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Unit 1 China in Reform & Opening
BB WEFENTE

1.1 ZEEN

Interpret the following passage from English into Chinese:

China in Transition

China is the longest-running show on earth. Countries have come and gone, empires have
risen and fallen, but China lives on. It has done so for thousands of years.

Perhaps it is the Chinese perception of themselves that has given the nation its survival
qualities. There is definite stability in the very symbol of the country, a square with a stroke slashed
through it: the world with China at its center— Zhongguo, the “Middle Kingdom”— the place where
all must eventually come, bearing tribute.

The name “China” is said to have come from the word “Qin”, which was the name for the
dynasty that ruled the first unified empire over two thousand years ago. The name was to travel to
the Western world along the dusty “Silk Road”, although the West was not to learn anything much
about the country or its people until Marco Polo gave his accounts in the thirteenth century. His
stories of this incredibly advanced civilization seemed so fantastic at the time that many believed
them to be merely beautiful lies.

The centuries that passed after the visits of Marco Polo saw increasing contact between East
and West. By the mid-twentieth century China was organized on the basis of a political system
inspired by Western philosophy, and became once again a mysterious, impenetrable land where
few foreigners were allowed to enter and even fewer allowed to travel.

As suspicion between East and West began to wane, more and more travelers were allowed to
enter China. They have come back to give glowing accounts of a new society offering mankind
hope for the future, or to express concern about liberty and human rights. What is fundamental to
these different reports are the visitor’s feelings about such things as human nature and its spirit
to change, and the human ego and its emphasis upon correct conduct in society.

China is a place where people are equal, where crime doesn’t exist, where everyone has
plenty to eat and a job, where sexual promiscuity is nonexistent, where people respect one another,
where family life is secure, and where life is simple. Or so some travelers would have us believe.

China is a place where people are suppressed, where freedom of expression is not allowed,
where crime is low because control is total, where religion has been stamped out, where the
architecture is dreadful, where food, clothing and housing are inadequate, where factories are
medieval, and where the people are slaves to the State. Or so other travelers would have us believe.

Now, tens of thousands of foreign visitors are able to travel in China to see for themselves.
You can be one of them, and you will be able to position your view between the black and white



interpretations given above. The ancient Greeks believed that when a person looked at something,
he perceived by rays that came from his own eyes. We now know that is false, but the Greeks may
have been right in a perceptual sense: we tend to interpret things in terms of what is ready in our
minds. ’

Furthermore, it is difficult in such a vast country to gain more than a fleeting impression of
what “the real China” is like—perhaps there is no real China, perhaps it is always changing before
our eyes like a kaleidoscope. Yet a journey through China reveals a lot about the country, even if
only because most of us know so little before we start. Certainly there is an attempt somewhere to
“guide” our vision and program our senses, but by using our eyes and ears and common sense
we can make a pretty shrewd assessment of the nation.

Whatever doubts may enter your mind about the way of life in China, you are not likely to
leave with doubts about the Chinese people. You will find them warm, friendly, kind, and polite. As
you travel around, you are in a fine position to observe their behavior. You will see them working
in the fields and in factories, you will see them at recreation in parks and in gardens, you will see
them doing exercises, playing badminton, flying kites, practicing 7Tai ji chuan, playing cards in the
streets, reading books under street lights, practicing musical instruments in the park, and singing by
the shores of a lake.

When you enter China you will discover a landscape carved from Jjade, terraced fields that
look manicured, mist-covered mountains that have inspired the poets, vast rivers that can sweep
all before them, gentle lakes that soothe the eye, and grassy foothills that shelter flocks

20 years ago, who would have thought that discos and credit cards would appear in China,
that Pierre Cardin would present his spring and summer fashion shows there, that new laws would
be introduced to protect the rights of the individual and private property, that American classical
films would be on in China, that computer, home theater system, CD, VCD, DVD players would be
possessions of average Chinese households, that the majority of Chinese would own a house, many
of them would afford to buy a car and go traveling abroad, and that they would look forward to
more relaxation, greater personal freedom and a better off life.

Nowhere has there been a greater change than in the arts. Painters have taken up new
subjects. Theater companies have produced new plays and revised others that had .been banned for
decades. Operas have been produced in Beijing, Shanghai and Suzhou. Printing houses have
published formerly banned works and made the classic works of China and the West available to an
cager public. Film studios have begun producing new movies and theatres showed well-known
Chinese films that had been kept from view for years. Orchestras have played a wider range of
Chinese and classical Western music, and dance companies have revived famous ballets. Discos
have sprung up and become popular almost everywhere throughout China.

