct in looking to Venice for the origin of
the newspaper.
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