Business methods have also changed enormously. Huge amounts of international credit
have been taken. up by China; foreign investment on Chinese soil is now encouraged, and

profitability in Chinese enterprises is considered essential. Foreign advertising is now permitted,
and foreign technology is greatly sought after.
2



With the drive to modernize, China came the phrase to produce “more, faster, better,
economical”, Chinese workers are given incentives for increasing production.

Political changes are also evident. The new Chinese leaders are not wholly rejecting Maoism
or “Maoist Thoughts”, and their slogan, “the ultimate criterion of truth is practice” is being used
not only to free the Party from the steel trap of the past ideology, but also to create an ideological
base suitable for China’s modernization program. The admission by China’s leaders that China has
a great deal to learn from the West, Japan, and even Taiwan ( a province of China), is having an
effect on the opinions and attitudes of “the masses™.

The Cultural Revolution in China, which began in 1966, did not really end until the ousting
of the “radicals” at the end of 1976. The present Chinese leaders admit that the revolution brought
calamity to the Chinese people and harmed the population. The Chinese press has now
acknowledged that about 100 million people were strongly persecuted during that period.

Perhaps even more important is the encouraged arrival of vast numbers of foreign tourists
who travel to many parts of China. 20 years ago, most tourists were only reluctantly admitted, if
at all. While Chinese citizens may question the ideological background of today’s visitors, they
have little doubt about the relative difference in the living standards between theirs and the
visitors’.

To cope with an influx of more than half a million non-Chinese tourists each year, China’s
tourist authority is doing all it can to upgrade accommodation and travel facilities. New tourist
centers are being opened up in many areas, and more foreign-language tourist guides are being
trained, and efforts are being made to meet the travel requirements of tourists. International air links
are being expanded with other countries so that foreign visitors now find it much easier to make
their way to China. A great number of package tours with a wide choice of destinations are now
available. Shipping companies are also arranging cruises to major Chinese ports

Perhaps the most fundamental change of all has come in the form of legislation to protect the
Chinese citizen. New electoral laws hold out some hope for greater freedom of choice in
elections. New legal reforms revive the principle that freedom of speech is a citizen’s right, that
all citizens are equal before the law, that the courts should be independent and free from outside
interference, and that an accused person has the right of defense and a public trial All these
laws and others came into effect on January 1, 1980. They are having a significant effect on

Chinese life nowadays.

(1476 Words)



(Based on People’s Republic of China, by John Summerfield.)

Notes

1. be the longest-running show on earth: 27 F [ 8K AHEZR
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11.
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20.
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22.

human nature and its spirit to change, and the human ego and its emphasis upon correct
conduct in society: AMEFVEHEM LK H R EIRAEE B G2 547

sexual promiscuity: &3S

be medieval: HZER); FRIAK; K AY

to position your view between the black and white interpretations given above: 7EIF % #Fh
WIAZ FIEFEACHEE

be right in a perceptual sense: #F H % _F & IF#1

to gain more than a fleeting impression of ... : FBHE KL - FIRIREN S, BT

be like a kaleidoscope: Fin J7 44 f& — i

there is an attempt somewhere to “guide” our vision and program our senses: 75 AR E “F
" BAFINE, EABINIMEY

to make a pretty shrewd assessment: 75 H4 A5 24 AR (9 UEA

be in a fine position to... : BEIRAS (fifF]------ )

to discover a landscape carved from jade, terraced fields that look manicured, mist-covered
mountains that have inspired the poets, vast rivers that can sweep all before them, gentle lakes
that soothe the eye, and grassy foothills that shelter flocks: &% F| —IERWABEHRE.
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to take up new subjects: MZEHr ¥ AN

to be kept from view: #¢2%k Fp

dance companies have revived famous ballets: (F) FEBIF X EH s 7% 4 1 w8 gm0
Huge amounts of international credit have been taken up by China: HE 242 T A BN
HbrfE 1%

. profitability: B

incentives: #¥.4r; ¥J5h

- “The ultimate criterion of truth is practice”: “Si:Bk 2 K10 B EE Y SR AR bFvL”



26. the steel trap of the past ideology: # H i EAEEE4H

27. the ousting of the “radicals™: E Bt} T

28. tobring calamity to ... : # --- T R A

29. be strongly persecuted: 5% FI|F B B AT

30. be reluctantly admitted: #1525 %) f0iF

31. tocope with an influx of ... : B RHBAT «-eeer FIRKEBA

32. toupgrade accommodation: & EEE (RE)

33. package tours with a wide choice of destinations: 7 % H §HbE] Lk R0 Q4 Me it

34. Shipping companies are also arranging cruises to major Chinese ports: #HEA 7 (W4)
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35. to hold out some hope for greater freedom of choice in elections: (G Af1) R4t—FpiRAE
BFREXHBHHFE

36. to revive the principle that freedom of speech is a citizen’s right: k& “SR B AL RN
7 g

37. an accused person has the right of defense and a public trial: #%& H I EH, HREBIAF
A

38. tocome into effect: 43K

1.2 FEFEN

Interpret the following passage from English into Chinese:

The Four Modemizations

In spring 1978, China’s leadership announced the “Four Modemizations” program, an
economic development strategy that would provide the country with a “powerful socialist
economy” by the year 2000. The modernization thrust was to focus on agriculture, industry,
national defense, and science and technology. v

A dramatic enlargement of China’s trade policies began in February 1978 with the signing of
a 13-year (1978~1990) agreement with Japan, covering about USS$20 billion in exchanges (largely
Chinese oil and coal to Japan; industrial plants and technology to China). In the wake of the
announcement of normalized US-China relations in December 1978, major US-China trade
agreements were concluded, including the purchase of commercial aircraft from Boeing, the sale
of Chinese petroleumn to US refiners, and an arrangement by which Coca-Cola would be marketed
in China. Major purchases contracts with Canada, France, the UK, the Federal Republic of
Germany, and other West European countries were also signed during 1978~1979.

In another important departure from the pre-1976 period, greater emphasis was given to
raising living standards for a population that had tolerated virtually no improvement in living
conditions for two decades. Domestic consumer markets and housing were to be enhanced even
if this meant slowing down the pace of industrialization. Heavy industry was de-emphasized in



favor of agriculture and light industry.

In 1979, the government conceded that many of the 120 infrastructure projects called for
by the 1978 Ten-Year Plan could not be completed by 1985. In fact, the Chinese acknowledged
that they would be doing well to get all of those projects started by 1985. Nevertheless, most of the
ambitious targets of the Plan were later abandoned, and the government announced a three-year
period of economic readjustment and retrenchment.

Despite this reassessment, China still sees a major role for foreign trade, investment, and
technology in its future development. In 1979, Deng Xiaoping suggested to a Japanese official
that China might be prepared to allow 100% foreign ownership of enterprises within China
provided that the resulting goods and services supplied are in compliance with China’s
modernization goals. Under study was the extent to which foreign profits could be repatriated, as
well as how to provide incentives for foreigners to reinvest their profits in China. In this context,
Deng was quoted as saying, “You in capitalist economies can make money. It’s fine as long as
China can also make profits.” This commitment has been underscored by the construction of
new foreign trade centers—with offices and living quarters for foreign businesspeople—in Beijing,
Shanghai, and Guangzhou, the creation of “special economic zones” in which investors will have
the power to sign contracts with Chinese workers, and renewed emphasis on developing energy
sources—coal, hydroelectric power, and oil reserves—and light-industry exports.

The country’s Sixth Five-Year Plan (1981~1985) more clearly expressed the shifts in
economic focus that Deng had been arguing for during the delicate transition period of the late
1970s. Most important were several decisive shifts in planning that made consumption a major
facet in economic development and that downplayed the use of binding targets in favor of
seeking more rational means of setting goals for the economy. To survive, China’s economy
must continue to grow, but growth per se was unacceptable if not accompanied by swift
modernization of economic management processes and by reforms that lead to rational (rather than
dogmatic) decision-making. A tacit foundation for the new plan was the recurrent implication
that modern methods (along with technologies) could be found in sources outside of China and,
indeed, from within systems inimitable to Chinese socialism. Mao’s China could go it alone. For
Deng’s China, the concept of self-sufficiency on all fronts is simply impractical, if not absurd.

(606 Words)

(Based on China Guidebook, by Fredric M. Kaplan.)

Notes

1. the modemization thrust: EAfXAVIEZN

2. inthe wake of ... : FEeeeeer ZJE

3. trade agreements were concluded: AR T (—%%) W5 hE
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